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PYHE Pressrrery, foon after their erection, being cenvinc- 
HL ed of the expediency and neceflity of emitting a judicial 


, tettimeny, to difcover to the world the principles, updn whichy 


as & judicatory of the Lord Jefus Chrift, they ftood in oppofiti- 
on te the difterent profefled judicatories in the land; together 
with the agreeablenefs of thefe principles to the word of God, the 
only rule of faith and pragtice, and to the covenanted conftitu- 
tion of the church of Scotland in her pureft periods; did there- 
fore, after a propofal for faid effect, agree in appointing one of 
their number to prepare a draught of this kind te be laid before 
them, who, after fundry delays, to their grief of mind; at once 
cut off their hopes of all affiftance from him, in that, or any other 
particular, by laying himfelf obnoxious to the cenfures of the 
church; which the prefbytery, in duty both to him, to God; 
apd to his people, were obliged to put. in execution again{t him, 
while he, in contempt of-that ordinance, and other means ufed 
fer his: conviction and recovery, obftinately perfifts in his impe- 
niteney and defection. And although the. prefytery, few ia 
number, were thus diminifhed, yet being ftill refolved to profe~ 
éute their former defign, they renewed their appointment upon 
another brother, who, in confequence of his undertaking, was. 
allowed a ceflation from his other public work, in order to haften 
forward the propofed dranght: And now, when nothing was ex- 
pected that thould retard the finithing of fuch neceflary work ; 
the lamentable fire of divifion, that had long been fmothered, 
‘unhappily broke forth into a violent flame, whereby the preiby- 
tery was-rent afunder, and that brother, off whom thie appoint+ 
' Beat was formerly laid, happening to be of the feparating party, 
afecond fep was.not only put to tlie publication of this teftimo- 
ny; but the prefbytery, from. the abfence of a brother removed 
to adifiamt part of the world,, together with the fmallnefs of 
them number, wore’ alifalt: qeiollpiaifentraaed fort attempting: 
‘again what they had been oftenet than once difappointed in. 

But motwithftanding of the above, with many other diiltcultics, 
which, we fhall not at prefent take notice of, the preibytery ftilk 
confidering, that even im their prefent circumftan¢es, when their 
mumber is few and defpicable, their adverfaries many, and fucli 
as are in repute in the world, whereby the oppofition made té 
them, and. the con{piracy formed againit the covemanted telti~ 
mony of the church of Scotland maintained by them, muft rec«s 
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“be ftrong ; there is yet a gracious door of opportunity left open 
for them to attempt, in their judicative capacity, the profecution 
and accomplifhment of the necéflary work formerly propofed ; 
-and which they could not but judge the Lord fill called them 
unto, while, after all the above-mentioned breaches made upon 
‘them,, he ftill continued to give them a nail in his holy place, 
and a wallin Judah and Jerufalem, Ezra ix. 8, g. they there- 
fore again laid their appointment upon fome others, to prepare a 
draught of da Act, Declaration and Teftimony, &c. and which, 
under the favour of ‘divine providence, has at length been finifhed 
and laid before the prefbytery... We only need to obferve further 
with reference to this, that the long delay of what is now agreed 
"upon did not proceed fom any defign in the prefbytery, of depriv- 
ing either the people of their particular infpeétion, or the genera- 
tion, of any benefit that might be obtained by a work of this 
natute, but partly from the fewnefs of their number, and great ex~ 
tent of their charge, and partly from the great diftance of the re- 
tidenceof members from each other, whereby they can feldom have 
zecels to-meet all together for carrying forward this, or any other 
work of public concern they have in hand. 
Itis therefore, with an eye to the Wonderful Céuneller (when 
Zion’ s faithful countellors are fo few) for light and direétion in the 
: management of this great and important work, that the prefbytery 
have refolved upon the publication hereof at this time, for the 
reafons which follow :. 
ft, Becanfe this duty of bearing witnefs for truth and. dectake 
ing againft all error, and defection from it, and tranfmitting the 
fame uncorrupted to pofterity, i is exprefly enjoined on the church 
by the Spirit of God in the fcriptures of truth, Pfal. Ixxviii.- 5. 
s¢ For he hath eftablifhed a teftimony in: Jacob, and appointed a 
«« Jaw in Ifrael which he commanded our fathers that they fhould 
«* make them known totheir children.” Hfaiah xliil. 10. © Yeare 
“« my witnefles, faith the Lord,” Matth. x, 32. « Whofoever 
« therefore fhall confefs me ay ath men, him. will I alfo confefs be- 
« fore my Father who is in Heaven.’ ee xv. 27. Ye alfo. fhall 
¢« bear witnefs.”. Ads i. 8.“ And ye fhall be witnefles unto me.’ 
2dly, Becaufe, in agreeablenefs to the above feripture warrant, 
it has been the conftant practice of. the church i in all ages, when in 
fuch capacity, judicially to affert, and declare their. approbation 
of the truths of the everlafting gofpel, and of the attainmentsof the 
church, joined withthe condemnation of all contrary error, as ap- 
pears from their harmonious confeffions : And particularly, this has 
been the honourable practice of the once famous church of Scot- 
land; (witnefs her excellent conteffions, covenants, &5'c.) whofe 
pofterity we ate, and therefore, in duty, bound to homologate and 
approve her fcriptural form and order, by ajudicial. aflerting of her 
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attainments, as faith the Apoftle,- Philip. ili} 16. ‘ Neverthe= , 
‘© lefs whereunto we have already attained, let us walk by the 
ss fame rule, let us mind the fame thing.” “ Rev. iii. 3. 6 Re- 
‘¢ member therefore, how thou haft received, and heard, and. 
6 hold faft, and repent.” | Bi Cues oa 
- 3dly, That notwithftanding many, both minifters and private 
Chriftians, have been honoured faithfully to publifh their teftimo- 
nies and declarations, and to feal them with their blood, in oppo- 
fition se growing defections in thefe lands, being thro’ the ty- 
ranny of the times prevented from acting in any other capacity ; yet, 
fince the national overthrow of the glorious {tructure of reforma- 
tion, never has any church judicatory, conftituted purely on the 
footing of ourcovenanted eftablifhment, appeared in a judicial vin-. 
dication of our Redeemer’s interefts and injured rights. rats 
4thly, The unfpeakable lofs fuftained by the prefent generation, 
through the want of a full and faithful declaration of the cove~ 
nanted principles of the church of Scotland, which they in the 
Joins of their anceftors were fo folemnly engaged to maintain 3 
whereby, as ignorance muft be increafed, fo prejudices are alfo — 
begotten in their minds againft the truth in the purity thereof. 
And this, through the many miftaken notions at prefent prevailing 
amongft the different contending parties of profeffors in thefe na- 
tions, concerning the diftin& ordinances of divine inftitution, viz. 
the miniftry and magiftracy, or ecclefiaftic and civil government ; 
and more efpecially, the -prefbytery reckon themfélves, and all 
profeffing their allegiance unto Chrift and his caufe, obliged ta 
maintain the teftimony of our anceftors for the divine inftitution 
and right conftitution of civil government, according to the law 
of God, as what they found to be, and ftill is, indifpenfably ne- 
ceffary for the outward defence and prefervation of righteoufnefs 
and true religion; and becaufe the very foundation and ends of 
this ordinance have been doétrinally fubverted, and the generati- 
on taught the moft licentious principles concernin git, by a body 
of profefled witnefles among ourfelves: And this they defign to 
do, without (as they are flanderoufly reported of by fome) laying 
afide themfelves, or withdrawing others from, the itudy of in- 
ternal and habitual or practical holinefs. = 
— gthly, To wipe off the reproach of that odium caft upon the 
prefbytery and community belonging thereto, by fome, who in- 
vidioufly ‘cali them a headlefs mob, whofe principles cannot be 
- known, anti-government men, men of bloody principles, fo’, than 
which nothing can be more unjuft; feeing, as ‘a body diftinet from 
all others, they have ftill ftood upon the footing of the covenanted 
eftablifhment, as has been frequently declared to the world, and 
as the conftitution of the prefbytery bears; fo that they can np 
mote be faid ever to have wanted a proper teftimony exhibiting 
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their principles to the world, than the reformed church of Scots 
Jand, whereof they area part. x 

6thly, The prefent broken and divided sittin éf the renters 

of Curist’s myftical body, together with the abounding of error, 
feem neceflarily to require it as a proper mean, under the diviné 
bleffing, for gathering again the fcattered flock of Chrift, the 
chief fiepherd, to the one fheepfold, and putting a ftop to the 

current of prevailing anoftacy and defeftion. — 

For thefe reafons, (with mote that thight be adduted) the pref- 
bytery find themféives in duty bound, to God, the prefent and 
fucceeding generations, to throw in their finall mite of a teftimo- 
ny, againft the manifold avowed backflidings and defections of 
all degrees of men, both in the former and prefent times, from 
the precious truths of Chrift, and purity of his ordinances; unto 
the maintenance whereof, not only they, but all in thele. lands, 
are folemnnly bound by covenant engagements. 

And, to conclude, let none¢ miftake the prefiytery’s aim atid 
int=ntion, in the whole or any part of the. y idvert tefimmony, 
as if they minded nothing elfe but ‘Magiftracy, €o%. or a8 if-ta. 
have civil government, and governors’ eftablifhed, ‘actording: te 
the rule of God’s word, was all the religion they. intended, With- 
out regarding or oppoting any other of the prevailing evils and - 
iniquities of the'prefent time. So fome are pleafed to aliedge, ai 
has been hinted above; bat fuch might do well to confider, that 
as the fovereign « and diftingnithing soodnefs of God is clearly ¢ 
videnced, in giving his ftatutes and judgments unto his Tfrael, in 
all ages, while he has not. dealt fo with the other nations of the 
world, wherein his will is manifeftly revealed,: determining. his 
people’s duty in all their regulations 5, fo his glory. is equally con 
cerned, that they receive, obferve, keep pure and entire, all the 
ordinances. he hath appointed in his word. The finful proftitu- 
tion of any of thefe, or breaking ever the boundaries which 
JEHOVAH hath fet, is an evident. _ contempt of his foveréign 
authority, anda violation of the moral law. God requires of hia. 
people an aniverfal refpeat t to all his ordinances and command- 
ments. Hencé what is defigned by ‘them in this undertaking, is 

equally to teftify their adherence unto, and approbation of the 
dottrine, worfhip, difcipline and. government of the houfe of 
God; and to fignify their oppofition to, and diffatisfaétion with 
all the apoftatizing, backfliding courfes in principle and practice, 
from, that reformation purity, bothin ‘church and ftate, (which, as 
the attainment of the nations of Britain and Ireland, was by 
chem accounted their chief ornament and glory,) that have ‘tak 
en place, efpecially i in thiskingdom, fince our woful decline com- 
menced ; ; whereby the witneffes for Scotland’s covenanted refor- 
mation, haye been deprived of any legal benefit, as well fince 
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as before the late revolution, in which the reformation, neither 
in civil nor ectlefiaftie conftitutions, was adopted. The intent, _ 
therefore, of this work is of very great importance; no lefs be- | 
ing propofed, than the right ftating of the teftimony for the co- 
venanted intereft of Chrift in thefe lands, and a judicial vindica- 
tion of all the heads thereof, after fuch a long and univerfal apof- 
tacy therefrom: A wotk that mut neéds be attended with great 
difficulties, and labour under manifold difadvantages, as in other 
refpects, fo particularly from the confideration of the temper. of 
this age, wherein nothing almoft is pleafing, but what is adapted 
tothe tafte, not af the beft, but of the greateft: And naked 
truth, without the varnifh of flattery, and painting of carnal pe- 
licy, is generally treated with contempt, and expofed to ridicule. 
And therefore, to remove as much a’ poilible the préjudice of a 
critical age, who are ready to rejeét every thing as new, which is 
infome refpeéts fingular, and not fuited to their favourite fenti-. 
ments 3 the prefbytery have endeavoured, in this work, to con- 
form, as much as poffible, to the faithful contendings of former 
honeft contenders for the truths and teftimony of Jesus, and that 
both, as'to matter and manner: And as the grounds of this tefti- 
mony are not.any needlefs fcrupulofities, or {trange novelties, but 
precious and weighty truths, of the gréateft value and. import- 
ance, and of neareft affinity unto the continued feries and fuc- 
ceffion of thé teftimoniés of the church of Scotland, in former 
and more ancient periods; fo it is the prefbytery’s ambition, that _ 
nothing, as to the fubjeét-matter of what is here contained, be 
looked upon as theirs, but may be regardéd as an ancient plea, 
wherein thereis nothing butwhat hasbeen maintained and confirm- 
ed by authors of the’greateft fame and reputation in the church; and 
has been afferted by the greatett confeffors, and fealed by the beft 
blood of the honoured and faithful martyrs of Jefus: So that it 
miay appear, the caufe and truths here judicially ftated and vindi- 
cated, are not of yefterday’s date, but the fame old paths and 
good way, that we are commanded to afk for, and walk in, 
‘though paths. that are not now much trodden; a way that is not 
“‘tauch paved by,the multitude of profeffors walking therein. 
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Containing 2. Bier hiftovical narration of the feveral periods of the 
Teftimony of the Church of Scotland, and of the faithful contend- 
ings of the witneffes jor Chrift, particularly from the. commences 
ment of the Reformation in theft lands, down to the late Revolution : 

with the ERdOU?. 5s approbation thereof. 


At Broom anedein, the fixth day of June, Ogee _— 
i Me ir Seven Hundred and PiMegrone , 


— HE which day and place, the Reformed Pretbyiery have 
ing met, took into their moft ferious confideration, the 
_deplorable fituation of the intereft of Chrift and religion 
at prefent, in thefe finning lands, wherein fo few are 

afking for the old path, faying, Where is the good way, 
that | we may walk therein; but, on the contrary, an avowed a+ 
poftacy and backfliding from the right ways of the Lord, is by 
the generality carried on, with a fecret undermining of reforma- 
tion interefts,. by fome, under more {pecious pretences: And fur 
ther; having confidered the general deluge of error and herefy, 
that hath over-run thefe. lands, and the {warms of erroneous and 
heretical opiuions that have eee the ae mati. a im- 
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ror oe Nad’ “moreover, that all lctritiat ws fin and wee fo 
univerfally abound, and pafs without any fuitable check, that he 
who departs from iniquity, maketh himfelf a prey; together 
with the woful infenfibility, and deep fecurity of all, under our 
{piritual plagues, and impending temporal ftrokes an Andl yet, 
while the land fo evidently groans under itsijnhabitants, very few 
either acknowledge themfelves guilty, or turn from the evil of 

their ways, faying, what have we done ?—Alfo, having confider- 
_ edthe horrid breach and contempt of facred vows unto the Moft 
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High ; the great effufion of the faints blood, fhed in our late 
perfecution under prelacy, which is yet to be found in our fikirts;) 
‘and that the faithful teftimony they therewith fealed remains bu- 
ried under the grave-ftones, both of ecclefiaftical and civil deeds 
of conftitution, unto this day; fo that we may rather admire, 
that the Lord hath not made fuch inquilition for biood, as to 
make our land an aceldama, than that we are yet under a dif- 
penfation of divine forbearance: All which is followed with a 
‘deep oblivion of moft or all of the memorable inftances of the 
Lord’s goodnefs, mercy; and power manifefted unto his church, 
in thefe lands; the remembrance whereof ought ftill to be re. 
tained, and the fame acknowledged with thanktulnefs, by all the 
children of Zion, unto the lateft ages; they are perfuaded that 
it is a duty which they owe to God, to themifelves, and to the pre- 
fent and future generations, to caft in their Mite of a Teftimony 
in behalf of God’s gracious appearances for his church in thete 
lands, and againft all the God-difhonouring courfes of apoftacy and 
back-fliding into which. they-Pave fallen. 0 poe poh a 
Wherefore the Prefbytery, amidft their many difficulties, partly 
noticed in the introduétion, as a court of the true prefbyterian co- 
venanted church of Curist in Scotland, did conftitute in the 
name of the Lorp Jesus Curist, the alone Kine and Hgap of his 
church, judicially to commemorate: Likeas, they did, “and hereby 
do acknowledge, with the utmoft gratitude, the great goodnefs 
and tender mercy of our God unto our church and land; who, 
in confequence of that early new covenant grant, made by JEHo- 
vaH to his Eternal Son, to give him the heathen for his inhe- 
ritance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for his poffeffion, 
caufed the day-{pring from on high to vifit us: Our glorious Re- 
deemer, that bright and morning Star, having,’ by his Almighty 
power, fhaken off the fetters of death, wherewith it was impof- 
{ible that he could be held, and, as a victorious conqueror, leading 
captivity captive, afcended into the highef{t heavens, and there 
» fat down atthe right hand of God, did very foon difcover his 
cordial acceptance of, and fuperlative delight in poffefling his Fa- 
ther’s extenfive grant, by ftretching forth the lines of his large 
and great dominion unto the diftant nations of the world, invol- 
ved in the thickeft darknefs of ftupidity and idolatry; and, in a 
particular manner, did, as the glorious fun of righteoufnefs, gra- 
cioufly illuminate this remote and barbarous ifle, caufing the re- 
fulgent beams of gofpel light, to diffipate the grofs darknefs that 
covered the people, which prevailed fo far, (according to very 
authentic hiftorical accounts,) that about the beginning of the 
third century, thofe of the highe(ft dignity in ‘the nation, volun- 
tarily enlifted themfelves under the difplay’d bannér of Curist, 
the Captain of Salvation, and became nurfing fathers and nurfing 
mothers to his church, employing their power to’ roct eyt Pagan 
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idolatry,and bring their fubje&is under the’ peaceful Sceptre of the 
Son of Gop. This plant of Chriftianity having once taken raot, 
did, under all the vicifitudes of divine providence, grow up une 
to a {fpreading vine, which filled the land, and continued to fleu- 
rifh, without being. preffed dewn with the intolerable burthen of 
prelatical cr popifh {fuperftition: Fhe truths and inftitutions of 
the gofpel being faithfully propagated and maintained in their na- 
tive purity and fimplicity by the Culdees fome hundreds. of years, 
before ever that man of fin, and fon of perdition, by the door of 
Prelacy, ftept into the temple of God-in Scotland. Thefe early 
witnefles for Curis. having no other ambition, but that of ad- 
vancing piety, and the dodtrines which were according to godli- 
nefs, were therefore called Culdees, that is, Cultores De, or wor- 
Shippers of God. The do&trine, worfhip, difcipline, and govern- 
ment of the houfe of God being thus eftablithed, continued for 
many years, taught and exercifed, according to divine inftitution. 
But, in procefs of time, the church of Curis in this land came 
to be affaulted with the corruptions of the fee of Rome, by 
means of Palladius the Pope’s miffionary te the Britons, who 
made the firft attempt to bring our fathers necks under the an- 
tichriftian yoke, which gradually imereafing by little and little, 
clouded the fyn-fhine of profperity the church then enjoyed, tiil 
about the eleventh century, when the Romifh fraternity full: ad 
‘eftablithed themfelves, by ufurping a fupremacy over the bo 
of God; after which a mid-night darknefs of popifh error and i- 
dolatry overwhelmed the nation, for near the fpace of 500 years. 
Yet, even in this very dark period, the Lord left not himfelf a!- 
together without fome to bear .witnefs for shim, whofe ftedfatineds 
in defence of the truth, even unto death, vanquithed the inhu- 
man cruelty of their favage enemies. The honour of the church’s 
exalted Head being ftill engaged to maintain the right of con- 
queft he had obtained ovey this remote ifle, and to raife up his 
work out of the ruins, under which it had lien fo long buried; _ 
he, about the beginning of thefixteenth century, animated fome 
valiant champions (Medirs. Hamilton, Withart, and others,) with 
a f{pirit of truth and heroic courage, to contend againit the abomi- 
Nations of the Babylonifh whore ; whofe labaura, by the bleding 
of Heaven, were rendered fuccefsful, to open the eyes of fome 
ta fee, and to engage many others to enquire after, and efpoufe 
the truth as itis in Jesus. Thefe, net regarding the fear of man, 
nor the cruelty of their enemies, but as guod foldiers of Jesus 
Curis, enduring hardnefs, chofe, rather than defert thew Maf- 
ter’s caufe, to offer their bodies to be devoured by the tormentix 
flames, no. more mercilefs than their hellifh perfeeutors ; while 
in that fiery chariot, their fouls afcended through the aerial regi- 
ons to the celeftial cauntry. And herein allo did God frufixate 
the expetatiom ef. that monfter ef. iniquity, Cardinal Beaton, 


he, 


x Be 

(whofe memory let it for ever perifh,) and his wicked accompli. 
ces, and turned their ‘counfel into foolifhnefs, who, by the death 
of a few zealous contenders for the faith, intended the total fup- 
preffion of" Chrift’s truth forever. But God havi ing purpofed the 
contrary, made the effufion of their blood the occafion of rouf- 
ing many from the deep fleep of grofs ignorance, by putting 
them to fearch into the truth of thefe doctrines, which thefe 
martyrs fealed with their blood: fo that Jesus Curis, the only 
true Light in the erb of the gofpel, began again to thine forth 
within this realm, 

‘Upon this begun revival of reformation, the glory of the Lorp 
went remarkably before his people, and the Gon of Ifrael was 
their rearward, uniting the hearts, and firengthening the hands, 
both of noble and ignoble, to a vigorous and attive efpoufing. of 
his gofpel, and the concerns of his glory, in oppofition to ue 
tyranny of the lordly bifhops, and the perfecuting rage, and th 
mafked treachery of the two bloody Marys, the mother ee 
daughter, who then fucceffively governed, or rather tyranaized, 
in Scotland. ‘Their number, as well as their zealous fpirit ftill in- 
creating, they, for the more effeétual management of this noble 
enterprife, entered into covenants to advance that begun work of 
reformation, and to defend the” fame, and one another in the 
maintenance thereof, againit all oppofition whatfoever. | Several 
fuch covenants our “edly. reformers folemnly ‘entered into. at 
Edinburgh, ‘Perth, end’ Leith, in the years 15 57>. 595 60, and 
62 ‘In 1560, the Confeffion of the Faith, and deéirine believed 
and profe fed by the. Proteflants avithin the Safe of Scotland, was 
compiled and civilly 3 ratified, or allowed of, in free and. open par- 
lament, afterwards fworn “to ine the national covenant in’ the 
years 1580, 1581, and 1590. At the fame time, fome other 
acts were ‘Pane ed, in fa yours, of ‘reformation; ole againft the 
mals, and abufe of the facraments; another, abolifhing the Pope’ S 
jurifdiction and authority. within this realm, tc, In the above- 
mentioned yéar 1560, the frit” book of policy. and difcipline, 
‘containing the 2a and-order of prefbyterial chur ch-government, 
was compofed, approved, and fubferibed by the miniftry, and a 
great part of the nobility. Lhus, by the wifdom ‘and power of 
God, who takes the wife in their own craftinefs, by means, e- 
if pecially, of the indefatigable labours of the renowned Mr. Knox, 
(whole memory is ftill favoury in the ch urches,) was flais furpr ifs 
ing work of reformation advanced, until it obtained the autho- 
rit y of alaw; whereby, not only the prefbyterian proteftant ‘in- 
tereft was ratified, but antichriftian pierce and nia ae 
bolithed. : 

‘Lhe church, gtadually i incr eafing Hacitity acd per féblion, did, 
with much painfulnefs and faithful diligence, labour after a more 
full efgablifhment of the houfe of God, in all its privileges, until; 
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by perfecting the fecond book of difcipline, they compleated the 
exact model of :prefbytery, which, tho’ they had enjoyed nation- 
al aflemblies for a confiderable time, yet was not brought to fuch 
an entire conformity to the divine pattern, nor fo generally acqui- 
efced in till now, that it was unanimoufly approved by the affem- 
bly rggo, and particularly enjoined to be fubferibed by all who 
did bear office in the church; and, at laft, they prevailed to. get 
it publicly voted and approved in patlianient; June 4592; and al- 
fo at the fame time obtained, by act of parliament, the ratifica- 
tion of all the privileges and liberties of tHe thur ch, in her af- 
femblies, fynods, prefbyteries, &&'c. 

| And here we may obferve, that while this church and nation 
conan for the obtaining a legal eftablifhment of the ‘ecclefi- 
aftical polity, they were no lefs concerned to’ have that other dif- 
tinct ordinance of God, civil magiftracy, unalterably fettled, in 
agreeablenefs to the uate of God’s word. ‘This appears, not on- 
ly by their earneft contendings againft the abufe of that ordinance 


amongft them; but alfo, by the public acts of parliament, oblig- 
ing Prince and People to be of one perfect religion, and wholly 
incapacitating all perfons, for bearing any office, fupreme or fu- 


bordinate, who refufed, by their folemn oath, to approve of, 
and, to the utmoft of their power, engage to defend the true re- 
ligton as containéd in the word of God, and-confeflion of faith 


founded thereon, then believed, and publicly profeffed within the 
realm, ratified and generally ee to in the national covenant, 
during: the whole courfe of their lives, in alltheir civil gee 


tions. See Aéts, “Puirl. iff, James VI. 1567. 

“Thus the hand of | God was remarkably. feen, and his powerful 
arm evidently revealed, in delivering. this nation both from Pagan 
darknefs, and Popith "{aotltey; the memory whereof ought 1 not 
tobe loft, but thankfully acknowledged, to the honour of God’s” 
great name, by all fuch as favour the duft of Zion, for her fake, 

anid long to fee her branches, now wide as the fea, repaired. 

_ But to proceed: The church’s grand foe, envying her growing 


profperity, did foon difturb its peace, by infinuating himfelf up-_ 
om thofe of fuperior dignity, who were entrufted with the admi- 
niftration of civil affairs, both fupreme and fubordinate, blowing 


up into a flame that inbred and rooted enmity, which they, frill 
retained, at the fimplicity, ftri€tnefs, and fcriptural purity of the 
reformation in Scotland. ‘The then fupreme civil ruler, King 


James VI formed a fcheme for ruining the church of Scotland, } 


and {tripping her of thofe comely and beautiful ornaments of 3 eo 


formation purity, in doétrine, worfhip, difcipline and government, _ 
which fhe had now put on, by introducing epifcopacy, and efta- 
luhing bifhops. This he did for. no other reafon, (fays one} 
“* but becaufe he believed them to be ufeful and pliable inftru- ~ 
** ments for turning a limited monarchy into abfolute dominion, ~ 


“TEs 


s 
ly 


Cty 
s¢ and fubjedts into flaves ; that a of all other things he: afe 
© fected moft :”. And for this purpofe, (after feveral fubtlé and 
cunningly devifed {teps, previoufly taken, with defign to do, by 
_ degree, what could not be done at once,) he makes an open at- 


tack upon the general afiembly, robbing them of their power and 
liberty to meet, judge and determine, in all ecclefiaftical con- 


cerns, (well knowing, that fo long as aflemblies might conveen 


in freedom, he would never get the eftate of bifhops eftablifhed 
in Scotland,) and imprifoning and banifhing many faithful mini- 
fters, members of the general affembly, who oppofed him, and 
teftified and protefted againft his wicked invafion; and facrilegi- 
ous robbery of the church’s right and privileges. . And, having 
at laft obtained the. fupremacy and headihip over the church, 


5. 


which was granted him by an impious act of a pretended parlia- 


ment.of his owh ftamp, called by .him for that purpofe, proceed- 


ed with his defign, until he had*again: eftablifhed prelacy, and . 


- razed pre{bytery almoft to the. yery ‘foundations, notwithftanding 
all the oppofition made to Bs by is faithful i in the’ ‘ands bash, mix 
nifters and people. 

Thus, after feveral former Cranes to this ff 8, was epi abi 
pacy again eftablifed, and Prelates lording ov er. God’s heritage 


advanced, impofing their Popifh ceremonies, which in that pre- 
tended affembly' conveened at Perth, in the year 1618, were en-" 
acted, and afterwards ratified in a fubfequent parliament, in the 


year 1621. And asthe father had thus violated his folemn pro- 


feffions, declarations, and L engagements, to maintain the covenant 


intereft ; fo likewife, upon the acceflion of the fon. to the throne, 


there was no amendment nor redrefs:‘had: But he followed’ the. 
fame iniquitous courfe, ‘walking in the way of his father, and 
in the fin: wherewith he made Hrael to fin.. And further, he ob- 
truded upon the church, a fervice book, a book of popith and» 


prelatical canons, which was followed with a violent: protecution © 


» of the faithful contenders for the former laudable conititutions of © 


’ the church, carried on by that monftrous Eraftian high-commif> é 


fion court, . ‘patched up of ftatefmen and clergymen; And berchy 
was the church again brought under the yoke of antichriftian pre- » 


' laey, and tyrannical LUPECHIACY which iparsqaneed to Zion’s King 


was alfo ratified with the fanction of civil.a hority. ‘To this 


yoke, opprefling Curist’s loyal fubjects, many of his profeffed fer=. 
vants fubmitted their necks, and, [ffachar-like, became fervants 
to tribute for a contiderable time. 


the jong defpifed duft thereof again to be more pleafant and pre- 
cious than ever unto bis fervants and people, and the. long night 
feafon and thick clouds of adverfity, under which his church la- 
boured, amidit fome day fky, and fun-blinks of prosperity fhe at 
times enjoyed, to iffue in the dawning of a day of clearer light, 


‘But when the Lord’s fet time to favour Zion came, he Salk 


cae J 


wherein the Glorious SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS fhone in’ 
his Meridian Splendor, with greater brightnefs, both in this and 
the neighbouring nations, than at his firft arifiag therein, ina gol- 
pel difpenfation; whofe benign influences caufed the {ma'l grain 
of good feed, fown by the fkill of the Great Hufbandman, te 
grow up to a fruitful plant, the tender twig to {pread itfelf into a 
noble vine, andthe lirtle cloud, like a man’s hand, to: cover the 
whole hemifphere of the viGhle church of. Scotland, which long’ 
age, as a church and nation, had enlifted Pa danielene under the. 
Lorp Jesus Curist, as their Royal Prince; whofe peaceful ard: 
righteous iceptre being now alfo extended to England dnd Ireland, 
they foon fubmitted themfelves thereto, in a religious: a flocidetian 
and uniom with Scotland in covenant engagements, for refornmati- 
on from Prelacy, as well as Popery, which eye had never hither 
to vielded to. | 
pon this gracious metunatiel divine favour, mis diidovaey of 
Almighty power manifefted againft the mighty ‘agents for prdet: 
cal fuperttition, both in church and ftate, when, from the4 
nefs of thofe who appeared in favours of truth, in{the year 1634, 
fmall eppofition to its enemies could be expected 5 yet their mag- 
' panimity ‘in witnels-bearing was fo followed - by fresni fears of 
thedivine countenance and favour, that both their number and 
courage daily increafed. . Lhe national covenant. was again, ‘after 
mature deliberation, anent, both the lawfulnefs, expediency. ‘aud 
feafonablenefs thereof, renewed with great folemnity in Afar 
1638. with the: general concurrence of the miniftry, noblemen, 
gentlemen, and others, humbling themfelves before the Lord. for 
their former defe€tions and breach of covenant ; ai _though,!at~ the 
dame time, the court faction, and many temporizing minifiers: COR - 
tinued in their oppofition, but which was indeed t6o weak to make 
refiftance unto the,caufe of God, and” force of truth, Gaia 
home with fuitable conviétion upon the confcien a 
. "The. covenant being fir renewed at Edinburgh, they 
next, that it fhould alfo be renewed through the kingdom mei id. far 
- purpofe, copies thereof were fent with al! convenient tfpeed to | 
feveral prefbyteries, together with f{uitable exhortations, and 
inftruckions for renewing the fame in every parith of their bounds ; ; 
and by this means it ¢ame to pats, through the good hand of their 
. Gov upon thems that i in a little time, almoft every parith through : 
Scotland, did, with much folemnity, che earfulnefs and alacrity, 
_ renew the fame, and publicly with uplifte -d hand aveuch the. = Lorp 
tobe their God. And as this folemn action was, every wher 
| companied with remarkable evidences of divine power and 
fence in a plentiful effufion of a fpirit of grace and fupplication ; ; 
fo the joy.of the Lorn herein became their flrength, and greatly 
increafed the faith and hopes of all the church’s real friends, thar 
as the Lord had begun, fo he would alfo make an end, and outs fi 


ide adh»: 
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on his work to perfection, amidft the terrible threateaings both of 
king and court; his majefty being highly difpleafed that his autho- 
rity was contemned, and rio concurrence of his royal pleafure 
fought in the renovation of the cevenant: But their righteouf- 
nefs in this particular was brought forth as the light, when the le- 
gality cf this and their other proceedings was afterwards attetted 
to the king by the ableft lawyers inthe kingdom. | i$ 
- Thezealous contenders for the church’s liberties, by fupplica- 
tions, reafonings, and propofed articles, for enjoying what they 
‘much longed for, at laft obtained, before the forefaid year 1638 ~ 
expired, a lawful and free general affembly, (conftituted in the 


‘ mame ofthe Lorp Jesus Curis, the alone King and Head of his 


church) ¢onfifting of able members, both minifters and elders, who 
would not fuffer an infringement upon their regular manner. of 
procedure, or right to'act as unlimited members of a free court of 
Curisr, notwithftanding of the conitant attacks made upon they 
freedom by the kings commiflioner, and protefations taken by him 
againit their regular procedure, which iflued in his eraftian decla- 
ration of the king’s prerogative, as fupreme judge in all caufes, eccle- 
AMrafticalas well as civil, and renewing all his former proteftations in his 
royal mafter’s name 3; further protefting in hisown name, and in 


the mame of thelords of the clergy, that no: a@t pailed by them 


; fhould imply, his confent, or be accounted lawful, or of force to - 
bind any of the fubjects ; and, then in his majeity’s name diflolving 


the affembly, | difcharging their ‘proceeding any further, he fo 
went. of But the affembly judging it better to obey Gop. than 


“man and that to incur the difpleafure of an earthly king, was of 


* far lefs confequence than to offend the Prince ofthe kings of the 


” - 


a 


-earth, entered'a proteftation again{t the lord commiffioner’s depar- 
‘ture without any caufe, and in behalf of the mtrinfie power and 

pot diffolve the affémbly, till fuch time as they had gonethrough 
uawork depending uponthem. ‘This was given in to the clerk 


-Tiberty of the church’; alfo affigning the reafons, why they could 


bes rd Rothes, and part of it read before his. grace left the 


‘to the examination of that complaint againit the bifhops, sho, on 
account of their tyranny, fuperftition, and teaching of Popits, 
4“rminian, and Pelagian errors, were all Jaid under the fentence 
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of depofition ; and many of them, for nie perfonal profanenefs, 
wickednefs and debauchery proved againft them, topether with 
their contumacy, were alfo excommunicated with the cvcaier ex- 
communication, for thé deftru€tion of the flefh tha: ihe {pirit 
might be faved in the day ofthe Lorn Jesus. ‘They gave their 
approbation of the national covenant’; and Prelacy, with the five 
articles of Perth, were found and declared to be abjured by it, 
together with the civil places and power of kirkmen, their fitting 
on the-berich, as juftices of the peace, fitting in council, and voting 
in parliament. Subfcription of the confefiton of faiths “or cove- 
nant, was alfo enjoined, prefbyterian church government juftified 
andapproved, and an act made for holding yearly general affem- 
blies;’ with many other acts and conftitutions tending to the ad. 
vancement of that begun reformation, and purging the church of 
Curist of thefe finful i innovations, that had crept into it, which 
may be {een more at large in the printed a€ts of that affembly. 
The lawful and juft frebeions which the church now claimed and 
itood upon, fo highly incenfed the court, becaufe their eraftian ‘ene 
croachments were not yielded to, that all warlike preparations were. 
{fpeedily made, for having them again reduced, by force of arms, 
to their former flavery: Yet, what evil feemed tinended againft the - 
church ‘bythe king, ‘with his popifh and prelatical accomplices, - 
was’ by her exalt ed ‘Kiris and Head happily prevented, and they 
obliged, at leaft to feign fubjection, and yield to a pacification $10 - 
which it was concluded, that-an affembly be held at Edinburgh, 
Auguft 6th 1639, and the patliament the 20th of the fame month, 
that fame year, “se healing the wide breaches, and redreffing the a" 
grievances both of church and ftate ; that what was determined by 
the affembly, might be ratified by the parliament. In this af-_ 
fembly, the covenant was ratified and fubferibed by the commif_ 
fioner, and av injunction laid upon the body of the kingdom’ for 
fubferibirig the fame, with an explication, wherein the five articles: 
of Perth, government of bifhops,‘and the civil places and pow 
kirkmen, were expreisly condemned. Hereby the hopes of t 
Prelates again being in a great meafure loft, and they receiving 
frefh afifeetice from the king, (who feemed to have little confci- ) 
encé in making laws, and found {mall difficulty in breaking them), 
recruited themfelves the year following, and took the field, but 
with no better fuccefs than formerly, bbliged them to yield to. 
another pacification, wherein both religious and civil) liberties 
were ratified; and in 1641, thefe were turther, confirmed byt the ,. 
oaths, promifes, laws and fubfcriptions of both king and parlia ae 
ment, whereat the king was perfonally prefent, and gave the _ 
roy al affent to ail a€ts made for the fecurity of the fame; while _ 
at the fame time he was concurring in the bloody tragedy ate ee 
pan the Proteftants in the kingdom of Ireland. ; a. 
The gracious countenange, and abundant evidence of diene 


“ 


bce 
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| approbation, wherewith the Lorp vouchfafed to blefs his contend. — 


ing, reforming and covenanting church in Scotland, in a plentiful 
effufion of his holy Spirit on the judicatories asd worthipping af- 
femblies of his people, proved a happy mean to excite and provoke 
their neighbours in England and Ireland to go and do likewife: 
For in the year 1643, when the beginning of a bleody war between 
the king and parliament of England threatened the nations witha 
feries of calamity andtrouble; the parliament, having convocated 
an affembly of divines to ft at Weftminfter, for contfulting about 
a reformation of religion in that kingdom, fent commiffioners 
confifting of members of both houfes and affembly, to treat with the 
affemb!y of the church of Scotland, and convention of eftates about 
thefethings. In the month of 4ugu/ff they prefented their propo~ 
fals to the convention of eftates and aflembly. defiring, that be- 
caufe the popith prelatical faction is ftill purfuing their delign of 
corrupting and altering the religion through the whole ifland, the — 
two nations might be ftrictly united for their mutual defence a- 
gainft them, and their adherents, aad: fhould not Jay down arms 
till thofe their implacable enemies were difarmed, (e. Commif- 
fioners were deputed from the eftates, and. affembly, to conveen 
with thofe from England, in order to confider their propofals: 
And, at the firft conferences, it was agreed, that the beft and 
{pec diet means for accomplifhing the union and afliftance defired, 
was for both nations to enter into a*mutual league and cevenant 

for reformation, and defence of religion and liberty againft its 
enemies ; Which being ‘drawn up, and affectionately embraced, 

was unanimoufly approved by the general aflembly, and feat up. 

to England by the bands of the minifters and elders who were ap- 
pointed commiffioners from the church of Scotland to the fynod at _ 


We tminfter ;, where, (being propofed by the parliament to the 


confideration of the fynod) after the interpolation of an explana- 
tory note in the fecond article, it was approved, and with public 


humiliation, and all other religious and anfwerable folemnity, 


~ 


taken and fubfcribed by them (the fynod), and by both honoura- 


ble houfes of parliament, and by their authority taken and fub- 
fcribed by all ranks in England and Ireland that fame year, rati- 
fied by act of the parliament of Scotland, in the year 1664,. and 
afterwards renewed in Scotland, with an acknowledgement of 


' fins, and engagement to duties by all ranks in the eat Loa and 
by the parliament 1649. 


Thus, to the rejoicing of all true lovers of the. profperity and 
beauty of the church » who longed for Curist, the falvation of If- 
rael, his coming forth out of Zion, thefethree churches and nations 


‘combined and embarked together in the fame honourable and glori- 


ous caufe of reformation, and folemnly bound themfelves by the 
oath of Gop, to maintain and defend the fame againft ail its ene- 


Bie and oppoters whatever : thereby publicly. profefling their 


=? 
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fubjection to Curisty, and their preferring of pure and undefiled 
religion, and the advancement of the intereft, kingdom and glory of 
Jesus CHRIST, to their neareft and dearett interefts in this-world : 
And the Lord was with us while we were with him, and ftedfaft 
in his covenant; but when we forfook him, and broke his ceve- 
nant, he alfo forfook us, and delivered his iby ctigth into captivity, 
and his glory into the enemy’s hand. 

in the next place, the aflembly at Weltminfter, with the afl 
tance of commiilioners from the general affembly of the church 
of Scotland, proceeded to conclude on what was needful for far- 
thering and compleating this intended and covenanted uniformity 
in religion, that the Lorn might be one, and his. name one 1m the 
three lands: And for this purpofe, a confeflion of faith was com- 
pofed, andagreed upon by that venerable aflembly, together with 
catechifms larger and fhorter, propofitiops concerning church-go- 
vernment,, ordination of minifters, and direCtory for worfhip ; ail 
which were received and approved by the general afiembly, and 
a Aah of eftates in Scotland. 

The Lord thus profpering his work in the hands of his fervants 
em ployed in ecclefiaftical affairs; he gave no lefs countenance unto. 
‘the patliament of England, swith the aflitance they received from 
Scotland, in defeating all the wicked attempts of the popifh, pre- 
, Tatical and malignant party in England, overthrowing their tyran- 
“py, and reducing the fupporters thereof. A like vigtory ‘was ‘at 
Tength obtained over Montrofe in. Scotland, who commanded the 
‘soyalifts, er malignant party there, and had for fome time carried | 
all before him. And fa the king being worfted at all hands, and 
defpairing of overtaking his defigns, his army having been almoft 
all cut to pieces, and himfel Fobliged to fly, he reigned himfelf o- 
ver tothe Scots army at Newark, in the year 1646, and marched 
along with them to Newcaftle, and they, upon the frequent foli- 
citations of the Englith parliament, and their engaging for the 
king’s honourable treatment, delivered him over to them. After- 
wards, he falling into the hands of Cromwell and the Englith ar- 
my, a number in this nation violated the oath of God, which they: 
had lately come under, by engaging in an unlawful warwith Eng- 
land, commonly talled the Duke’s engagement, in order to rei- 
oug the king from his captivity, (notwithftanding that he flill per- 
‘fiftedin fis oppofition to the juftclaims both of the church and 
‘nation, and after all that was come upon him, could not be re- 

contiled to the covenants and work of reformation ;) where they 
were, in July. 1648, totally routed ‘by Oliver Cromwell; 
Duke Hamilton, their general, being made prifoner, . was. inc 
cerated, and afterwards beheaded. mo 
firated apaintt, and judicially gondeesate by the General A fe em 
bry of the church of Scotland; and the finfulnefs of it was 4 
blicly acknowledged as a ora of the covenant-union — en 
oa 
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wo nations, by all-ranks in Scotland, that fame year, at the Minova- 
sion of the folemn League andCovenant therein. At laft the King 
being feized upon by Cromwell and his fectarian armys, was, not= 
withitanding all the remonftrances both of church and iiate, re« 
moved by a violent death. Upon which the parliament of Scotland, 
on the 5th of February 1649, caufed proclaim his fon Charles II. 
King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, (which title he had 
affumed himfelf at the Hague, as foon as the report of his father’s 
death came to his ears,) promifing their fidelity and defence of his 
perfon, and authority, according to the national covenant, and the 
{clemn league and covenant : And at the fame time declaring, that 
before he be admitted to the exercife of the royal power, he fhall 
give fecurity for the prefervation and maintenance of the 
true reformed religion, and unity of the kingdoms, now eftablith- 
ed, by laws both civil and ecclefiaftic, according to the covenants. 
The which fecurity for religion and liberty, at the firft propofed 
treaty at the Hague, he deferred to grant, and afterwards po pon~ 
ed the figning of the treaty at Breda, when every thing was a~ 
greed upon, from the great hopes he entertained: of accomplith- 
ing his defign, without acquiefcing- with their demand, from Mon- 
trof{e’s expedition, whom he had fent into. Scotland with an army, 
in order to prepare his way into that kingdom, by devaftation 
with fre and fword: But this intrigue not fucceeding, he found 
himfelf obliged to comply with all their propofals, and figned the - 
‘treaty,  Lhis treaty the king did in effe& break, before he left 
Breda, by communicating after the epifcopal manner, contrary to 
the exprefs warning and remonftrance of the commiffioners from 
the church of Scotland, who went to him, and fhewed him:his 
fin in fo doing, and how inconfiftent it was with his own concef- 


fious in the prefent treaty ; and an evidence that he had nointen- >, 
tion to perform what he agreed to, but diflembled with God and 


man; and he, on the other hand, put them off with fham ex- 
cufes and profeffions; and fo, from their too much credulity to 
his fraudulent profeflions and promifes all along, they brought him 
over to Scotland, and before hislanding in this kingdom, he took 
the’ covenant at Spey, on the 23d June 1649, by. his oath fed- 
joined, in allowance and approbation of, the covenants national, 
and folemn league, obliging himfelf faithfully to profecute the 
ends thereof in his ftation and calling; and that for himfelf and 
fucceflors, he fhall agree to all acts of parliament enjoining the 
fame, and eftablifhing prefbytetial church government, the direc- 
_ tory fof worfhip, confeflion of faith, and catechifms, in the king- 
Om ef Scotland, as approved by the General Affemblies of this 
itt x and parliament of this kingdom. And for their further fa- > 
‘tisfa€tion, according to the aot the Weft-kirk, Edinburgh, Au- 
gu 13th, 1650, approved the. fame day by the committee of ¢[- 
_ tates; he» emitted a declaration. at Dumfermiine, by Uc rae ad 
: Cc 


oe 
Po 
Ln 


; 9 


fully and heartily acquiefcing with all their demands; all which: 
alterwards ferved fornothiug but as alafting monument of his horrid 
Perjury, wicked diflimulation, and mockery of God and man. And 
even|then, when this declaration was publifhed, he had formed a de- 
. ign for bringing in the enemies of the covenant, and work of refor- 
mation, both into the army and judicatories, and for dividing the 
Prefbyterians among themfelves. And this he effeétually manag- 
ed for both forefaid ends, by the public refolutions, on the :4th of 

December thatfame year 1650. ‘This woful and prime ftep of de- | 
fection, focontrary to the word, and injuriousto the work of Gop, 
was faithfully teftified againft by many, both minifters, and whole 
prefbyteries, who were fenfible of the prefentfinfulnefsand evil of i it, 
and forefaw the bitterand difmalconfequences that followed uponit. 

In the mean time, notwithftanding this, and other fhrewd evi- 
dences the king gave of his double dealing and hypocrify, he was 
crowned at Scoon, on the firft of January 1651, and had the co- 
venante national and folemn league again adminiftered unto him, 
by the reverend Mr. Douglas, after a fermon from 2 Kings x1. 12, 
17, which he, ina moftfolemn manner renewed, before the three ef- 
tates of Parliament, the commiflionersof the General Affembly,anda 
numerous congregation, in the words of his former oath at Spey ; 
with the coronation oath, as contained in the 8th 4d, Parl. tf, 
James VI. to all which he engaged before his coronation; and on 
thefe terms, and no other, were the oaths of fidelity to ‘him, as 
the lawful fupreme magiftrate, taken, at his receiptof theroyalautho- 
rity... And confequently, thefe covenant engagements became fun- 
damental conftitutions, both ia church and fate, and the door of 
accefs into oflice-bearing in cither, and the formal ground of the 
people’s {ubjetion. Then was the church’s appearance * Beat- 
* tiful as Tirzah, comely as Jerufalem, and pa: as an army 
‘. with banners.” 

From what is noticed above, the preibytery cannot te declare 
their hearty approbacion of the zeal, ‘courage, and faithfulnefs of 
our honoured anceftors, in their valiant contendings for the valu- : 
able liberties and privileges of the fpiritual kingdom of the Mgs- 
eraH, until they got the fame eftab'ifhed, and the nations brought 
under the moft folemn, facred and inviolable engagements, to main-« 
tain every’branchof this glorious reformation; a reformation, noton- 
ly fromthe more grofs errors, and idle ties of Popery, but from 
the more refined fuperftition of Prelacy, and all that Antichriftt- 
an and Eraftian fupremacy, that in former times had been exer- 
cifed on the heritage of the Lorp; a reformation of both '¢ 
divine ordinances of the miniftry and magiftracy, from all the. a 
bufes and corruptions. chereof, by the inventions of men, “joined 
with the above-mentionedeftablifhment of them, infome meafure 
of agreeablenefs unto their {criptural inftitution. 


Likeas, the prefbytery did, and one do declare their-appro- 
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bation of, and adherence unto forefaid reformation, in all the dif 
ferent parts and branches thereof, attained from 1638 to 1656 in« 
clufive, and {worn to in the national and folemn leapue and Ccove- 
nant, not exclufive of {uch parts of re‘ormation as were attained 
unto prior to this, but as a further advance on this foundation, 
and as being much more pure and agreeable to the infallible ftan- | 
dard of fcripture, than any formerly arrived at in thefe nations. 

The daughter of Zion, thus going forth in the perfection of 
ner beauty, when all ranks and Geatece voluntarily fubjected them- 
{elves unto the Royal Sceptre cf the Son of Gop, was moit 
comely in the eyes of her beloved: But oh! how is the gold be- 
come dim, andthe moft fine gold changed; the ftones of the 
fan€tuary are poured out on the top of every ftreet, fo that the 
houfe that was called of all people the houfe of prayer, is now 
become a den of thieves, ined no lefs infamoufly defpicable for 
deformation, than formerly highly admired for purity of refor- 
mation. This, at firft, began with the public refolutions of the 
commiffion, of the General Affem bly 4650, above»noticed, for 
taking into places of power and truit, in. judicatories and armies, 
{uch perfons as were known malignants, and in heart difatfected 
to the work, and people of Gon, putting it in their power to 
deftroy. and ‘Guih doven the Lorp’s work at their pleafures a prac- 
tice manifeftly inconfiftent bem covenant engagements, and 
the word of Gop, Deut. xxiii. 9. 2 Chron. xix. 2 Thofe that 
were then called proteftors, (for shege oppofing and proteiting a- 
gainft thefe refolutions,) continued ftedfaftly to witnefs againft 
the fame, as the firft remarkable ftep, to make way for that 
bloody cataftrophe, that afterwards befel the church. The Loan, 
then, in his righteous difpieafure and controverfy with the nation, 
for betraying of his caufe and intereft into the hands of his ene- 
mies, fold them. into the hand of that conquering ufurper, Oli- 
ver Cromwell, who, having ftript them of their civil liberties, as 
the molt effectual method to rob the church of her fpiritual privi- + 


leges, rand nullify the forcible obligation of the facred covenants, 


(which, when preferved, ferve as a ftrong barrier againft all fuch 
ufurpations,) framed a hellifh and almoft unbounded toleration in 
Scotland, of heretical and feétarian errors, for gratification of the 
abettors thereof, which was followed with a deluge of irreligion 
and impiety, drowning the nation in a ftill deeper apoftacy, 

In this hour of temptation, the witnefles for Curist endea- 
vouring to keep the word of his patience,. teltified againft thefe 
evils, as contrary to the word and oath of Gop, and deftrudctive of 
the church’s former glory. And Charles II. who had lately, by 


_all the confirmations of word, writ, and folemn oath, obliged .him- 


felf, for the maintenance and defence of religion anal liberty, hav- 
ing caft off the thing that was good, the enemy did puritic: him 
chat Oe inftead of peie able to fend as an head of defence ta me 
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nations, narrowly efcaped with life from the enemies hands, being 
obliged to abfcond and fly before the fe€taries unto France; where, 
and in other parts, he remained an exile for the fpace of ten years, 
and there difcovered, he had no regard to the principles he had 
profefied and {worn to maintain: But breaking his profeffed wed- 
lock with Curisty is faid, at that jun@ure, to have joined hands 
with the Romith whore, laying afide his cloak of profeffed godli- 
nefs, and again taking up with the myftery of iniquity. 

During the ten years ufurpation of Cromwell, thofe who endea- 
voured faithfulnefs, had a fight of afli€tion to keep their ground ; 
yet, after this came toa period, they had a far more fierce:encount- 
er, and of longer duration to engage in, in'the cruel and bloody tra- 
_ gedy acted upon them, for the fpace of 28 years. -: mi 

_ As, by the public refolutions, and forefaid unbounded tolera- 
tion, the bounds fixed by Jenovan, and hamologated and fworn 
to, in our national attainments end conflitution, were greatly al- 
tered; fo the parliament of England prepared the tools, whereby 
the carved work of the fan€tuary (as far as human craft-and cruelty 
could invent,) was broken down, in reftoring Charles H. without 
any conditions required, or exprefs limitations fet. And. Sharp 
being fent from the church of Scctland, to ftand up for her rights 
and privileges, fradulently fold her usto the hands of her enemies ; 
upon which, many of the profeffed difciplesof Curis, who follow- 
ed him in the fun-fhine of profperity and reformation, forfook him, 
and fled into the enemies camp. hus our decline began; but, - 
oh! to what a dreadful height, eraftianifm tyranny, and bleod- 
thed arrived, before the Lorn, in his providence, put a ftop to.it. 

Although the prefbytery cannot be fuppofed, in a confiltency 
with their prefent defign, to reckon up all, yet they would: en- 
deavour to take notice of fome of the moft remarkable inflances of 
backiliding, treachery and opprefiion, biood-thed, Gc. aGted in thefe 
nations during the late perfecuting period, together with the 

‘aithful contendings, and patient fufferings unto death of the faints 
and fervants of Curist, in this. hot furnace of afftion) unto 
which they were cafl. As, uf, The inkappyewchoo aan? 
Charles LH. in manner before mentioned commencing;.the faith- 
ful declarations and teftimonies given in favours of the covenanted — 
reformation and uniformity, were all on a fudden given up with; 
‘the viper received into our bofom, and again advanced unto the re, 
gal dignity, who foon difcovered himfelf to be of the ferpentine feed, - 
and by his wicked ayency imitated the dragon his mafter, by caft- 
ing out-of his mouth a flood of perfecution after the church.that 
he might caufe her to be deftroyed therewith. To this effet the: 
antichriftian yoke of abjured Prelacy, with all its tyrannical laws, 
_ and canonical train of obfervances, fervice book, ceremoni¢s;> Ge. 

was {peedily wreathed about Eagland’s neck, and Scotland foon 
felt part of ite’ weight: For, in the moath of dugu/? 1660, owhen. 
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fome of her moft zealous and faithful minifters met upon this 
emergency, inorder to fend an addrefs to the king, reminding him 
of his duty, and folemn cbligations to perform the fame; the com- 
ittee appointed by the parliament in the year 1651, for the ex- 
ercife of government, until another parliament fhould meet, who 
then thewed themfelves zealous forthe ref ormation, yet now 2 acted 
a counter-part, by incarcerating the forefaid minifters, and emit- 
ting a proclamation, prohibiting al! {uch meetings without the 
king’s authority, and all petitions and remonftrances, under pre 

tence that they were feditious. ‘Uhis was the firft beginning bf 
thofe forrows and calamities, that enfued in the many fanguinary 
laws afterwards made and executed upon the true friends of Zion. 

2dly, When the miniftry, by means of the forefaid prohibitions, 
were much difpirited from their duty , dreading fuch wfage as they 
had lately met with; the fanligateht which met in Scotland in 
December 1661, falls upon breaking down the carved work of the 
fanQuary effectually, and robbing our church of that folemn truit 
committed unto her by her glorious Head. hus did they wick- 
edly combine and gather ‘themfelves together to plot againit the 
‘Lorp, and againft his Anointed, that they might break his bands, 
and caft his cords from them. Por téhich intent after be -f{mearing 
the confciences of moft of the members with the guiit of that abo- 
minable‘and wicked oath of allegiance and fupremacy, that they 
might be fecuredto the court and king’s intereft, and ready to 
{wallow down whatever might be afterwards propofed, they hei d 
an ah refciffory, declaring all the parliaments, and a€ts of parlia- 

~ ment made in favour of reformation from the year 1640, to 1651, 
null and void. The king’s fupremacy over all perions, and im all 
caufes, is alerted. All meetings, affemblies, leagues and covenants 
“without the king’s authority, are declared unlawful and unwarrant- 
able. The renewing of the folemn league and covenant, or any 
other covenants or public oaths, without the king’s fpecial war- 
sant and approbation is difcharged. Befide thefe, another heincus 
act was framed by the fame parliament, for obferving every 29th 
of May asian annivesfary thank{giving, 1 in commemoration of the 
unhappy reftoration of this deftroyer of religion and reformation, 
- gdly, Inthe fecond feffion of the pretended parliament, in the 
year 1662, diocefan eraftian Prelacy isreftablifhed, and the king. 
folemnly invefted with the church’s theacthip, by aét’ of parlia- 
ment; wherein it is blafphemoufly debated; "Phat the order- 
“ ing and difpofal of the external government and ‘policy of ‘the 
«* church, doth properly belong unte his. me jetty. as an inherent 
~& right of: the crown. by virtue-of his royal pr eropative and fu- 
“, ‘premacy in all caufes ecciefiaftical * All” Gieh 20s of patlia- hs 
ment: or council are refcinded, whith mig hehe interpreted (as 
ae reat bears) to give any | other church power, eer, or 
overnr ent, to the offic e-bearers of the chureh t n2 ff ‘which 4 


acknowledgeth a dependence upon, and fubordination to the fove- 
reign power of the king as fupreme. And although the lordly 
Prelates were hereby promoted to all the privileges and dignities 
they poffeffed before the year 1638, yet muft they.all be account- 
able tothe king, in all their adminiftrations, and in fubordination 
to him, as univerfal bifhop of all England, Scotland and. Ireiand. 
By which the fountain of church power and authority is lodged in 
the king’s perfon, and CurisT is deprived of his dignity and de- 
throned as King and Head in Zion. _ And further, by the fecond 
act of that: perfidious parliament, the covenanted reformation, 
‘and all that was done in favours thereof, from 1638 to 1650, 
“ was declared treafonable and rebellious. Alike treafonable it was 
reckoned for fubjecis, on pretence of reformation, or any other pre- 
tence whatfoever, to enter into any feder.! affociation or to take 
vp arms agatnit the king. ‘They alfo declared that the national 
covenant, as {worn in the year 1638, and the folemn league 
and covenant, were, and are in themfelves unlawful oaths, and 
that they were impofed upon, and taken by the fubjeéts. of 
this kingdom, contrary to the fundamental laws and liberties 
thereof. And to complete all, they repealed all acts, ecclefiaftical 
and civil, approving the covenarts, particularly the aéts of the 
venerable aflembly at Glafgow 1638, declaring it an unlawful and 
feditious meeting. And thereafter, by a wicked aét of the council 
of Glafgow, more than three hundred minifters were illegally 
thurft from their charges for their non-conformity, in difcounte- 
nancing a diocefan meeting, or fynod appointed by the archbifhop - 
of Glaigow, and not obferving the anniverfary thank{fgiving, May _ 
2gth, enjoined by the parliament: The reft were violently ejeGted 
from the lawful exercife of their miniftry in their feveral parithes, 
and were afterwards commanded by act of parliament to remove 
themfelves and their families twenty miles diftant from their ree 
{peCtive flocks, and not to refide within fix miles of any of their 
(fo called) cathedrals, or three miles of a burgh: By thefe means, 
many of thofe poor perfecuted minifters, with their families, 
were brought into great hardfhips and wants, being fo far remov- 
ed from their beloved and affe€tionate flocks, that they were de- 
prived of that help from them, that doubtlefs they would chear- 
fully have miniflered, for relieving them in their neceflities and. 
firaits. All this was done at the inftigation of the Prelates, who 
could not endure to have a godly Prefbyterian minifter near them, | 
and were refolved to make them as miferable as poflible. 

As the obfervation of that anniverfay holy day, AZay 29th, wags 
again enjoined by this parliament 1662, with certification, the 
_ non-obfervance of which was one main caufe of the fufferings of - 
, the minifiers above noticed; we cannot pafs over without men- 


"+ tioning that moft abhorred and heaven-daring ignominy and con- 


tempt put upon our folemn and facred covenants, and upon Gor. 
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the great Party in them, at Linlithgow on that day, by a theatri- 
cal expofing, and prefumptuous committing them to the flames, 
together with The caufes of Gov’s wrath, Lex Rex, acts of parli- 
ament, acts of committees of eftates, and acts of affemblies made, 
during what they called the twenty two years rebellion, that is, 
from 1638, to i660, done by the authority of the pretended magi- 
ftrates there ; one of which, and the minifter, Ramfay, were for- 
metly zealous and aétive covenanters; and confequently now 
publicly avowed and proclaimed their perjury in the face of the 
fun, and left an indelible ftain upon their memory: ‘ge 

‘Hitherto although many, both minifters, gentlemen, and o- 
thers, had endured unexpreffible hardfhips and feverities, yet few 
or none fuffered to the death, fave that noble peer, the Mai quie of 
Argyle, who was condemned by the parliament 1661, and behead-_ 
ed May 27th; and the reverend Mr. Fames Guthrie, who fuffered 
five days thereafter. Thefe two were fingled out, the one in the 
ftate, the other in the church, to fail a victim to the refentment. 
and fury of the enemies of ‘that covenanted work of reformation, 
which they had both in an eminent manner been honoured of 
Gop to fupport and advance; and alfo as a fpecimen of what 
was afterwards to be the fate of all that fhould adhere to the fame 
gloridus caufe, and ftand up for Gop againft thefe workers of ini- 
quity. And as the foundation of that antichriftian and wicked 
hierarchy in the church, and of arbitrary power, and abfolute ty-. 
ranny in the ftate, was laid in the blood of thefe two proto-mar- 
tyrs for the covenant and caufe of Gop; fo they now (July 1663) 
proceeded to build it up with the blood of another noble and wor- 
thy patriot, the eminently religious and learned Lord Warriffon. 
He having before, in 1660, when Argyle was apprehended, been 
ordered, together with feveral others, to be fecured and commit- 
ted to prifon, fled beyond fea, ro efcape the. fury of his enemies, 
and even there did their crafty malice reach him; for having fent 
out one of their blood-thirfty emiffaries in queft of him, he was 
apprehended by bim at Roan in France, brought over to London, 
and fent thence to Edinburgh, where he was executed on a for- 
mer-unjult fentence of forfeiture, and death paft upon him in his 
—abfence. -Thus they built up Zion with blood, and Jerufalem 
with iniquity: But all this was nothing to the cruelty that follow- 
ed, and the righteous blood afterwards fhed in that quarrel. | 

4thly, Although the faithful fervants of Crist gave too filent 
{ubmiflion for a time to thefe encroachments made upon their fa- 
_ cred functions 5 yet, as they received not their mif_ion from men, 
fo they refolved not to become the fervants of men, but to hazard 
the lois of every thing that was dear to them in this world, that 
they might fhew themfelves faithful unto their Lord and.Mafter, 
and valiant for his truth upon the earth, in going forth without 
the camp, bearing his reproach. When chey could no longer with 
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a.fafe confcience enjoy their benefices and churches, and the Lorp 
fo exprefly called for their fervite, in feeding the ftarving fouls of 
his people, they betook themfelves to the open fields, fetting their 
faces to ailthe ftorms to which they were expofed by that high 
commiffion court that was, ere€ted; wherein the. bifhops were 
chief agents, being made neceflary membets thereof for putting 
the former, with what fubfequent wicked laws were made again 
the’ fervants of Curist, in execution.. And by this time that 
deceiving, cruel,, perjured apoftate, bifhop Sharp, had obtained 
the prefidency in this, and all other public courts in the kingdom, 
The’ proceedings of this court were very unjuft, cruel and arbitra- 
ry, fimilar to its prepofterous and illegal conftitution: Perfons 
were without any accufation, information, witnefs.or accufer, ar- 
raigned before them, to anfwer fuper inquirendis to whatever in- 
terrogatori¢s they were pleafed to prepofe, without licence to make 
any lawful defence, or upon their offering fo to do, they were re- 
quired to take the oath of fupremacy, their refufal of which was 
accounted caufe fuflicient for proceeding againft them. And. 

though taking order with Papifts was firft in their commiflion, yet 
laft, or rather not at all, in execution 5 while their infernal rage 
was principally feton Prefbyterians; in fining, confining and im- 
prifoning them} for the non-conformity of minifters, and theit 
difregarding their pretended fentences of depofition, and the peo- 
ple’s refufing te countenance the authority and. miniliry of thefe 
prelatic wolves, who came in to {catter and tear the flock of. 
Curist ; but endeavouring to cleave to their lawful paflors, to 
have equa! friends and foes with them, and to hear Curist’s law 
of kindnefs fromm their mouth. The idol of jealoufy was thus fet 
up in the houfe of Gon, and our Lorp Jesus Caris® facrile- 
gioufly robbed of his incommunicable fupremacy and: headthip 
‘over his church by the ftate ; whereby the Pope’s fupremacy was 
well nigh claimed, and Spanifh inquifition cruelty almoft. acted 
by this abominable court: And all, at the infligation,. and for 
the gratification of thefe monfters of iniquity, the Prelates; who 


. ftil agitated the court to exercile more cruelty, than even of them- 


felves they were inclinable to. i be 
gthly, Upon the decline of this rigorous court, new meafures 
were again fallen upon, for the oppreflion, fuppreflion, and ex- 
tirpation of the true reformed religion, and the profeffors of it.. 
The council being very diligent and careful to deprive the 
Lorp’s people of every thing, which might contribute to their 
eftablifhment and confirmation in the righteoufnefs and equity at 
the canfe and covenant of God, for which they fuffered, and 
which’ tended to expofe their tyranny and treafon againft Gop, 
“ordered the famous Mr. Brown’s Apologetical. Relation to be: burnt 


fv the high ftreet of Edinburgh, on February 14th, 1666, by the 
hand of the common hangman ; and all perfons who had copies of — 


We 
i wetthay 


_ | 


their hellifh enmity and f{pite again{t our covenanted reformation, 
and every thing written in defence thereof, and in vindication of | 
thofe that fuffered for their adherence toit. About the fame time, 
Sharp, for the more effeCtual accomplifhment of his wicked de- 
figns, (the high commiflion being now diffolved, and his guilty — 
confcience, it feems, fuggefting fears of an infurre€tion of the - 
oppreffed, torelieve themfelves from their cruel oppreffors,) obtains 
an orderfrom theking for raifing an additional number of forces, for 
the fecurity and eftablifhment of himfelf and his affociates in their 
thrones of iniquity, by deftroying all che faithful in theland, op=. 
prefling and wearing out the faints of the Moft High, and burns 
ing up and difperfing all the fynagogues of Gon in the nation. 
In confequence. of this, about 3000 foot, and eight troops of 
dragoons were got together, and the command of them given to 
Dalziel of Binns, a wicked, fierce, cruel man. Thefe were the 
inftruments of that unprecedented barbarity, cruelty and oppref- 
fion committed in the Weft, after the defeat of Colonel Wallace, 
and his little army of covenanters at Pentland-hills, November 
28th, 1666. The occafion and. caufe of which rifing, was in 
fhort'this : Sir Fames Turner had been fent the year before, into 
the South weft thires of Dumfries and Kirkcubright, in order to 
fupprefs conventicles, (fo they called the affembiies af Gop’s 
people. for public worlhip, and other religious exercife,} to levy 
the fines appointed by the pariiament, and to oblige the people to 
conform and fubmit to the bifhops and curates by force of arms. 
Turnet, in purfuance of thefe orders, committed great feverities, 
dreadfully opprefied, robbed and fpoiied the country. In the pa- 
rifh of Dalry, in Galloway, three or four of his blackguard crews 
feizing’upon a poor country-man, carried himto his own houfe, 
and were guing to torture him ina cruel manner, by fetting him 
naked on a red-hot grid-iron; which four of the perfecuted party 
hearing of, they repaired to the houfe, difarmed the foldiers, (up-= 
on their refufing tobe intreated in behalf of the poor man,) and 
delivered their fellow.fufferer: And left the reft of the foldiers - 
quartered inthe parifh (to force people to keep their parifh church,) 
fhould fal! upon them, they being joined with feven or eigh: more 
of their friends, attacked them early next morning, amounting a- 
bout twelve in number, and difarmed them, killing one that made - 
refiftance. Wherenpon the country being alarmed, arid being ap- 
prehenfive, from fad experience, of the revenge Sit James would 
take upon the whole country for this affront, without diftinction _ 
of age orfex; they determine to fiand in their own defence s 
And getting together a good number of horfe and foot, they 
march to Dumfries, furprife Turner himfelf, take him prifoner, 
and difarm his foldiers; without a farther violences Being thu? 
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by providence engaged, PA any bope of retreat, and being 
jomned by many more of their brethren in the fame condition with 
themfelves, fome minifters, and Colonel Wallace, afterwards 
ehofen General, they come to Lanetk, where they .renew the co- 
venanf, November 26th, 1666, and thence to Pentland-hills, 
where, being. attacked by Daiziel and his blood-hounds, they WEE, 
notwithftanding their bravery in repulfing the enemy twice, at 
yr ira. ox! routed, many of them killed and taken prifoners, moft 
f th prifoners. ‘treacheroully executed, (notwithftanding they 
were taken upon folemn promife to have their lives fpared,) of 
whom the Lorp was gracioufly pleafed, not only to accept of.a 
teftimony, by fufferings, but alfo countenanced them, even to. 
admiration, in fealing the fame with their blood. After this, 
there were fevere ediéts iffued out againft all who had any hand 
in this appearance for Gon’s caufe, and covenant, (called by them 
rebellion, a horrible confpiracy, and what not ;) all the fubjects 
were ftriGtiy charged not to harbour, refet, fupply, or apy man- | 
ner of way to.correfpond with any that were concerned in this en- 
gagement ; but to purfue and deliver them up to juftice, or.o- 
therwife to be efteemed and punifhed as favourers of it. This ap- 
pearance for religion and liberty, became, for a time, the princi- 
pal crime for which thofe were indited who were profecuted by. 
this wicked council, and other mercilefs enemies, to whom ey 
committed the management of their affairs. % 
6thly, Although the cruelty.of the court had hitherto. betty very 
great; yet they had not wholly efiectuated. their wicked defign - 
of exterminating and deftroying true religion, and the profeflors. 
thereof, both minifters and people; but, like Ifrael under Pha- 
roah’e yoke; the more they oppreffed them, and fupprefled their 
mectings, the more numerous and frequent they grew, fo that 
their enemies were obliged to alter their courfe a little from crue. 
-elty into craft. This appeared in the firfl indulgence, granted 
anno 1669, with defign to divide Prefbyterians among themfelves, _ 
that they might the more eafily deftroy them. Hereby, a.pre- 
tended liberty was given to feveral minifters, ejected by the act 
of Glafgow 1662, (efpegially. public refolutioners, who had for- ° 
merly feryed the court intereft in that matter,) under certain re-, 
frictions; deftru@tive of their minifterial freedom and faithful. 
nefs, to preach and exercife the other fun@tions of the miniftry. 
in vacant churches’ In this fraudulent fnare many were taken 5 
and even fuch of them as did accept of the indulgence, but did — 
- not keep by the infiru€tions given them by the council, and ob-. 
ferve the wicked anniverfary, &c. were afterwards profecuted, fin- 
ed, and fome turned out: And thofe who refufed compliance, 
| therewith. and teftified againft it, as flowing from that blafphe-. 
mous fupremacy and abfolute power which the king had aflumed, 
were moit feverely. handled, and their aflemblies for publ oak 
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fhip interdi€ted under the higheft pains. A fecond indulgence | 
was framed in the year 1672, in which net they expected to in-. 
clofe fuch as the firft had not caught. By this, liberty was grant- 
ed to a number of non-conformed minifters, named by the coun- 
cil, not yet indulged, to exercife their minifiry in fuch places as 
the council thought fit to ordain and appoint them, conforming 
themfelves to the rules given by the council to thofe that were 
formerly indulged, befides other reftrictions, wherewith this new 
liberty was clogged. And, as one fpecial defign of the court, in 
granting both the firft and this fecond indulgence, was to put an — 
effectual Rop to the meetings of the Lorp’s people, ludicrovily ” 
called by them, field conventicles ; fo they -took occafion, on ac- 
count of their contempt of this their indulgence and liberty, to 
profecute all fuch as kept, or attended on thofe meetings, in a 
more mercilefs and furious manner. This indulgence was accepte 
éd ‘by many ‘minifters ; and part thereof by others reprefented as a 
grievance, and redrefs required. But although nothing of this 
kind was’ obtained, yet it was fallen in with, and accepted by. 
moft’ of thofe who fubfcribéd the remonftrance againft ir: And 
thofe few who Fejected it, and continued faithfully to difcharge 
their official truft in the open fields, without coming under any 
of thefe finful reftritions, became, more efpecially, he butt of 
their enemies malice and tyranny, were more vigoroufly prefe- 
ctited; and fuch as were fufpected, or convicted of attending on 
their field meetings, were fined in an exorbitant manner, “and. 
minifters imprifoned, when they could be apprehended. And 
becaufe the‘e field meetings, the great eye-fore of the Prelates, 

ftill increafed, they prevailed with the council 1674, to take more 
{pecial notice ‘of the preachers at faid meetings; who appointed a 
committee for that effect, and ordered their chancellor to fend 
out parties to apprehend certain of them, according \to their dis 

rection And the fame year, a bond was impofed, binding and 

obliging tenants, that if they, their wives, or any of their chil. — 
_ dren, cottars or fervairts, fhould keep, or be: prefent at, any con. 
venticles, either in houfes or fields; that évery tenant labouring 
land, be fined for each houfe conventicle, in 25/ Scots; each 
cottar in 127 Scots; each fervant man, in a fourth part of his 
year’ s fee; and tufbands the half of thefe fines, for fuch of their 
wives and children, as fhall be at houfe conventicles, and the 
double of thefe refpe€tive fines, for each of the faid perfons 
-who fhall be at any field conventicles, &c. And upon re+~ 
fufal of faid bond. they were to be put to the horn, and their 
efcheat or forfeiture given to their mafters. They. likewife, 
at the fame time, iffued forth another proclamation, for appre- 
hending the holders of, and repairers to field meetings, by them 
defigned rebels, and whoever fhould feize fuch fhould have the 
oJ fo see tig hm for their reward; with a particular 
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fum off ‘red, for apprehending any of the conventicle preachers ; - 
and ‘his fam doubled, for fome that were more eminent among 
them, and diligent in working the work of him that fent . 
them, againft whom their malice was more efpecially turned. 
Thefe peers meafures they continued to profecute ; and in the 
year 1675, letters of intercommuning were given out againft fe- 
veral mmitters and private Chriftians, by name, both denouncing 
them rebels, and fecluding them from all fociety in the kingdom 
of Scotland , further requiring, that no accommodation fhould 
oS given, or communication any manner of way held with them, 
“under the pain of being {according to them) accounted /ocit cri- 
minis, (fe e. art and part) and purfued, as guilty with them of the 
fame crimes Thefe inhuman and unprecedented methods, re- 
duce] the fufferers to many wanderings and great hardthips It 
is impoflib'e to recite the miferies theie faithful confeflors under- 
went, wandering about in ‘defarts, in mountains, in dens, and in 
caves of the earth, deftitute) afflited, tormented; befides the 
other fevere impofitions upon the: country in general, the bonds 
, ~ impofed, and rage of the Highland hoft then raifed, which toge- : 
ther with the foldiers, greatly fpoiled and robbed the weft coun- 
try efpecially, by which means; poor people were ‘hhigy to sab 
Jow circumilances. ' 
athly, Woreithitandiag of all the tyranny and igeactibry hi: 
therto exercifed, the word of Gop grew, and converts unto 
Curist, and the obedience of the gofpel, were daily mutliplied ; 
minifters being forward and willing to preach, and the people 
willing to hear and receive the law from their mouth, on all/ha- 
zards: And tbe Loxp Jxsus, following his word and ordinances 
with his bleffify, fhewed himfelf as mighty and powerful in the 
open fields, whitherithey were driven, as ever he had done in their 
churches, from whence they were driven, and which were now 
fhut againft them, and filled with time-fervers, and antichrift’s vaf- 
fals: But againft Curt Y’s ftandard and banner thus difplayed, the 
tyrant Charles Il. ereted his oppofite ftandard, for the utter deftruc- 
tion of Curits’s true fervants and fubjeis. And having declar- 
ed their lawful meetings for the worthip of Gop, according to his 
word, execrable rendezvoufes of rebellion ; a convention of eftates 
in 1678, was called and met, by which a large cefs was impofed to 
- maintain an additional army, for the fuppreflion of the true religi- 
on and liberty, and fecuring tyranny and arbitrary government. 
On account of the impofition of this cefs, and the rigorous exacti- 
on of it, together with the cruelties and ravages of this new, army 
maintained by it, (the foldiers having commiffion to difmifs and 
difperfe their meetings, difarm, imprifon and kill preachers and | 
people, in cafe of refiftance ; and a price being put upon the heads 
of feveral faithful minitters, if brought to the council dead or 
alive) both minifters and people were laid under the necelhity Cs 
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carrying arms for their own defence, when difpenfing and attend- 
ing upon gotpel ordinances : And it was no wonder, that, finding 
themielves thus appointed as fheep for the flaughter, they looked 
upen this astheir duty, and accordingly provided themfelves with. 
arms for their neceflary defence, againft the wicked violence of 
thofe who thirfted after their blood, and (which was to them much 
-more dear and precious,) the ruin and deftruction of the caule, 
intereft, and gofpel of Curist inthe land. Unto thefe fevere 
and hellith meafures , fatien. upon, at this tirne, for the more effec- 
tual. fuppreffion and. extirpation of the gofpel of CuRisT, and 
profeflors of it, the managers were principally infligated by that 


_arch-apoftate Sharp ; tho’ a bad preparative | for his exit out of this 


ores which foon, came to ae in the year, aa. * in the fe S 


ne aes 


Gon’s faints. and ian, had bleod given him to drink becaufe — 
che was worthy. 


Brhly, That the land might be more deeply foaked with blood, 


and made more heavily to groan under the inhabitants thereof, 


6 Who had tranfgreffed, the laws, changed the ordinances, and 


4 broken the everlaiting covenant ;” that the fcene of cruel fuffer- 


ang might be more widely opencd, and the bloody tragedy more 


a 


a 


veficQtually acted; the primate’s death-muit now be added to the 


¥ other pretended crimes of the fufferers.. Many were terribly har- 


_ vaffed on that account, who were no ways concerned in the action; 
and fome were cruelly tortured and butchered by them for the 


ae ae 
a ; 


a 
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fame caufe, tho’ innocent thereof, (for none of the actors did ever 


‘fall into their hande.) Thefe enemies were hereby rendered more 


rude, barbarous and hard-hearted to all the fufferers who afterwards 
fell into their hands, and breathed out threatenings and¢dlaughter 
~-againtt the whole body of the perfecuted Prefbyterians through the 


nation. Ali this, however did not. difpiric thefe zealous witnefles, 
mor difcourage them from attending to their work and duty ; for. 
swe find them on the 2gth of May 1679, publishing their teftimonyat 
Rutherglen againft the wicked anniverfary, on the fame day ap- 
pointed by the court for its celebration, and againft all that had 


. -been done publicly by thefe enemies of Curist for the over- 
throw of his work and intereft in the lands. They likewife 
_ committed their aéts refciffory, fupremacy, at reftoring abjured 


Prelacy, a€t of Gla/gow 1662, the prefumptuous act for appointing 
‘May 29th for an holy auniverfary, indulgences, — &c. all to the 
flames, their juft defert, in retaliation torthe impious treatment, 
given unto our folemn and facred covenants, and other good 
and laudable aéts and laws for reformation, by their facrilegious 


- enemies in fundry cities of thefe covenanted kingdoms. And fo, 


after extinguithing the bonfires, a park: of the unholy folemnity of 
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the enemies anniverfary day, and concluding what they had done 
with prayer and praife, as they had begun, (Mr. Douglas, one of 
their minifters being along with them) they withdrew. This 
Chriftian valour was followed with the Lorn’s appearance for 
them, ina remarkabie manner, en the following Salat) at Drum- 
clog, neat Leudonpill, where being attacked by Claverhoufe, when 
-‘vattending on public worfhip, they compleatly routed him and his 
troops, refcued Mr. John King, and a number of other prifoners, 
whom Claverhoufe had feized that morning, from their hands. 
_ Afterwards they declared the grounds and caufes of their prefent 
defenfive pofture, in that fhort manifefto, or declaration,  publifhed 
at Glasgow, Fyne Sth, 1679. But when their numbers multiplied, 
their divifions increafed, and lawful means for honeftly defending 
the caufe, were by the majority refufed-. Mr. Welfh and that 
eraflian party with him, being by this time come up, did, in their 
declaration at Hamiltun, take in the tyrant’s intereft; again which, 
thofe who were honeft and faithful to the intereft of Zion’s king 
contended, and protefted, that in confcience they could not take in 
the intereft of one into the ftate of the quarrel, who had manifeitly _ 
{tated himfelf in oppofition to the intereft of Curist ; that it was” 
inconfiftent with the covenant, which could not bind them to ef- 
poufe the intereft of its deftroyers, and the deftroyers of all that 
adhered to it; and alfo contrary to their teftimony and declaration’ 
for the covenants and work of reformation at Rutherglen, Gla/gow,s. 
ec. and againft all defe€tion from the fame. ty Othe 
‘Thus, when the moft part in a great ‘meafure forfook the Lorb, | 
he was juftly provoked to forfake them, and their great divifions — 
landing them in fuch confufion, they became an eafy prey to the. 
enemy, by whom»they were totally routed at Bothwell, Fune 22d 
1679, where they feit the difmal fruits and confequences of join=” 
ing at all with that eraftain fadtion, after they had openly declar- — 
ed and difcovered what they were. This was fofar from preving’ 
any defence to them, notwithftanding the numbers of that party, ¢ 
that it proved their deftru€tion. And thofe whofe hearts -were 
upright and honeft in the caufe of Gop, by their means, in holy” 
fovereignty, were made to fall a facrifice to their enemies’ wrath. ~ 
The flain on that day were many, and the after-cruelty to prifon= 
ers great; they being carried unto, and kept for along ‘time. 
in the Grey-fricrs church yard of Edinburgh, expofed, defencelefe, ~ 
night and day to tempefts of all kinds. By this inhuman ufage — 
(with defign to wear out the faints of the Moft High) together 
_ with the infinuations and perfuafions of fome of the indulgence-’» 
favourers, their faith failing them in this hour of temptation, and 
fear prevailing, a number ‘of thefe prifoners were perfuaded to - 
take the infnaring bond of peace, whereby they were engaged to 
own their rifing at Bothwell to be rebellion, and to oblige themfelves _ 
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never to- Prae in arms againft the king, sa to live peaceably, fo", 
while others of them were tortured, not accepting deliverance. 

othly, Altho’ this defeat and Aitoarfcls of the efpoufers of the 
truth and caufe of CuRisT, in oppofition both to its avowed ene- 
mics, and fecret betrayers, brought the remnant that were left. 
into very melancholy circumftances ; th~ir enemies having in’a 
great meafure extinguifhed the light of the go fpel, by apprehend- 
ing and fhedding the blood of their faithful pittors? who ufed to 
hold, forth the werd of life unto them, as a light whereby they. 
might difcern between fin and duty: And others who had for- 
-merly been helpful unto them, in ftrengthening their hands, and 
encouraging their hearts, in the way of their duty, were overtaken 
and borne down with fainting and. difcouragement ; ; fo that, in re- 
fpedt of public guides, they were at this time as fheep without a 
fhepherd: Yet, in this difconfolate and {cattered ftate and conditi- 
on, CHRIST, the chief thepherd, had compaflion on them, and 
raifed up thefe two faithful minifters and zealous contenders for 
the faith once delivered to thefaints, Mefirs. Richard Cameron, and 
Donald Gargill, to come forth for the help of the Lop againft 
the mighty, and to jeopard their lives along with his people in the 
high places of the field, in bearing faithful tefimony for his noble 
truths sand caufe, and again{t all the fins and defections of the 
~ times, The firft. ef thefe,. {oon after he had fhewed his activity 
and zeal in that banner difplayed againit the church’s enemies, 
in the declaration publifhed at Sangubar, June 22d, 1680, did ho-~ _ 
nourably and bravely finifh his courfe among many others of 
Zion’s true friends, in the defeat they again fuitained at Air mofs, 
‘where, i in imitation of his princely Mafter, he valiantly fought his 
way to the incorruptible crown: The latier afterwards narrowly 
efcaped his enemics hands, (by means of Mr Henry Hall of Haugh- 
bead, that honeft fufferer for truth, who, to fave his minifter’s life, 
loft his own; on whom the Queensferry paper, a draught of a 
_, covenant engagement unto certain duties, was found,) and was, 
by the power and providence of Gop preferved, until hé iccom- 
plifhed that fignal piece of generation work, in drawing forth the 
fword of excommunication againft the tyrant Charles. Il. and fome 
* others of the chief actors in that bloody tragedy.: And that be- 
caufe of. their blood-thed, perjury, heaven. daring ‘profanenefs, de- 
bauchery, inhuman and favage cruelty acted upon the people of 
Gop. The which fentence ftuck faft in the hearts of thefe ene. 
raies of Zion’s king unto the day of their death, and, by fome of 
their own acknowledgements, would, through eternity. Shortly 
after this, that. faithful: minifter crowned his work with martyr- 
dom, and entered into his Mafter’s joy. 

This murdering period {pared euticy paftor nor peugie,’ age 
nor fex; while grofs tranfgreffors, and deluded enthufiafts, as Gié 
and his faction, were {creened frem condign punifiment, though 
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fome of them had arrived at that prodigious length in wickednefs, 
as to commit the holy fcriptures, and confeffion of faith, to the - 
flames. . oe 
‘tothly, So many of thefe once living and lively witneffes for | 
CurisT, being now flain, and what was yet furviving of the fcat- - 
tered flock deprived of their painful thepberds, and not being able 
to drink of the fantuary waters, fo mudded by their former paf- 
tors, who had defi'ed the fame by finful comp'iance with the time’s 
defections ; they refolved, under divine diretion, to gather them- 
felves together into a general meeting, for advifing and informing 
one another anent their duty, in fuch critical times of common. 
danger, that fo whatever concerned the whole, might be done. 
with due deliberation, and common conient. The wnich general 
meetings afterwards afforded them both good comfort amidft their 
difcouragements, and alfo good council amidft their perplexities 
and doubts, and proved an excellent expedient for preferving the 
remnant from the deftruCtion and contagion of the times, propagae 
tion of the teftimony, and keeping alive the public fpirit of zeal 
and concern for the caufe and intereft of Curist; and for thefe 
fame ends they have been kept up ever fince. 
_ Inthe mean time, that evil inftrument, James duke of York, 
receiving commifion from his perjured brother to prefide in the. 
whole adminittration of Scots affairs, upon his arrival for this effect, 
held in parliament, which began Fu/y 28th, 1681 3 wherein, be= 
fides other of his wicked a€ts, the deteftabic, bafphemous, and 
felf-contradi€tory teft was framed, which in the firtt part thereof, — 
contains the fwearer’s folemn declaration, by oath, of his fincere 
profefion of the true Proteftant religion, contained in the firft 
confeffion of faith ratified by Parl iff, James VI 1567, (which 
confeffion afferts, in the ftrongeft terms, CHrist’s alone headtfhip 
and {upremacy, as law-giver and King in his church, without co- 
partner. or competitor), and that he fhalt adhere thereunto ail the 
days of his life, and renounce all doctrines, principles or practices . 
contrary thereunto, and inconfiftent therewith ; while, in manifeft 
contradiCtion thereunto, the biafphemous fupremacy, in the ute 
moft extent thereof, is afferred, the covenants national and folemn 
league, the chief barriers againft Popery, Eraftianifm, and arbisrary 
power, are renounced, and unlimited allegiance unto the occupant, 
is enjoined and {worn to, and the prelatical government of the 
church confirmed. - ae os es abe 
~ This oath was at firft adminiftered to thefe in public truft only, 
and thereby, all were turned out of their places, who had any 
principles of common honefly remaining in them; but afterwards 
it was impofed upon perfons of all ranks. Ayaicft which finful 
encroachments on religion and liberty, the witn: fling perfecuted 
remnant accounted themfelves bound in duty to emit th ir tefti- 


mony, which they publifhed at Lanerk, January s2thy 1682, ade 


Ceased 


hering to, and confirming their former one at Sangubar, and giv- 
ing reafons at length. for their difowning the unlawful authority 


of Charles 11 Upon intelligence hereof, this declaration, with 


_thofe at Rutherglen and Sangubar, were, by order of the council, 


te 


with great folemnity, burnt at the crofs of Edinburgh, by the ma- 


giftrates in their robes, together with the iolema league and co- 
venant, which hat been burnt formerly; but now they would 
give new demonftrations of their rage agaynft it, in conjunction 


with thefe declarations, which they faw and acknowledged were 


evidently conformed to, and founded upon it After the publi+ 
cation of this teftimony. the fuff-rings of that’ poor people that | 
owned it, were fodder and fharper than ever before, by hunting, 
purfuing, apprehending, imprifonment, hadtfment, death and 
torture 3 this: uicreahing rage, oppreffion, cruc.ty and bloodthed, 
being no more than what they might look for, agreeable to the 
fpirit and principles of that popith incendiary, to whom fuch truft 
was committed. | 

Lithly, Ihe poor wrettling | remnant, befides their other grie- 
vous calamities ana fufferings, being now obnoxious to much cen- 
fure, intheir appearances for truth reproached, and invidiouily 
mifreprefented, both at home and abroad, by thofe that were at 
eafe in Ziony as having forfaken the right way, andruninto wiid, 


extravagant and unhappy courfes: Ana withal, being at this time 


deftitute and deprived of their public ftandard-bearers; the feriés 


_ of witnefles, (fince the. death of Mefirs. Cameron and Cargill, ) 


‘maintaining the teftimony again the public national defections, 


. being in all appearance . interrupted, except by martyrdom and 


_fufferings ; they were obliged to exert themfelves, both for their 


vindication from thofe calumnies and flanders, Voiccemrithe they 
were loaded by their enemies, to foreign Proteftant churches efpe- 

sally, and for obtaining a fupply of gofpel minifters. Wherefore, 
tending fome of their number abroad, to.reprefent the righteoul- 


onefs of their caufe to the churches there, and crave their fympa- 


thy, in helping them to a fupply of gofpe! minifters; He Ge 
was gracioully pleafed to countenance aid blefs their endeavours fo, 
that they obtained vaccefs for the inflructiin and. ordination of 
young men for the mini fry, atan univerfity in the United Provin= 
ces3_and, im procefs of time gave them a great reviving in-their 
bondage, by fending forth his faithful ambaflador, Mr Fames Ren 
wick, who, while he ftood on 4ion's watch. tower, cealed not 


night and day, to give faithful warning of the danger approach- 


ing the city of Gop; evidently difcovering his being clothed with 
his. Mafter’s commiffion, in bearing faithful teftimony, both 
againft the avowed enemies of truth, and backfliders from it. ~ 


‘And notwithftanding all the malicious. rage of deadly foes, rang- 


ing and keenly purfuing him, through open or more fecret places, 
the Teproach of tongues, and oe mockings he endured, by the 


¢ 
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divine bleffing, on his painful labours, amidft his riany Hdd, 
the number of Zion’s friendsiwere greatly increafed, by the incom-~ 
ingand joining of many to the fellowlhip of their fettled focicties, 
who tefolutely chofe, rather to fuffer affliCtion with the people 9 
Gop, than to enjoy the pleafures of fin, which are but for a fe 
fon. Upon this further attack. upon Satan’s intereft, his emifla- 
ties iflue forth frefh orders, ‘and give commiflion to foldiers, foot, 
and dragoons, to hunt, fearch,; and feek them out of all their mot 
fecret dens, caves aud lurking places, where they might hide them- 
felves, in the moft remote} and wildeft glens and receffes in the 
mountains and defarts, allowing them te. kill, flay, deftroy,and any 
way to make an end of them, wherever they might be found ; 
commanding the whole countr yrat their peril, to afliit them; and 
to raife the hue and cry after the poor wanderers, and not to 
refet, harbour, fuccour or correfpond with them any manner of 
way, under the higheft pains, but to dotheir utmoft in informing 
againft them. ‘hus, without regard to any of their unlawful 
forms of legal procedure, they defiled and ‘befmeared, the high 
places’ of the ficid with innocent blood. Thefe unprecedented 
methods and meafures obliged the fufferers for their own prefer- 
vation, for flopping the deluge of blood, and to deter the info- 
lence of intelligencers and i infor ii sers, to pabjitts the apologetic | de- 
claration, which they afxed on fevcral market croflés, and parith 
church doors, upon the 28th of Odfober i684; wherein they. de- 
clare their firm refoiution of conftant adherence to their covenant- 
ed engagemente,—and to the declaration, difowning the authority 
of Charles arch warning all bloody Doegs, and flattering Ziph- 
ites, to expect to be dealt mitt, as they deal with thems; to be con- 
fidered asenemies to Gop, and the covenanted reformration, ‘and 
according to their power, ate the degree of their offence, punifh- 
4 as fucn, Gc. After this declaranon, thefe enemies were full 
‘@, enraged, and their fury flamed more than ever formerly : 
7 -y framed an cath, commonly called the oath of abjurations 
rt and a inne the fame, and by a venomous bieody pro- 
' clam@etn, enjoined this oath to be taken by all univerfally, from 
10 years and upwards, women as well as men, under pain of 
death ; and many prifoners who having the oath tendered them, re- 
fafed or declined it, were fentenced and executed all in one day, 
oh ahaha to the tenor of their proclamation _ And moreover, 
they, on this occafion, renewed their orders and commrflion to 
_the foldiers, for purfuing and chafing after the rebels (as they dé- 
- \figned them), more vigoroufly and violently,. and to fhoot, or o- 
ee put them to. death wherever they did find them. 
In the midft.of this confufion of flaughter and. bloodfthed, Gop 
cut off by death, February. Oth, 1685, that vile perfon, the author 
and authorifer of all this mifchief, Charles Il, who Antiochus-like, 
amc in peacably, and obtained the kingdom by flattery, (Dan. 


(935) 


iH.) reigned tteacheroully and bloodily, and like that wicked king 
Feboram, (2 Chron. xxi.) died without es defired or lamented, 


poifoned, as was thought, by his unnatural popith brother. And, 


notwithftanding of al} his baftards, begotten in adultery. and fart 


nication, at home and abroad, he died without any to fucceed him, 
exceptihim that is faid to have murdered him. Gop parfued him 
with the curfe of Aie/the Bethelite, for his rebuilding of that curf- 
ed Fericha, Prelacy ; atid of that impious and wicked tyrant’ Co 
niah, ( Fer. xxit ) for hia treachery and cruelty; “ Thas faith the 
‘© Lorb, write ye this man childle fs, aman that fhall not prof- 
** per in his days, for no man of his feed fhall profper, fitting any 
€ more upon the throne of i la 

42thly, Notwith{taading the -abundant proof that the Duke 
of York had given, in many infances, and in both es, of 
hisbeing a vaflal of Antichrift, and notwithanding of his open 
and ‘public profeffion of Papiftry upon his brother’s deaths fairly 
warning’ ‘all what they might expe@: Yet thofe, who fat at the 
helna of affairs, wefe not debeured from committing the reins of 
government into his hands ; but contrary to the word of Gon, and 
fundamental laws of the inindéi this profefled and excommunidat- 
ed Papiit, James Duke of tek, was, auno 108%, a het ee king 


of thefe once covenanted, bur now treacherous and apoftate: lands, 


whereby they appointed themfelves a a captain to return unto their 
antichriftian bondage. To this grievous yoke, our infamous, per. 
‘jared, and apoftate flate and council in Scotland, heartily and 


voluntarily fubjected themfelves and the nation, - while others did 


it with reluctancy ; carefling and embracing with their deareft and 
beft affections, this enemy to Gop,and Cunist, and his church, 


{wearing implicit and’ unlimited obedience unto him, and aiferts 
ing his abfotute power and fupremacy, indefeafible and heréditary 


right, without ever fo much as requiring him to take the cofona-— 
tion @ath, or give the leaft fecurity for any thing civil or religi- 
ous (a depth of degeneracy, parallel to that eminency in refer- 
mation purity, from which they were fallen !) but laid the reing > 
on his own neck, that he might have full freedom for the fatisfy- 
ing of his lufts, and fulfilling his wicked defigns. ‘Chis laid re- 
ligion, liberty and al, at the mercy of abfolute power and popith 
tyranny 5 and {till more and more cut eff the people of God from 
having any hopes of merey from their bloody enemies ; on the con. 
trary ‘the Duke of York, in his: letter to his firft parlianient, reo" 
commends and requires them to’leave no means unattempted, 
for the extirpation of the poor wandering fufferers, whom he 
brands with the odious namés of murderers and aflaffins, wild and 
ee edhe ec. Ane Ehete a, fervants and: pioedy 


open ite, withou al fhsdow. of He trial of aakenaln more 
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banifhed and fold-as flaves, condemned and executed, Ge in the 
time of this ufurper, than in all the time of the former tyrant. 

As the boneit fufferers, confifient with their teftimony for 
truth, in oppofition both to the fecret and open fubverters of the 
caule and ftate of Zion’s quarrel with her enemies, couid not con- 
cur in 4rgyle’s declaration, (although there were many things in it 

_ materially good, and worthy of commendation) nor join in a military 
affociation with him, on account (among other ihings) of the too 
promifcuous admiflion of perions to truft in that party, who were 
then, and afterwards difcovered theinfelves, to be enemies to the 
caufe: Yet, againit this ufurpation of a bloody Papift, advancing him- 
felf to the throne in fuch a mamer, they publifhed another declara- 
tion at Sangubar, May 28th, 1685 :) wherein approving of, and ad- 
hering to ail their former declarations, and confidering that James 
Duke of York, a prof-fled and exvonimunicated Papift, was pro- 
claimed: Uhey proteft againtt faid proclamation with reafons 
‘fubjoined at length for their fo doing ;——againft all kinds of 
Popery, general and particular heads, as abjured by the national 
covenant;—-—againit its entry azain into this land, and every thing 
that doth or may diredtly or indiretly make way for the fame, Gc. 
After this, Mr. Renwick and his followers were expofed to the 
_ greater fury of their adverfaries ; more cruel edicts were givemforth 
egainft them, approving and ratifying of former acts for raifing the 
hue and crv, &c. wherebytheir calamities were very much inereai- 
ed, befides the flanders of profefled friends on account of their not 
aflociating and joining with them in their compliances ; although, to 
the conviction of all uubiaffed minds, they fully vindicated them- 
feives from al) their injurious reflections. Bi a cl 
_ The extirpation of the Prefbyterian intereft, nay, the fuppreflion 
of the Proteftant religion in general, the reintrodu@lion of Popery, 
and plunging the nations in antichriflian darknefs and tyranny, 
being the ‘long concerted defign of this popith bigot now got into 
the throne; he refolves to lofe no time. and leave no ftone unturn- 
edfor the prdafecution and accomplifhment thereof And Raving 
made tolerable progtefs in the execution of this his favourite fcheme 
(although not without eppofition) in England, he turns himfelf ro 
Scotland, expe€ting an entire acquiefcénce in his pleafure there, 
baving found the firft parliament which began 23d May, 1685, 

- fesmnuch according to his own heart; in their hearty and fincere 

“offer of their lives and fortunes, to affit and defend and mairitain 
him in his rights, prerogatives, facred, fupreme, and abfoltte 
power and authority, t’c. Wherefore, the parliament ‘being to 

Meet again, 4pril 29th, 1686, in his letter to them, * He heartily 
* & recommends to their care his innocent Roman Catholic fub- 
** sects, to theend, that asthey have given good experience, of their 

/** true loyalty, and peaceable behaviour, they may have the pro- 

* tection of hislaws, without lying under cbligations their religion 


» 
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** could not admit of; that all penal laws madeagain&t them might 
 berepeaied,” @c But though many were for obliging their king 
in this particular ; yet it could not be carried without debates and 
{trong objections ; fo that, diffolving the parliament, what he could 
not obtain there, with any thew or face of law, he effectuates by 
virtue of the prerogative royal and abfolute power, in a let- 
ter to his ptivy counci!, and proclamation inclofed bearing date, 
February 12th, 1687, granting a raya toleration. 1/, Te modepiee 
Prefbyterians, clogged with a number of grievous eraftian condi- 
tions aed. reftriCtions, as wfual. 2idly, Yo Quakers and other 
enthufiafts.. 3dly, ‘Vo Papiits, absogating ali penal ftatutes made 
againtt them, and making them in al! refpeétstree. Andfo devot- 
Jed were the privy council to his interefts, that withour hefitation 
they. publifhed’ the proclamation, and wrote back to the king, 
[hat his orders were, ppenctually obeyed, thanking him for 
‘* this further proofiof his favours to all his fubjegts.” ‘Thus, this 
champion for Satan and Aatichrift, proceeded with his wicked 
‘defign, and fo far fucceeded; a! kinds of ep eey were publicly 
practifed, and many churches converted to mafs chapels: For, 
before'this by the king’s letter to his privy council, of 4uguff 2ift, 
1686 Papifts. were allowed the free exercife of their religion, the 
‘council required to fupport and maintain them therein, and the 
royal chapel at Holyroodboufe ordered to’ be repaired for popith 
\fervice: By. which means, a door was opened for that {warm of 
‘Jefuits and priefts, afcending as locults out of the bottomlefs pit, 
which quickly overfpread the lands. . But notwith{tanding of all 
aii indulgence and royal toleration granted to thefe three fore- 
“mentioned parties, yet there is no favour nor mercy for.thefe ho-. 
rs and: faithful {ufferers and honourable contenders for the inte- 
_ -reits and prerogatives’ royal of Jesus Curisy, agait nib his facri- 
degious and blafphemous ufurpation of the laine. But while: he, 
thinks fit to give eafe (as himfeif fays) by this means, to’ tender 
confeiences, he at the fame time fignifies his higheft indignation 2- 
gainft thofe enemies of Chriftianity, (he means popery) as wel! as 
government, and human fociety, the field-conventiclers, whom 
he recommends to the council to root out with all the feverity of ' 
the laws, and the moft rigorous profecution of the forces, it beast @ 
ing equa'ly his, and his people’s concern to get rid of them. In 
- confequence of this, all their artillery is directed againit the Rev. | 
Mr. James Renwick only, and that poor, afflicted, and perfecuted 
people that adhered to him, (all others being comprehended in the 
pretended liberty granted) fo that they were profecuted with fire. 
and iword, and according to the utmoft feverity of their wicked 
laws. made: again{t them, and a reward of.an hundred pounds Ster- 
ling offered by the bloody council to any that fhould. bring in Mr. 
-. Renw.ch to them, either dead or alive: But he having his gen- 
eration work allotted and « cut out for him by Gop, was pesterved | 


. - 
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and kept from falling into their hands, until that he had fi- 
nifhed the. work his. Mafier had gwen him to do, notwithftanding — 
all that hellifh and antichriftian rage and fury wherewith they 
did purfue him. About the beginning of the year 1686, he, in 
conjunétion with Mr: Alexander Shieldsy who had lately joined 
him, wrote the informatory vindication, by way of reply to various 
accufations in letters, informations and conference, given forth~ a- 
gainit them and their people, wherein they vindicate, clear, and juf- 
tify themfeives from the heavy and falfe charges, flauders and re- 
proaches caft upon them by their enemies, as may be-feen in daid 
book.. About this time alfo, Mr. Shields fet about writing’ his 
Hind et, lof , (which was publithed next year) or, An hiftorical 
reprefentation of therteftimonics of the churchiof Scotland tor the 
interekk of Curisr, with the true ftate thereof in aliics periods ; 
wherein he aifo folidly, foundly, and judicioufly vindicates the 
prefent teftimoay, in all the principles thereof, as ftated, againft the 
popith, prelatical and malignant enemies of that church | for the 
prerogatives of CurisT, the privileges of the church, and the li- 
berties of mankind, and fealed by the fufferings of a reproached 
remnant, of Prefbyterians there, witnefling againfi the correp- 
tions of the time. 

Whilft thefe two loving and faithful fellow- labourers were thus 
indufirioully exerting themfelves for the propagation and vindica- 
tion of the perfecuted gofpel, and caufe of CHRristT; that fiery 
Jefuit, popith tyrant, and enemy to Gop and man, the Duke of 
York, and his popifh party, were equally induflgious on the other 
hand, to promote their grand defign of utterly extinguifhing the 
light of the gofpel, and bringing in Antichrift,. with all his poi- - 
fouious. and hellith vermin, and abominable ib latsiens ; and that, 
withall the murdering violence, diabolical fubtilty and malignant 
rage that HELE and ROME could invent andexert. He had fore 
merly publithed a proclamation, (as is noticed above) granting a 
lawlefs liberty to feveral forts of perfons therein {pecified, ca'led 
his fir indulgence ;but breathing nothing but threatenings and 
laughter againft the people of Gop, who ftood firm to his caufe. 


e But withal, this proclamation. enjoined aa oath in the room of all 


oaths formerly impofed, to be taken by all that withed to share in 
his royal favour; wherein they {wore, not only abfolute fubjeti-” 
on and paflive obedience, never to refit him, not ovly on any 
pretence, but forany caufe, let him do, or command to be done 
whathe would; but alfo, abfolute, ative odediencey, without. re- 
ferve: ‘© That they thall, to the utmoft of their power, affift, de- 
“© fend and maintain him, his heirs, and fucceflors, in the exere 
“< cife of their abfolute power and authority, again{t all deadly.” 
This was fo palpab! ly grofs and odious, that it was difdained., sat 
abhorred by ali that had common fenfe. Wherefore,: finding that 
this propofal did not take, nor anfwer his. defign. 1 in a letter tothe 
council, bearing date about a month after the former, he endea- 
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vours to mend the matter, and fet it out in another drefs, pre- 
tending that they had miftaken his meaning in the former, and fo 
lets them know, tharitis his pleafurenow, that if the prefbyterian 
preachers do fcruple to take the oath, (contained in the proclama~ 
tion) or any other oath whatfoever, they notwithftanding have the 
benefit of his indulgence, (without being obliged to take the oath) 
provided they obferve the conditions on which it was granted. But 
this not having the defired effect neither, it is followed with the 
third indulgence or toleration emitted by prociamation, dated 28th 
Fune, 1687, excellently well calculated for obtaining hisend; where- 
in, after afovereign declaration of his intention to maintain his 
archbithopsand bifhops, be does, by his fovereign authority, preroza- 
tive royal, and abfolute power, fufpend, flop, and repeal, all penal 
and fanguinary laws, made againft any for non-conformity to the 
religion eftablifhed by !aw; granting liberty to ail the fubjets to 
meet and ferve Gon, after their own way, in private houfes, or 
chapels, or places purpofely hired or built for that ufe, with an 
injunction to. take care, that nothing be preached or taught that 
might any way tend to alienate the hearts of the people from him 
and his government. But, notwithftanding the premiiies, ftriC- 
ly prohibiting ail field: meetings, againft all which, all his laws . 
and acts of parliament are left in full force and vigour; and all ‘his 
judges, magiftrates and officers of forces commanded to profecute 
- fuch as fhall be guilty of faid field conventicles, with the utmoft ri- 
gour; and allthis, under pretence, that now after this his royal 
grace and favour, there is not the lealt fhadow of excufe left for 
thefe meetings : Wherefore he is confident, that none will, after _ 
thefe liberties and freedoms given to all to ferve Gop in their own 
way, further prefume to meet in thefe affemblics, except fuch as 
_ take a pretence of religion, to cover their treafonable defigns a- 

gaintt his royal perion, and the peace of his government. 
The moft of the prefbyterian minifters in Scotland took the bene- 
fit of this wicked and boundlefs toleration, chiefly defigaed in fa- 
vour of Papifts. And a large numberof them being met, at 
Edinburgh, ageeed upon, and, in name of all the reft, feat an ad- 
drefs of thanks to the tyrant for his-toleration, fluffed with the 
moft lothfome and blafphemous fatteries; to the difhonour ef Gon, . 
the reproach of his caufe, and the betraying of hischurch: Foy, in 
this addrefs, dated Fuly 21h, 1697, defigning themfelves the ley- 
al fubjechs of this deftroyer of true religion and liberty, they of- 
_ fered him their moft humble and hearty thanks for his favour be- 
ftowed, and diefs the great Gop who put 1t ito his heart co grant 
them this liberty, which they term a great and furprifing favour, 
profefig their fixed refolution ftill to maintain amentire loyalty, 
both in their doctrine and practice (confonant to their own princi- 

pics, which, according to the holy {criptures, are contained in the 
— Confefficn of Faith) ; andthey humbly befeech, that any whe pro- 
mote difloyal principies and pradtices (as they difown them), may 
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not be looked upon as any of setae arene name they may af- 
fume to themfelves: And that, as their addrefs comes from «'e 
piainnefs and fincerity of loyal and thankful hearts, ‘fo they were 
much engaged, by his royal favour, to continue their fervent 
prayer to the King of kings, for divine illumination and condu@, 
and al] other bleflings, both fpiritual and temporal, ever to attend 
his perfon and government, Wc hus thefe men made them- 
felves naked to their fhame, and declared to the world that they 
did only prefumptuoufly arrogate to themfelves the name of Pref- 
byterians; whereas, in reality, they were quite another kind of 
creatures, atting diametricaily oppofite to pre fbyterian principies, 
in congratulating, extolling and juftifying a tyrant. for afluming 
to himfelf a blaiphemous abfolute power, whereby. he fuipends and 
repeals all penal laws againit idolaters, and ‘gives a toleration for 
ail errors. 

But whilft thefe pretended Preibyterians Neha ail Bong, _joved 
peace better than truth, and preferred their own eafe bef ore the 
concerns of their Mafter’s glory, were thus theitering themfe: ves 
under this refuge of lies, true prefbyterians, who kept by prefby= 
terian principles, and acted a faithful part for Cukrs T, refufing to | 
bow down go the idol of fupremacy, . which the tyrant had fet up, - 
or to pay auy regard to his bl lafphemous toleration, were purfued, 
-perfecuted, and ilain, without pity or compailion, allthe enginesjof. 
the court. being levelled againft chem for their defiru€tion. becaufe 
» they, would ftili teferve . to themfelves. the liberry wherewith 
Curist had made his people free, and not exchange it, for one 
from Antichrift, reftrided with his refervations and limitations; 
fo that, (as My. Shields tells us in his account of Mr. James Ree : 
wick’s life), in lefs than five months after the toleraion, ‘there . 
were fifteen moft defperate fearches particu'arly for him, both of 
foot, and horfe: And, that all encouragement might be given ‘to 
any, who, would apprehend him, a proclamation. was iflued, dated 

Oétaber 18th, ‘& Authorifing all officers.civil and military, to ap- 
rehend.and fecure in firmance his perfon, with fome others 5 

$$ oe fot encouragement, enfuring the fun of roo £. Sterling 
‘« fortaking him or them, dead or alive.” In. the micft of. ail 
thefe hazards, _ this unwearied and faithful labourer did notwith- 
_ ftanding continue at his work, in preaching, catechifing, — oe. . 

and the Lorn fill. preferved him from falling into the enemy’ S 
hand, until he had finifhed that piece of generation work, in 
drawing up a full and faithful teftimeny againtl York's toleration, 
and for the covenants and work of teformationy. 9c which he 
gave in to a meeting of. Prefbyterian minifters at Edinburgh, on 
the 17th of January, 16883 and going thence to Fife, whither 
he was called to preach, mm his return, was apprehended at Zdin- 
burgh, and called: to fea) his above teftimony, with all his other 
cOniendings cla Popery, Prelacy,. Erattianifn, and all defec- 
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tion from the land’s attainments in reformation, with his blood, 
which he did in the Gra/s-market of Edinburgh, on the ‘igth of 
February, 1688, with a remarkable and extraordinary meafure of 
the Lorp’s gracious prefence and fpirit, not only in this part of 
his fufferings, but ail the time of his imprifonment; the Lorp 
hereby bearing witnefs both to the truth of that caufe for which 
he fuffered, and aifo teftifying his gracious acceptance of his fuf- 
ferings, and of the free -will-offering of his life, which he iaid 
down for his fake. And as neither the violence nor flattery of e- 
nemies could prevail with this faithful confeflor and martyr him- 
felf, to quit with one hair or hoof of what belonged to CHRIST; 
fo he recommended to the poor fcattered remnant which he left, 
as part of his dying counfel, to keep their ground, and not to 
quit nor forego one of thefe defpiled truths, which he was aflur- 
ed the Lorp, when he returned to bind up the breach of his peo- 
ple, and heal them of their wound, would make glorious in the 
“earth. Thus that worthy minilter, and now glerified martyr of 
Jesus, through a chain of fufferings, and train of enemics, 
fought his way unto an incorruptible and immortal crown of end- 
lefs giory: He was the laft that fealed the teflimony for religion 
and liberty, and the covenanted werk of reformation, againft Po-" 
“pery, Prelacy, Eraltianifm, and tyranny, in a public manner, on 
the fcaffold with his blood. After the death of this rerlowned 
raartyr, he was fucceeded by the eminent Mr. Alexander Shields, 
who carried on, and maintained the tefimony, as. it was ftated,” 
in all the heads and claufes thereof, continuing to preach in the 
fields: On which account, he, and the people who attended hj 
' miniftry, were expofed for fome time longer, to the fury and ré= 
fentment of their enemics. But their power, which they had fo 
long perverted and abufed, quickly canie toa period : For in a few 
months, Gop,’ in his righteous judgment and adorable provi- 
dence, overturned that throne of in‘quity on which they depend- 
ed, and expelled that iahuman, cruel moniter, from his tyranni- 
cal and ufurped power, upon the Prince of ORANGE’S coming . 
over into Lngland, in the beginning of November that fame year. 
Bur, altho’ the Lorp at this junéture, and by this means, refcu= 
ed and delivered our natural and civil rights and privileges in a 
national way, from under the oppreffion and bondage of antichrif- 
tian tyranny, arbitrary and abfolute power; yet the Revolution, 
at this time, brought no real deliverance to the church of Gop: 
But Curist’s rights*, formerly acquired for him by his faithful 
fervants, lay ftill buried under the rubbifh of that antichriftian 
building of Prelacy, ereéted on the ruins of his work in this land 5 
® Chrif’s rights, Se. By thefe are not meant the rights of Chrift perfonal. 
It is not in the power of mortals, or any creature, to acquire and fecure thefe to 
him: But the rights of Chrift myftical, that is, of the church, or, of his’ truth, 
true worlhip, aad religion, and siuecane of it as fuch. wi orn 
, 4 
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and the. fpiritual liberties and privileges ae his houfe remained, 
and do ftill remain under the bondage of Eraftianifm, (upremacy, 
toleration, o’c For it is well known that although this man, 
e6 Febu-like, deftroyed Baa! out of J/rael, yet he departed not from 
the fins of Fercboam, wherewith he made //rael to fin” 

' About this time, the united focieties having no actua! minifter 
fince Mr. Renawick’s death, (Mr. Shie/ds being only preacher) fent 
over fome conmiffioners from their general meeting to Embden, | 
one of the united provinces, to bring over Mr Thomas Linning, a 
young man whom they had fent thither fome years before in Mr. 
Renwick’s time, to the univerfity there, and for ordination. In 
confequence hereof, the faid Mr. Linning came'home, with tefti- 
monia's of his ordination to the miniftry by the claffes at Embden; 
and in conjunction with Mr Shields and Mr William Boyd, (ano- 
ther of their minifters, who had alfo come from Holland about 
this time) renewed the covenants n» tional and folemn league, and 
difpenfed the facrament of the Lorn’s fupper near Lefinahago i in 
Clydefdaie, and continued to preach to the people for about four 
moni till the firft general aflembly (fo called) met at Edinburgh 

1689-90. At which time, he, with his two brethren, 
in theit own name, and the name of their people, prefented a pa- 
per to that Roe containing the terms, 6n which they and. 
their people would join in communion with them; only craving, 
that they mightall join in humbling themfelves before the Lor, 
and acknowledge and bewail their fathers, their own, and die 
land’s many and heinous iniquities, and breaches of covenant be- 
* they proceeded to any other butinefs, and fo have their public 

$ and fcandalous compliances wafhed away by repentance, and 
calling upon the name. of the Lorp Jesus: That they would 
purge out from among them all ignerant, infuflicient, heterodox, 
and notorioufly fcandalous minifters, fuch as, by information, ac~ 
cufation, or otherways, were guilty of the blood of the faints, €s'c. 
But thefe prepofals were reckoned unfeafonable and unpracticable, 

tending rather to kindle contention, than compofe divifion, and fo 
were thrown over their bar. The generality of thefe men were fo 
plunged and polluted in the ditch of defeCtion and ‘apoftacy, that 
they could not think of the dradgery of cleanfing themfelves in 
Gon’s way, by a particular and public confeflion of and humilia- 
tion for their own and the land’s public fins, but chofe rather to fit 
down filthy and polluted as they were, and prefume, in the midit 
of their abominations unrépented of, to approach Gon’s holy 
things, which, how provoking to heaven, let Gop in his word be 
judge, d/a. lit. 11. Hag ti. 13, 14. 2 Chr xxx. 3_ Ezek “xliv. 

10. Nay! it is but too, too evident, that for this pie Gop then 
laid’ them ‘under that awful fentence,” Rev. xxii. nae Him that 
“is filthy, let him be filthy ftill;” or that, //@ xxii. 14. For as 
their hearts were then hardened againtt Gop’s call by his” word 
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and providence to that important and moft neceflary duty; fo, e- 
‘ver fince, they have been fo much the more fo, and have gone on 
from evil to worfe. | 

But to return to our purpofe: The two ere Meffi is. Line 
sing and Boyd, upon the rejeCtion of the above faid paper of pro- 
pofals, intending to unite with them at any rate, gave in another, 
importing their fubmiffion to the aflembly; which paper, Mr. 
_ Shields alto, through their influence, infinuations and Poe ree 
was drawn in to fubfcribe and adhere to; which he had never 
done, had he not fallen, by. ‘the mearis of thefe falfe brethren, 
and which, ’tis faid, he fadly repented afterwards. Thus, the 
poor people were again left deftitute of minifters, and public gofpel 
ordinances unti} the Rev. Mr. John Macmillan acceded tothem, 
from the public judicatories of the revolution church, in the year 
1706 And their kind friend, Mr  Linning, to make amends for 
all his mifdemeanors, and in return fer the charges the focieties 
were at about his education, at home and abroad, did them that 
good office, to write, and load them with caldinnies and flanders 
to the univerfities in the Netherlanas, whether they had had re- 
courfe, formerly in like cafes; fo that all accefs for having their 
lofs retrieved from that quarter, was blocked up 

What is thus briefly hinted above, may fuflice to afford fome 
curfory view of the rife and progrefs of religion and reformation 
in thefe lands, efpecially in Scotland ; until, as a church and na- 
tion, our kingdom became the Lorp’s, by the ftri€teft and molt 
intimate federal alliance, and the name almoft of-every city, was, 
THE LORD IS FHERE: Together with the general ftate and 
‘condition of the church and Jand, from the. fata! juncture of our 
woful decline, unto the end of the above-mentioned bloody peri- 
od: ‘The faithfulnefs of fome, in this time of trial and temptati- 
on: the’ defetion and back- Miding courfe of others; and the 
"great and avowed wickednefs of the reft, extended unto an exorbi- 
' tant height of favage inhumanity, irreligion and impiety. Upon 
all which, the prefbytery, in duty to Gop, the prefent and fuce 
ceeding generations, find themfelves obliged to teftify, 

iff, Their hearty approbation of the faithfulnefs of fuch minifters 
and others, who oppofed, and faithfullyteftified againft the publicre- 
folutions of church and ftate, framed in the year 16 51, for receiving 
into placesof power and truft, malignant enemies to the work of re- 
formation, contrary to the wontot Gon, Exed. xviii. 21. Deut. i. 13. 
2 Chron. xix. 2.—and to all acts of affembly and parliament in the 
reforming period in favours of Religion and Reformation: The af- 
fembly diiclaiming the refolutions, as appears from their att, Fune 
47th, 1646, feflion 14th, entitled, 4é for cenfuring the compliers with 
the public enemies of this church and kingdom And their feafon- 
able and neceflary warning, June 27th, 1049, /2 ffi on a7ths where 
as They jualge it 2 great and fcandalous provocation, and griey- 
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“© ous defection from the public caufe, to comply with thefe, ma- 
“ lignants,” @&c. As alio, AG rth, Triennial Parliament of 
Charles 1. intitled, Ad for purging the army of difaffected pexfans 
to the covenant and Sabo -of veformation.—And to the faithful, warn- 
ings, given by general ailemblies and parliament, even againft the 
admiflion of Charées Ul. to the regal dignity, when fo evidently dif 
covering his difingenuity, until once he fhould give more fatistying 
proof of his fincevity;. fee 2é of the commiffion at the We? Kirk, 
Auguft 13th, 1650, where the commifvon of the general aflem- 
bly, confidering, that there may be jon. ground of flumbling, 
from the king’s majelty’s: refuling to emit. the declaration offered 
him by the commitiee of eftates, and the commiflien of the gene- 
tal aflembly, concerning his former carriage, and refolution for 
the future, in reference to the ‘caufe of Gop, and enemies and 
friends thereof ; doth therefore declare, ‘* That this kirk and king- 
dom doth ‘not ‘efpoute saat gs lignant party, quarrel, or intereft, 
but that they fight merely upon their former. grounds and “princi- 
ples, and inthe defence of the ca ute of Gon, and.of.the king- 
dom, as they have done thefe twelve years paft: And therefores - 
as they difclaim all the fin and guilt, of the king and of his boufe, 
fo they will not own him nor his intereft, otherwife than with a 
fubordination to Gop, and fo far .as he owns ‘and profecutes, the 
caufe of Gon, and difclaims hie, and his father’s oppofitien tothe 
work of Gop, and to the covenant,” @c. The which deciarati- 
on being feen and confGidered by the committee of eftates, wasthe 
fame day approved by them. Tbus, beth church “and ftate exert- 
ed themfelves in the difcharge of their duty, inorder to obtait ‘a 
fettlement, according to the word of Gop, and the COVEDADIS 5 
which were now become the magna charta of ‘the privileges andlt- 
berties of the’ mations, both civil and religious; and therefo 
were {worn to and fubferibed by Charies li. as was alfo the.¢ are 
nation oath, for the lecurity and prefervation of the true reli gioey 
at his receipt of the royai power. 
adly, The prefbytery teftify and declare their BE of the 

conduct of the faithful friends of Carist, before the reftoration, 
who, adhering to the forefaid fundamental] conflitutions of the nati- 
ons, both refufed fubjeCtion unto, and teltified agate the uiurpati-« 
on of Oliver Cromwell, and his accomplices, his invading the land, — 
his antichriftian toleration of all {eQlarian errors and herehes, threat. 
/ ening the ruin and ceftrudtion of thetrue religion, 23 welll ag liberty. 

_ This was particularly teflified egainft by the fynod of Ff, and o- 
thers, in conjunction with them. ag wicked and intolerable, as, 
oppchte unte, and condemned by thi {criptures of truth, Jeb. RAXIVS 
Ly Dent Mili 2. to 12, Zech» xii, 3, contrary to adts of aflern- 
-bly and pantament, made agam{t maliguants their being. received 
HOLD BD, ages ak power and trait. with whom thefe fe Clarians. were 
camiphiengs. fuck as tet T6th of Afimb. 1640, Sef. 13s ad ae! hy 
fame Darles 1, Ot 


\ 
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sh The, prefby tery do hereby heartily approve and homo 
logate the teftimony borne unto the truths and royal prerogatives 
of Curist, as..King of Zion, by the witneffes and martyrs for the 
fame,. from the Retlaaation anno 1669, to the late Revolution, by 
proteftations, declarations, fuffering confifcation of goods, bonds, 
imprifonment, banifhment, all kinds of cruelty and fuffering, €- 
ven unto the death, (as noticed above,) by the. impious revoiters 
from the righteous laws of Gop, and overturners of the juft and 
equitable laws of men, both facted and civil ; to the maintenance 
whereof the greateft part of thefe tranfgreffors. had bound them- 
felves, by the moft facred and inviolable. obli ligations, which made 


their, wickednefs the more daring and aggravated; and the tefli- 


mony of the faints againft fuch es had made themfelves fo vile in 
the fight of Gop, and.all good men, the more juftifiable, P/al, 
CXIX+. 139. «6 My. zeal hath confumed me; becauie mine enemies 
»» have forgotten thy words ” And, as ihe doers of the law have 


_ the promife of juftification by the great Legiflator, Romi. +3. fo 


they ought to have the anpropation, of his people, for doing his 


twill, 


And, as the Snigtt dilegyera the church’s duty not to confit 
only i in bearing witnefs unto the truth, and juftifying CaRisT’s 
confeffors and martyrs. in their faith! al adherence unto it;, but alfo 
in teftifying againit fin, and condemning the. wicked for. their 
wickednefs ; for which alfo, we have the precedent of the reform- 
ed Seinen ante church. of Scctland, both before, and. during the 
defeGtion and wickedneis of the forementioned period ; Likeas, the 
prefbytery did, and hereby do declare and teflity, particularly, 


‘1, Againit that prime and leading flep of defection, the pu- 
blic refolutions, a {cheme projected by that arch-hypocrite and - 
_ traitor to Gop, Charles Hi. for the reintroduction of men of the 
fame wicked and malignant {pirit with himéeif, into places of pus 


blic | truft in the nation; men the molt of whom had been formerly 
excommunicated by the church, and excluded from all oflice-bear- 
ing in the commonwealth by the ftate, in their of act claflts, as 

being avowed and obftinate enemies to Gop and to their coun- 
try he which fcheme, approved of and put in execution, with 


the confent of a corrupt part of the miniftry of the church, called - 


-efterwards refolutioners, made way for that fad and bloody Cae 


_ taitrop 
7 vege. 


ie, which afterwards befel the peor church of CHRisr in 


. They declare and ety againft the ‘ufurpation of Oliver 
Cromwell, with thofe who fu bjeCted themie.ves untae, and owned 
his authority ; agatnft bis treacherous invaion of this land, cen- 
trary to the pubiic oaths and vows, anc covenant. union “of the 
nations ; together with his fectarian. ari: scape By and wicked tole- 
ration, then obtruded upon sap OT SO one tt 

3aLiy ris ceclare.and tefimy agate Me referat : Charles 
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Ii. 1660, unto the goverhment of thefe covenanted lands, after 
he had fo piainly diicovered his {pirit and defigns in the matter 
of the public refoluticns. On account of which treacherous and. 
double dealing with Gop and man, he was, in the Lord’s Holy 
and adorable providence, juftly fecluded from the government, 
and lived an exile for the {pace of ten years ; but by means of his 
malignant publicerefolution friends, he. was again, by might, tho’ 
not of right, reftored, without fo much as his agherenice fought 
to thofe oaths, which he had formerly fo folemnly fworn. Add 
to this, the church’s finful filence thro’ the influence of the back- 
flidden refolution party therein, fo that, at the convention of the 
| pretended parliament, anno 1661, vie | moftly of perfons 
of known difaifection to the true religion, eleted on purpofe to 
ferve the king’s traitorous defigns, there was not fo much as a pro- 
teftation for civil or religious liberties and privileges offered there- 
unto ; but the vile perfon (as he afterwards fully vais him- 
felf,) was peaceably, though illegally, exalted. 
_ 4thly, As the prefbytery find themfelves in duty Dott to tef- 
tify again{t this moft unhappy reftoration of Charles II. fo of ne- 
ceflary and juft confequence, they declare againft the whole of 
his ufurped and tyrannical adminiftration, particularly againft his 
blafphemous and heaven-daring ecclefiaftical {upremacy, againft 
the act refciffory, declaring null and void the covenants, preiby- 
terian church government, and all the laws made in favours of 
the true religion fince the year 1638: The wicked anniverfary 
thankigiving day, in memory of the 'reftoration : [he re-eftablith- 
ment of diocefan and eraftian Prelacy : His publicly and ignomi+ 
niovfly burning of our folemn’covenants, after pretending to nul- 
lify their obligation: With all his cruelty, tyranny, oppreflion and > 
bloodfhed, under colour, and without form of law, exercifed 2p | 
onthe Lorn’s people, during the whole of his reign. Sita 
sthly, Ihey again teftify againit the treachery of thefe covenant- 
ed lands, in their advancing (contrary to our folemn covenants and 
all law and reafon), James duke of York, a profefled papift, and 
avowed malignant, to the throne of thefe! realms. As, alfo they 
teftify againft his Curis dethroning fupremacy, and antichri- 
ftian indulgences and toleration flowing form that wicked foun- 
tain; His horrid and cruel maflacring and murdering of the faints 
and fervants of the Moft High; with’ ail his other wicked ne 
briefly {pecified in the foregoing narrative. ee 
Upon the whole, the prefbytery declare and teftify again mi 
the affronts done unto the Son of Gob, and open attacks m: 
upon his crown and kingdom ;—all the different fleps of apofta- 
cy froma work of reformation ; and all the hellifh rage and cru- 
elty exercifed againft the people of Gop during the forefaid peti- 
od of pa eevee sartied on by wanes two ph poy 
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Comat the grounds of the prefbytery’s sefbimony saning the confiitite 
tious bath civil and ecelefiaftic at the late. Revoluticn, anno 1689 3 
as aifo, againft the grofs Eraftianifm and tyranny, that has attend~ 
ed the. adminiftration both of church and flate fince that memorable 
ag ; with.’ various ed theregf, &e. 


FTER in Lor D, fen the forementioned fpace of 28 years, 
had on account of their manifold fins, foreiy plagued this 
church and nation with the grievous yoke of prelatical tyranny, 
bloodthed, oppreffion and fiery perfecution, and thereby had co- 
vered the daughter of Zion with acloud in his anger, and caft 
down from heaven unto-the earth the beauty of Ifrael, and had 
thrown down in his wrath the {trong holds of the daughter of 
Judah, yea, brought them down even to the gronnd; he was 
Pleated, in his holy fovereignty, to put a ftop to that barbarous 
cruelty that was exercifed upon his people, at the laft national 
Revolution, by the inftrumentality of the prince and princeis of 
Orange ; the which is the more remarkable, in that thofe whom 
the Lorp employed as the rod of his anger, to ftrike off that. 
monftrous tyrant Fames duke of York from the Briti/h throne, were 
natural branches {fprung up from the fame ftock, And this at a 
jun@ure when not only the church of Curis’ was in the great- 
eft danger of being totally extirpated, but the whole land in 
hazard of being again overwhelmed with popifh darknefs aud 
idolatry. But although a very fit opportunity was then offered | 
the nations for reviving the long buried work of a covenanted re- 
“formation both in church and ftate, and re-eftablithing all the . 
ordinances of God in purity according to their icriptural inftitu- 
tion: Yet, alas! how deeply ‘is it to be lamented, that inftead 
thereof, the multitude of his tender mercies being forgotten, there 
. was a returning, but not to the Moft High; yea, a curning afide 
like a deceitful bow ; fo that in many refpedts, our national guilt is 
now increafed aneve. what it was in former times : Wherefore, as 
the prefbytery defire with the utmoft gratitude to acknowledge 
the divine goodnefs, in giving a refpite from the hot furnace of 
perfecution; fo they likewife find ‘themfelves, in duty to their. 
princely Matter and his people, cbliged to teftify and declare a- 
gainft forefaid revolution fettlement, in a variety of particulars, 
with the many defections and backflidings flowing therefrom. 
Likeas they hereby do teftify againft the conftitutions both civil 
and ecclefiaftic, at the Revolution, aro isa in thefe dal a 
and for thefe reafons : * 
aff, Becaufe that in the civil conttitution, thefe nations, once 
_ united together in a {criptural and covenanted uniformity, unmind- 
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ful of their former eftablifhment upon a divine footing, wherein 
king and people were to be of, oft perfect. religion, and the fu- 
preme magiftrate obliged by folemn oath to maintain and preferve 
the fame inviolable, did call and invité Wiliam and Mary, prince 
and princefs of Orange, unto the pofleflion of the royal power in 
thefe lands, 1 a way contrary to the word of Gop, as Deut. xvii. 
it. % Thou thalt in any wile fet him king over thee whom the 
‘* Lorp thy Gon fhall choofé: One from among thy brethren 
«© fhalt thou fet king over thee: Thou mayft not feta ftranger o- 
‘s ver thee, which is net thy brother.” 2 Sam xxiii. 3. “> The 
& Gop of Ifrael, faid, the Rock of I{rael fpake to. me, He that 
“s fuleth over men, muft be juft, ruling inthe fear of Gop.” 
In oppofition to thefe clear precepts, the nations did choofe the 
forefaid petfons to fway the civil fceptre over them, who were 
neither brethren by birth, nor religious profeffion, being educated 
in a church where Eraftianifm prevails, as appears from their a- 
fcribing fuch an extenfive power to the civil magiftrate, as-is in-. 
confiftent with the intrinfic power of the church. Accordingly, 
by thefe principles, the faid prince of Orange did regulate his con~ 
duct, in the aflumption of his regal authority, confenting to fwear 
two diftin€&t oaths whereby he obliged himfelf to preferve and 
maintain the two diftinét and contrary religions (or modes of ré- 
ligious worfhip,) Prefbytery and Prelacy, and fo betrayed both to 
Gop and mau his politic, worldly views, and proclaimed himfelf 
deftitute of that truth and religious fear, which is the eflential 
character of every perfon, who may warrantably be invefted-with 
fupreme authority over the Hrael of Gop. And as they wanted — 
fcriptural, fo likewife covenant qualifications, namely, known in- 
tegrity, approved fidelity, cenftant affeCtion, and zeal to the cauie _ 
and true church of Gon ; and therefore could not in a confiftency 
with the covenanted conftitution, and fundamental laws of the 
ctown, be fet up as king and queen of thefe covenanted lands. 

* Again, as during the perfecuting period, the nations generally 
were involved in the guilt of perjury and deep apoftacy, by the 
many finful contradictory tefts, oaths and bonds then impoied ; 
fo, in a particular manner, thofe who, by virtue of their birch 
and dignity, ought to have been the defenders ef the nation’s 
privileges both facred and civil, on the contrary, a6 privy coun- 
fellors to the two impious brothers in their rage againft the Lorp 
and his Anointed, and as members of their iniquitous parlia- 
ments, (where perverting equity and juftice, they framed the 
moft heaven-daring and abominable mifchiefs into a law, and 
then with the utmoft cruelty profecuted the fame), had many of — 
them brought themfelves under the fearful guilt of thefe atrecious 
crimes of murder, perjury, tyranny and oppreffion; and thereby, 
according to the law both of Gop and man, had the fame been 
duly executed; not only forfeited their lives, but alfo divefted 
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themfelves of all juft right and tite to act the part of the nations 
reprefentatives, in choofing and inftalling any in the office of fu- 
preme civil'governor, until at leaft they bad given {uitable evi- 
dence-of their repentance Yet fuch were the conftituent mem- 
bers of that committee of eftates, and firft parliament, employed 
sm the Revolution fettlement, witnout fo much as making any 
fuitable public acknowledgment of their wickednefs, in. the ac- 
tive hand the generality of them had in the former bloody perfe- 
cution, ag appears from a comparative view of the lifts of. the 
members of parliament, and particularly the duke of York’s lait 
parliament, with ad fecond of the atts-and orders of the meeting 
of efiates, anno 1689: Yea, by viewing: the lifts of Fames Vil. 
his privy council, annexed by Wodrow to the fecond volame of bis 
hiftory, itis evident, thai a great number of the nobility alone, 
members of that bloody council, were alfo members of forefaid 
convention of eftates, the members of which convention, {even 
‘bithops excepted), were exactly the fame with the members of the | 
‘firft parliament at the Revolution. For this,. compare fecond .€t 
of the mecting of eftates, with at firft, parliament firlt of Wil- 
liam and Mary. ‘By ail which it is evident, that from princes 
who had thus removed the bound, and difcovered no juit remorle 
for their fins, there was little. ground left to expect a happy eftas 
blifhment-of religion, in reftoring the flock of CurisT io the 
full poffeffion of ‘thofe valuable privileges and liberties wherewith 
he had made them free. | | | 
The charaéter of the conftituent members being confidered, the 
conftitution itfelf, and wherein it is inconfiftent with our cove= 
nanted eftablifhment, and is therefore hereby teftified againft, 
comes next to be confidered.. Altho’ the declaration of the mect- 
ing of eftatés in this kingdom, containing their claim of right, 
comprehended much more of their civil liberties, and formal 
rights of government, than was enjoved under the former mone- 
ftrous tyranny, yet it by no means {ufficiently provided for the le- 
gal eftablithment of our former happy reformed confticution, » 
which neceflarily obliged the civil rulers to employ their power to 
maintain and defend, notonly the doctrine, but alfo the Prefby- 
-terian worfhip, dilcipline and government, as the only and unal- 
‘terable form iaftituted by Curis. in his houfe: Whereas this 
craves the abolition of Prelacy, and the fuperiority of any office 
in the church above prefbyters in Scotland, fiavply aa it hath been 
a great and infupportable grievance and trouble to this nation, and 
contrary. to the inclinations of the geriezaiity of the people ever 
fince the reformation from Popery, without regajding the divine 
right of Prefbytery, and the contrariety of Prelacy to fcripture 
revelation, In agreeablenefs to which demand, when the fir ft 
parliament met injScotland immediately after the Revolution, which 
begun the — day.of April 1689, a “et 3d, Sef. ih, intitled, 
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A abolifoing Prelacy, they abolifhed Prelacy foi the forefaid rea- 
fon, and further declare, that they will fettle by law that church 
government in this kingdom, which is moft agreeable to the in- 
clinations of the people. Accordingly, in the fecond fefhon of 
the fame parliament, Ad sth, Fune 7th, 1690, the parliament e- 
Rab} ithing the Prefbyterian church government and difcipline, ‘as 
it had been ratified and eftablifhed by the 114th 4@, Fames VI. 
Parl 12th, anno 502, reviving, renewing, and confirming the 
forefaid a€t of parliament, in thé whole heads thereof, except 
that part of it relating to patronages, afterwards to be confide ered 
of. Likewife, in the above mentioned a€t at the Revolution, the 33 
chapters of the Wefminfier. Confefhion of Faith, (exclufivegof the 
catechifms, dire€tory for worfhip, and formof church government, 
ormerty publicly authorifed, and’ covenants national and fo- 
lemn league,) were ratified and eftablithed by the parliament: 
And the faid Confrflion being read im ‘their prefence, was voted 
and approved by them, as the public and avowed Confeflion of 
this church, without taking any notice of its fcriptural authority. 
And further, in the fame feffion of parliament, by the royal 
power allenarly, the firft meeting of the general aflembly of this 
‘church, as above eftablifhed, was appointed to be held at Edin- 
burgh the third Thurfday of Oftober following, the fame year 1690. 
And’by the fame civil authority and forefaid ad, many of the 
churches in Scotland were declared vacant: ; 
idly, The prefbytery windy againft the ecclehiaftic conftitution 
at the Revolution ; particularly, in regard, 17, That the mem- 
bers compofing the fame, were no lefs, if not much moré @xcep- 
tionable, than thofe of whom the fate confifted; the whole. of 
them one way or other, being juft'y chargeable with unfaith ole 
nefy to CuRisT, and his covenanted caufe, by finful and fea | 
ous compliance with the public defe€tions of the former times, or. 
actively countenancing the malignant apoftacy of the lande a 
which will appear evident, by confidering, that the Revolution 
church confified of fuch office-bearers, as had, in contradi@ion 
to their molt folemn covenant eng ements, fallen in with, - and 
approved of the public refolutions: And 'thefe public refolutioners, 
who had betrayed the Lorn’s caufe, which they had in the mot 
folemn manner {worn to maintain, were, witbout any public ace 
knowledgment demanded or offered, or adequate cenfure inflicted 
(even, after that the Lorp had remarkably teftified his difplea- 
fure againft that leading itep of defection, by fuffering thefe vi- 
pers, which we thus took into our bofom, to Ring us almoft to 
death,) for thiftheir fcandalous defeCtion and perjury, admitted 
and fuftained members of the Revolution church.— Again, the 
vevolution aflembly confifted of fuch minifters as had fhamefully 
changed their holding of CuristT, and finfully fubmitted, in the 
exercife of their miniftry, toa foreign head, Charles Il. who had, 
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by vistue of his blafphemous fupremacy, and abfolute power, tax 
ken the power of the keys from Cuxist’s minifters, and after- 
wards returning only one of them, (viz. the key of dectrine), to 
fach as accepted his Antichriftian, church-deitroying, and Curisv’- 
dethroning indulgences, attended with fuch finful limitations and 
reftri€tions, as were utterly inconfiftent with minifterisl freedom 
and faithfulnefs, declaring the accepters to be men-pleafures, and 
fo not the fervants of Curis ; (of which above.) Of this lamp 
were the molt of them, who, without any public acknowlegment 
of that horrid affront they had pat upon the charch’s true Heap 


daredtoconftituteand at as the fupreme judicatory of the church of 
niviture ; p J J 


CHRIST, anno 1690. Again, the forefaidaflembly wasalmoft wholly 
formed of fuch as had petitioned for, accepted of, and pretended 
to return a Gop-difhonouring letter of thanks for that blafphemous 
unbounded toleration, which that popilh tyrant, the duke of 
York (as is noticed formerly) granted with a lpecial view to rein- 
troduce abjured Popery ; and therefore whiift it extended its pro- 


te€tion to every herefy, did exclude the pure preaching of the — 


gofpel in the fields: Which toleration (according to Wodrow,). 


was joyfully embraced by all the Prefbyterian minifters in Secd- 


land, the Honoured Mr. Renwick only excepted, who faithfully _ 


proteited againft the fame. 


But further, the Revolution affembly did partly confit of fuch 


members, as, contrary to our folemn covenants, bad their con- 
fciences dreadfully polluted, by confenting unto, fubdferibing and 
{wearing fome one or other of the finful wicked oaths, tefts and 
bonds tryannically impofed in the perfecuting period, or by per- 
fuading others to take them, and declining to give warning of the 
danger of them, or by approving of the warrantablenefs of giving 


fecurity to the bloody council, not to exercife their miniftry, but: 
according to their pleafure. Moreover, they were all, in general, 


manifeftly guilty of the fia of carrying on, and maintaining ichifm 
and defection from the covenanted church of Curis in Scotland. 


As alfo, (which from the hiftory of thefe times is evident}, the | 
ruling elders in that affembly, being generally noblemen, gentle- | 


men, and burgefles, were moftly fuch, as had an active hand in the 
tyranny and perfecution that preceded, and in one refpect or 
other, were ftained with the blood of the Manryrs oi Jesus. 
‘Thus, that aflembly was chiefly packed up of fuch corrupt com- 
pliers, as, one way or other, were deeply involved in the apotta- 
cy, bloodfhed and cruelty of the preceding period, yet had not 
broken off their iniquities, ‘by a public’ confeilion of thefe crying 
fins, before that’ meeting 3 nor can it be found that any adequate 
cenfure was inflited on any of them for the fame. ‘Therefore, 
the predbytery teftify againft the Revolution church, as confilting 
moftiy of fuch fcandalous {chifmatical members, as could not, in 
a confiftency with the fcriotural rule, and laudable aQs of this 
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reformed church, have been admitted to church privileges, | far 
lefs to bear office in the houfe of Gop juntil at leaft, they had 
been duly purged from their aggravated feandals, and given evi- 
dent figns of a real repentance, according to the word-of Gop, 2 
Chron. xxx. 3. ‘* For they could not keep the paflover at. that 
** time becaufe the priefts had not fanctified themfeives fufficient. 
sly.” And Ezek xliv 10 % And the Levites that are gone 
® away far from me. when Ifrael went aftray, which went aftray 
‘< away from me after their idols, they thal] even bear their 
«iniquity ’ ver 13 “ And they thal not come near unto ae 
: to do the office of a prieft unto me, nor to come near to any of 
«* my holy things, in the moft holy place ; but they fhall bear their 
s* fhame, and their abominations which they have committed ” 
Next, the prefbytery ceclare and teftify againft the Revolution 
church, becaule plainly Era‘tian, and utterly inconfiftent with 
the covenanted conftitution of the reformed church, of Scotland, 
anno 1648: The truth of which charge will appear obvious, from 
confidering the aét of parliament, on which the civil power fertled 
the conftirution of the Revolution church, viz. AZ 114 James 
Vi. Parl. :2th; where inter alia. it is exprefly declared, * What 
8 it thall be awhal to the kirk minifters every year at leatt, and 
- © oftener, prore nate, asoccafion and neceflity fa'l require, to hauld 
&* and keepe general aflemblies, providing that the king’s majefty, 
*‘ or his commiffioner with them, to be appointed be his highnefs 
** to be prefent at ilk genera! aff mbly, before the diffolving there- 
“* of, nominate and appoynt time and place, quhen and qubair the 
** next general affemblie f2!1 be halden: And in cafe neither his 
‘© majefty nor his faid commiffioner beis prefent for the time, in 
«© that town, quhair the faid general affemb'y beis halden, then and 
<* in that cafe, it fhall be lefum for the fatd generai afjembly, be 
“* themfelves, to nominate and appoint time and place quhair the 
‘© next general aflembly of the kirk fall be keeped and halden, as 
“ they have been in ufe to do thefe times bypait.” Here, 1 in this 
act, a manifeft invafion and traitorous attack is made upon the 
headthip snd fupremacy of Curist, asa Son in, and over his 
own houfe He who is Gon’s anointed Kine in Zi0N, and fits 
on the throne of his holinefs, is hereby robbed of his crown 
rights; the intrinfic power, the fpiricual liberty and- freedom, 
granted by Curis to his church is encroached upon. Itisa 
received opinion among all true Prefbyterians, that the church hath 
an intrinfic power to meet in the courts of Carist’s houfe, fromthe 
loweft to the highett, by virtue of the power committed to her by 
thy Lorp Jesus Curist, without dependence onithe civil power. 
This is agreeable to {cripture, Maith xvi 19, and xviii 18 19, 
where the apoftles receive the keys “immediately from the hands 
of Curist their Lorp and Mafter: And as one principal part 
of. that tral Carist has cominitted to his church; this. has been 
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the conftant plea of the reforming and reformed Prefbyterian 
charch ot Scotland. Let us hear what the renowned and faithful 
minifter.and venerable confeffor for Curist, the Rev Mr. Joun 
Wetsu, fays to this particular, in his letter to the Countefs of 
Wigton trom Blacknejs, 1006, when a prifoner for this fame 
truth. Having affertex the independence of the church, the fpi- 
ritual kingdom of CurisT, upon any earthly monarch, and her 
freedom to mect, and judge of all her affairs; he adds, ** Thefe 
“‘ two points iff, that Curist ts Heap of his church 2d, That 
és fhe is FREE in her government from all other jurifdictions, ex- 
 ceptCurist’s: [Chef two points, I fayare the {pecial caufes of 
‘© our imprifonment, being now convict as traitors for maintain-- 
s‘ ing thereof; We have been ever waiting with joyfulnefs to give 
& the lafi.teftimony of our blood in confirmation thereof, if it 
_-& fhould pleafe our Gop tobe fo favourable as to honour us with 
“ that dignity. Yea, 1 do affirm, that thefe two points above 
$6 written,and all other things that do belong to CHrisT’s CROWN, 
6 SCEPTRE AND KINGDOM, are not {ubj-ct, norindeedcan be, to 
_ $* any other authority, but to his own altogether : So that I wouid 
‘6 be glad tg be offered up as a facrifice for fo glorious a truth.” 
So far he. But now this affembly of treacherous men, by feitling 
themfeives upon fuch a conftitution, have openly given up with 
this fciipural truth and Prefbyterian principle, handed down to us 
‘and feaied with the fufferings and deareft blood of the faithful 
Conressors and Marryrs of Curisr, and have confented 
that it is unlawful for the office-bearers in the Lorn’s houfe to 
exert their proper power in calling and appointing generai af- 
{emblies, however loudly the nec-ffity of the church may cal for 
_ them, uniefs the king authorife their diet of meeting, which he may, 
fF may not do, according to his pleafure Sa pa 
Again, it is evident, that the Revolution church is conftituted 
_ an the fame eraftian manner with the late Prelacy in Scotland. Vor 
_. proof of which, obferve, that as Prelacy was never eccleliaftically 
aflerted to be of divine authority, neither has prefbytery, by any 
explicit and formal act of affembly at, or fince the Revolution. 
As the prejates high ecclefiattical court was calied, adjourned and 
diffolved in the king’s ‘name, fo likewite are the affemblies of the 
Revolution church. As the Epifcopalians owned the king, in the 
_exercife of his eraftian fupremacy over them, fo the Revolution 
church, inftead of oppofing, did take up her flanding under the 
covert of that antichriftian fupremacy, and hath never fince de- 
_ clined the exercife thereof. Andas the civil powerjprefcribed limits 
unto, and. at pleafure altered the prelatic church, fothis church hath 
accepted of a foriuula prefcribed by che civil power, requiring, that 
ali the ordinances withia the fame be performed by the minif- 
ters thereof, as they were then allowed them, or fhould thereafter 
obe declared by their authority, as af 23d, Jef. 4th. pari. 
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rit, 1693, exprefly bears, By what is above faid it may appear, 
that this church is erafianin her confutution. But it is farther 
to. be obferved, that the pretenr conititation is no lefs inconfiftent 
with ise fcriptural and covenanted conftitution of the church of ° 
Scotland, in regard that the retrograde conftitution, to which the 
church fed back, and on which the was fettled at the Revolution, 
was but an infant Mate of the church, lately aftér her firft reforma- 
tion from Popcry, far infericr to her advanced ftate berwixt 1638, 
and i649 iuciulive. Ut was beforé the church had fhaken off the 
intolerable yokes of eraftian {apremacy and patronages ; before fhe 
had ecclefiaftically afferted and pradiically maintained her sPi- 
RiTUAL and SCRIPTURAL CLAIM of RIGHT, namely, the divine 
right of preibytery, and the intrinfic power of the church, the'two 
{pecial gems of CaRist’s crown, as KinGon his holy hill of Zron ; 
before the expianation of the national covenant, as condemning 
epifcopacy, the five articles of Perth, the civil power of church-— 
men; before the folemn league and covenant was entered into : be- 
fore the Wefiminfier Conteflion of Faith, the Catechifms larger 
and lefler, the D.reCtory for worfhip, Form of Prefbyterian church | 
government, and ordination of minifters, were compofed; and — 
before the acts of church and flate, for purging judicaiories eccle- 
fiaftical and civil, and armies from perfons difafe@ed to the 
caufe and work of Gop, wete made; and all thefe valuable pieces: 
of reformation, ratified with the fal! and ample fanétion of the 
fupreme civil authority, by the king’s majefty and honourable e- 
fates of parliament, as parts of the covenanted uniformity in reli- | 
gion betwixt the churches of Curisr in Scotland, England and 
Jreland: And therefore, this Revolution conftitution amounts to a 
thameful difregarding, yea, difclaiming and burying much (if nop 
all) of the reformation attained toin that memorable period, and a4 
a virtual homologation and allowance of the iniquitous laws at the ~ 
reftoration, azno 1661, condemning our GLORIOUS REFORMA- 
TION and SACRED COVENANTS, as rebellion; andis fuch an ag- 
gravated ftep of defection and apoftacy, as too clearly difcovers this 
church to be fixed upon a different footing and te be called by an- 
other name, than the genuine offspring of the true covenanted 
church of Curis'r in Scetland. sep a 
Betices what has been already noticed, réfpefting the finfulnefs 
both of the members conftituent, and the’conftitutions atthe Re- — 
volution ; itis further obferved as juft matter of lamentation s thar, 
at this period, when fuch a noble opportunity was offered, no 
fuitable endeavours were made for reviving the covenanted caufe 
and intercft of cur RapeEMER} no care taken that the city of 
the Lory thould be built upon her own heap, and the palace re- 
main after ‘he manner thereof: But, on the’ contrary, a religion 
was then :fab tfhed, not only exceeding far fhort of, but in many 
particulars very inconfiftent with, and deftrudiive of that bleffed 


uniformity in religion, once the glory of thefe now Bephne rane 
ifles. Lhe prefbytery therefore, i inthe next place, do teltify againit 
the fertlement of religion made at the Revolution, and that in 
thefe particulars foliowing : : 

7, Inftead of abolifhing Prelacy i in England and iélind as it 1s 
had been abjured in the folemn Jeague and covenant, and flands 
condemned by the word of Gop, and fundamental laws of the n2« 
tions, conform to the divine ee it was then, with all its popith 
ceremonies anew fecured, confirmed and eftablifhed in both thefe 
kingdoms, as the true religion, according to the word of Gob, to 
be publicly profeffed by all the people ; and the fupreme civil ma- 
giftrate folemnly {worn at his inauguration, both that he himfelf 
fhali be of the epifcopai communion, and that he fhall maintain 
inviolably the fett!lement of the church of England in the kingdoms 
of England and /reland, and territories thereunto belonging. Thus 
the Revolution has ratified the impious overthrow, and. ignomini- 
ous burial of the covenanted reformation in thefe two 
kingdoms that was made in the perfecuting period, and has fixed 
a lepal bar. in the way of their reformation, in agreeablencfsto the 
facred oath the three nations nrdught themfel¥es under to Gob | 
Almighty. iad 

adly, As to the fettlement of religion in Scotland, the pretty ery 
teftify againft it; 3/7, Becaufe it was a fettlement, which, inftead 
of homologating and reviving the covenant reformation between - 
1638 and 1650, in profeffion and principle, left the fame buried un+ 
der the infamous act refciflory, which did, at one blow, refeind and 
annul the whole of the reformation, and the authority efRablifh- 
ing the fame, by making a retrograde motion as far back as the 
year 1592, without ever coming one ftep forward fince that time, 
and herein acted moft contrary to the practice of our honoured re- 
formers, who ufed always to begin where former reformations ftopt, 
and after having removed what obftru{ied the work of reforma- 
tion, went forward in building and beautifying the houfe of the 
LORD es : E 

‘Lhat this backward Aeielonvent at the Revolution, was.a glaring 
relinquifhment of many of our valuable and happy attainments, 
in the fecond and moft advanced reformation, (as faid is,) and con- 
fequently, an open apoftacy and revolt from the covenanted con- 
ftitution of the church of Scotland, is fufficiently evident, from 
the forefaid act of fettlement 1690; where, (after having allowed 
of the Wefminfler Confeflion,) they farther add, * ‘That, they do 
© eftablith, ratify and confirm the Prefbyterian church govern- 
_ ment and difcipline, ratified and eftablithed by che 114th 42, 
8 James Vi. parl. 12th, anno 1592.” So that this fettlement in- 
cludes nothing more of the covenanted uniformity in thefe lands, 
than only the 33 articles of the Confefhon of Faith, wanting the 
{cripture proofs. Again, that the eR ic ete fettlement of religi- 
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on did not aboliff: the aét refciffory, nor ratify and revive any att, 
between 1638 and i650, authorifing andeftablifhing the work: of 
reformation, is clear from the fame att) Wherein, after abolifh- 
ing fome aéts anent the late prelacy in’ Scotland, they declarey 
6 Phat thefe aéts are abolifhed, fo far allenarly, as the faid ats, . 
‘© and others, generally and particularly above’ mentioned, are 
‘** contrary or prejudicial to, inconfiftent with, or derogatory from 
© the Proteftant religion, or Prefbyterian church government now | 
¢ eftablithed.” Where obferve; ‘hat this general claufe is reftridt- 
ed to acts and Jaws, in fo far only; as'they were centrary to the 
religion fettled in this at; and therefore, as this 2 ircludés no 
part of the covenanted reformation, between 1638 anc 164y fo 
this refciffory claufe abolifhes laws, not as agamil fore/aid refor- 
mation, but only, in fo far as they ftrike againft the Revoluiion 
fettlement, which the act reterlory could notdo. Agaim, inano- 
ther clauie of the fame adt, it is added, * Pherefore their vo: jef- 
“ties do hereby revive and ratify, ane perpetually confirm, all 
“ laws, {tatutes, and’ ats of parliament, made againft Pope r¥y 
* and Papifts”” Che only reafon that can be given for the revive 
al of laws, not againft Prelacy, but Popery, when abolifhing Pre- 
lacy, is, that the parliament, excluding the c:venanted reforma- 
tion from this fettlemeut of religion, reiolved to let the whole, of 
it lie buried under the a retciffery For as, in reality, there. 
were no laws made exprifly againit Prelacy, before 1592, bu: a- 
gaint Popery and Papifts; fo, had they faid, Lawe againit Pre- 
lacy and Prelates, they thereby would have eeiintich reac of the 
laws made by the reforming parliaments, betwixc 1640 and 2650, 
wherein bifhops and ail other Prelates, the civil p aces and power 
of kirkmen, @c_ are exprefly condemned., Again, in the fore: 
feid aét, they confirm all the articles of the rigth &, 15625 
except the part of it anent patronages, which is to be aiterw ie: 
confidered. Now, had the Revolution parliament viewed t 
reforming laws to have been revived.’and fo the-a& refciffory to 
be refcinded, by gheir Ac stly 6go, they would notthave left. 4% 
this particular to be again confidered of, feeing patronages were 
entirely abolifhed by an act of patliament 6493 bat having the 
bail at their foot, they now acted, as would bett {uit with their po- 
hitical aud worldly views. Once more obferve, that when the Revo- 
lution parliament ratified the act ; 1592, they take no notice of its 
having been done before by a preceving parliament in 1649. All » 
_ which plainly fays, that the reforming laws and authority of the 
parliaments, by whick they were mare, are not ‘regarded, as now 
in force. To conclude this particular, If the fettlement of re/igi- 
on, made in 1690, had revived andoratified the authority of our 
reforming parliaments, and laws made by them. then, as thefe 
obliged the king to {wear the covenants before h's coronation; and 
~all ranks to {wear them, and obliged to root out malignancy, fec- 
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_ tarianifm, €'c. and to promote uniformity. in dogtrine, worlhip, 
* difcipline and government, in the three nations : fo the Revolution 
{ettlement would havevobiiged ail to the practice of the fame duties, 
and that, before ever the king or any under him, could have 
been admitted to any tralt; while all that. would not comply 
therewith, would have been held as enemies, not only to religion, 
but'to theit king and country alfo, as was the cafe when the refor- 
mation flourifhed ; Bur. -as thevery reverfe of this was authorifed 
and practifed at the Revointion, it convincingly difcovers, that the 
fettlement of religion made in 1099, lett the whole of the refor- 
matiom attained to, ratified and eftablifhed by felemn oaths and 
civil laws, betwixt 1640 and 1649, buried under. that fcandalous 
and wicked aét reiciflory, framed by that tyrant Charles IT ater 
bis reftoration. Nor is there to be found in all the acts, petitions, 
fupplications and addrefies made by the aflemblies, at or fince the 
Revolution, any thing importing adefire to have that biaf -hemous 
a&t refcinded, which itands in full force, to the perpetual infamy 
and 'difgrace of the Revolution: fettlement of religion, fo. much 
_ gloried in by the greateft part, as happily eftablifhed. ae 
ad, The prefbytery teftify againit the Revolution fettlement of 
religion, not only as including avowed apoftacy fromthe covenant= _ 
ed conftitution of the reformed church of Sectland, anda traitor 
ous giving up of the interefts and rights of CurisT, our Lorp - 
and REDEEMER, in thefe lands, and efpectaly in this; but alfo, 
as it is an eraftian fettlement, which will appear, by confidering, 
iff, The antifcriptural method then taken, in eftablifhing religion's 
hes of fetting the church foremoft in the work of the Lorn, 
and the ftate coming after, and ratifying by their civil fanction 
what the church had done the Revolution parliament inverted ~ 
this beautiful order, both.in abolifhing Prelacy, fettling Prefbyte- 
ry, and ratifying the Confeflion of Faith, as the ftandard of doc- 
“teine to'this church; 3 ff, In abolifhing Prelacy, as it was mot at 
the defire of the church, but of the eftates of Scotland; fo the 
- parliament did it in an eraltian manner, without confuiting the 
church, or regarding that it had been abolithed by the, church, 
anno 1638, and by the ftate 1649, in confirmation of what the 
church bad done. Thus; -4@ 34, 1689+ ’tis.faid, “* The king 
_ and queen’s majefties with the eftates of parliament, do hereby 
«< abolifh Prelacy.” Again, when eftablithing prefbytery, ac 
sth, 1690, they act in the fame eraftian manner, whereby the 
order of the houfe of Gop was inverted in the matter of govern- 
ment ; in regard the fettlement of the government of the church, 
in the firft inftance, properly belongs to an ecclefiaftical judicato- 
ry, met and conftituted inthe name ofthe Lorp Jesus CHRIST 5 
and it is afterwards the duty of the ftate, to give the fanction of 
their authority tothe fame. This Eraftianifm farther appears in 
the parliament’s conduct with ci aie unto the Confeffion of Faith: 
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See act sth, fef. 24, pari. 1{t, wherein thus they exprefs them- — 
{elves : ‘© Likeas they, by thefe piefents, ratify and eflablifh the — 


‘* Confeflion of Faith, now read in their prefence, and voted and 


** approven by them, as the public and avowed confeilion of this — 
** church.” Hence it is obvious, that the parliament, by fuflain- — 
ing themfelves proper judges of dotrine, encroached upon the — 
intrinfic power of the church: They read, voted, and approved of — 
the Confeffion of Faith, without ever referring to, or regarding 


the aét of the general aflembly 1647, or any other act of reform+ 
ing affemblies, whereby that confeflion was formally made ours, 
or ever fo much as calling an aflembly, to vote and approve that 
confeflion a-new. [hat the above condudt of the flate, without 
PrESEUInE the church in her affemblies, either paft or future, is 
grofs Eraftiarifm, and what does not belong, at firft inftance, to 
the civil magiftrate, but to the church reprefentative, to whom 
the Lorn has committed the management of his fpiritual king- 
dom, may appear from thefe few facred texts, belides many others,, 
namely, Numb i. 50, 51. ** But thou fhalt appoint the Levites 
© over the tabernacie of teftimony, and over all the veffels there-- 
“ of, and over all the things that belong to it: They thall bear 
Ng the tabernacle and all the veffels thereof, and they thall minif= 
** ter unto it, and thal! encamp round about the tabernacle. and 
«¢ when the tabernacle fetteth forward, the. Levites fhall take it: 
‘* down, and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the »Levites 
** fhall fet it up, and the ftranger that cometh nigh fhall be put te 
“6 death.” See alfo chapters iii. and. iv. aC ; alfo Deut. 
¥Xxtii 8, 10. 1 Chron xv. 2. 2Gbron. xix. 11. Ezra x. 4)» So 
David, when he had felt the anger of. the PE te for not ebfery- 
ing his commandments in this particular, fays, 1 Chron. xv. 12. 
13. to the Levites, ** SanGify yourfelves, that ye may bring up 
the ark of the Lorp Gop of Ifrael. For becaufe ye did it nor - 
« at the firft, the Lorp our Gop made a breach upen'us, for» 
& that we ache him not after the due order.”” Likewife Heze- 


kiah, a reforming king, did not himfelf, at firft inftartce, fet a- 


bout reforming and purging the houfe of Gop; but having'called 
together the prielis and Levites, faysto them, 2 Chron. xxix.) 5. 
“ San tify yourfelves. and fandtify the houfe of the Lorn Gop 
‘* of your fathers, and carry forth the filshinefs out.cf the haly 
“} place; compared with ver. 11 Mal. ii. 7. Matth .xvi. 19. 
‘s I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: And 
Coxxviill. 28. To) ous AM ‘power is given unto me, po ye 
‘* therefore and teach all nations, teaching them to obferve vall 
bg tbings whatfoever Ihave commanded you.” From all which. 
it ma jalely be inferred, that as the Loxp jesus Curisr, the 
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King : and Lawes or of se church, hath conimitted al the power: | 


of chorci matters, whether refpecting the doctrine or government: 
thereof, ‘to church officer rs, as the firit proper receptacles slieeaets 
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fo, for civil rulers, at firft inflance, by their own authority, to 
make alterations in the government of the church, and to fettle 
and emit a ftandard of doétrine to the church, is a manifeft ufur- 
pation of ecclefiaftical authority, and a tyrannical encroachment 
upon the minifterial office.’ Ic needs only to be added, that this 
Revolution conduct ftands condemned by the Confeffion of Faith 
itfelf, in exprefs terms, (as well asin the holy {criptures,) chap xxiii, 
fect. 34, The civil magiftrate may not afflume to himfelf the 
“ adminiftration of the word, or the power of the keys.” And 
aifo, by the beautiful practice of our reformers, betwixt 1638 and 
1649, who obferved the f{criptural order, the church always going 
foremoit, in ail the feveral pieces of reformation attained to, and 
then the {tate coming after, by exerting their authority, im ratifi- 
cation and defence of the church’s acts and deeds, in behalf of 
reformation. ; ae pcs 
- 2d/y, The Eraftianifm of this fettiement of religion appears plain. 
from the act of parliament 1592 noticed above, upon which the 
Revolution parliament did found it, as in af 5th, /eff. 2. 1690, 
by which; the forementioned act 1592, is ratified, revived, renewed 
and confirmed, in all the heads thereof, patronage excep.ed. Now 
in-regard that act .1592 contains an invafion upon the headfhip. 
of CurisT, and the intrinfic power of the church, and afcribes an. 
eraftian power tothe civil magiftrate over the church, making it un- 
lawful for the church, to convocate her fuperior judicatories, but 
in dependence upon the king for his licence and authority ; and in 
regard the Revolution parliament did revive and . renew this 
claufe in forefaid a&t 1592, a3 well as other heads thereof, it muit 
needs follow, that this fettlement of religion cannot be freed of 
the charge of Eraftianifm: Nor is it very firange that ftatefmen, 
who had been educated in the principles of Eraftianifm, fhould be 
fondof reviving an act, that robbed Curist of his crown rights, 
-andgthe church of her fpiritual liberty ; but it is moft furprifing, 
that profeffed Prefbyterian minifters fhould fo greedily embrace 
and approve of Eraftianifm, as a valuable and glorious deliverance 
to the church of Curist ! In agreeablenefs to this eraftian arti- 
cle of the above at, the parliament, in their act 1690, indidted 
and appointed the firft general affembly, as a {pecimen of their 
eraftian power over their new conftituted church; and-it has ever 
fihce been the practice of the fovereign, to call, difloive and ad- 
journ her affemblies at his pleafure, and fometimes to an indefin- 
ite time, It is further obfervable, that the king’s commiflion to 
his reprefentative in the aflembly, runs in a ftile that evidently dii- 
covers, that he Jooks upon the affembly’s power and right of confti- _ 
tution as fubordinateto him. ‘Thus it begins, ‘* Seeing dy our deo | 
“* cree anaffembly is to meet? &c. Yet notwithftanding of this, 
the aflembly 1690, (nor any after them, fo far as was ever known 
to the worid) did not by any one forma! act and fratute exprelly 
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obra Fraftianifm, and explicitly affert the afone headfhip of . 
Curist, and the intrinfic. isdependent power of the church, in 
oppofition to thefe encroachments made thereupon, and therefore | ‘ 
may be juft y conftrued as confenting thereto. To conclude this par-_ 
ticular of the Fraftianifm ofthe prefentfettiementof religion, it may. 
be obferved, that altho’ thy Revolution parliament, from political | 
views. did, i Ac it lf 2d, refcind th» firt a of the fecond | 
porliament of Charles Hi entitled an AP offerting bis ntazefty’ s fupres” 
macy over all perfons, and in all caufes ecclefiaflical ; yet trom what is 
above hinted it may be inferred, that the Revolution fare has ftill | 
preferved the very fou] and fubflance of that blafphemous fupre- 
macy. (tho’ poflibly they may have transferred it from the perfon 
of theking, abficactly confidered, and lodged it in the hand of the 
king and parliament conjanaly, as the more proper fubject there- 
of:) For in the words of Mr. John Burnet, in his teftimony againft | 
-the indulgence, quoted by Mr. Brown in his hiftory of the indui- | 
gence,.*§ I'o fettle, enact and emit conftitutions, and orders, con- | 

_ cerning matters, meetings and perfoas eccle Ralties + according : 
‘to roya! pleafure, (and parliamentary i is much the fame), is the 
« very fubftance and definition of his majefty’s fupremacy, as it 1s 

_ & explained by his eftates of parliament :? But the Revolution | 
act of parliament fettling religion, is juft to fettle, enaét and emit | 
‘fuch conftitutions, acts and orders concerning matters, meetings — 
and perfons ecclefiaftical, according to parliamentary, imflead of © 
mere royal pleafure : and therefore the act authorifing the Revo- 
Jution fettiement of religion, is the very fubftance and definition 
of a royal patliamentary fupremacy. The truth of this will fur= 
ther appear by the fequel. , 

dh, The prefbytery teftify ag te the Ravotdon conftitution 
ard fe:tlement of religion, as it is not religious, but a mere civil 

‘and political one; * not built upon the foundation of the apoftles 
“and prophets, Jesus Curis? himfelf being the chief corner 
‘€ ftone;” but upon the fluCiuating inclinations of the ‘people, as the 
formal foundation thereof. For proof. of which confider the aéts of | 
parliament tclative to theabolition of Prelacy, and eftablifhment of © 
prefbytery. Th confequence of an article of the claim of right | 
made by the eftates of Scotland the af, 34, eff. ft, parl. 1689, — 
declares, ‘That whereas the cftates of this RingdGrits in their | 
© claim of right, declared that Prelacy, and the fuperiority of any 
<‘ ‘office in the church above prefbyters, is and hath been a great 
© and infunportable grievance to this nation, and contrary’ to the 
“¢ inclinations of the generality of the ‘people ever fince the ‘refor- 

_ ** mation, . chev having been reformed from Popery ‘by pretby- 

_. & ters. and “herefore to be abolithed: Our fovereign’ lord “and — 

ts lady, with advice and confent. ‘of the eftates of parliament, do | 
ee heraby ab lifh Prelacy and all fuperiority of any office in the © 

& chaich 3 in this kingdom above preibyters ; and do declare, that _ 
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» ¢ they with advice forefaid, will fettle by law that church-govern- 
ment in this kingdom, which is moft agreeable to the inclina- 
é& tions of the people’ Agrecable to this, one of king William's 
inftreftions to the parliament 1690, is, ** You are to pafs an 
_ & a& eftablifhing that church government which is moi agree- 
€¢ able'to the inclinations of the peonle” Accordingly we have 
the sth ad, feff 24. 16yo, feftiing Prefbyterian church-govern- 
_. ment in the fame torm, and on the fame footing. And io much 
king William, who, doubtlefs, was perfeCtly acquainted with the 
true intent and meaning of that act, declares in his letter to the 
aflembly indidt-d by him that fame year From all which (with- 
out noticing the Eraftian form of thefe acts, Gc.) it may be ob- 
ferved, that there is fomewhat done that is materially good; bat . 
- then there is nothing importing the contrariety of Prelacy to the 
feriptures of truth, nor the divine right of Prefbyterian cherch- 
government, fo that the whole of this fettlement is purely politr- 
eal, done for the pleafure of the good fubjeéts of Scotland x For 1ff, 
The only reafon why Prelacy is complained of and abolifhed, is, 
becaufe it was grievous, and contrary to the inclinations of the ge- 
nerality of the people. It is not fo much as declared conttary to 
jaw, though well known that it was condemned by many of the 
reforming laws; far le(s is it declared contrary to the word of Gop, 
and reformation principles founded thereupon : Neither is it faid 
to be a grievance to the nations, though ’tis manifeft, by the na- 
tions entering into a folemn covenant to extirpate it, that it 
was an infupportable burden to all the THREE. And the great 
_yeafon afligned for the people’s difaffection to Prelacy, 16 antiquity, 
“* They having been reformed from Popery by prefbyters,” as if 
© sour reformers had only contended for a church government mere- 
“Jy human; whereas they ftrenuoufly maintained the divine right 
of prefbytery, and condemned Prelacy as contrary to the word of 
“Gop. This reafon would be equally ftrong apainit prefbytery, - 
on fuppofition that prelates had got the ftart of prefbyters in the 
. reformation from Popery. Again, 2dly, Upon the fame and no 
better ground, was Prefbytery eftablifhed ;namely, becaufe it was 
more agreeable to the inclinations of the people, and as it was of 
a more ancient flanding in Scotland than Prelacy. Further, that 
- the divine right of prefbycery is not acknowledged in this fettie- 
ment, appears from the exprefs words of the act itfelf, wherein 
it is defigned, ** The only government of Curist’s church in 
« thisgnation’” Not ‘the only government of Curist’s church - 
- Jaid down in the word of Gon, received and {worn to by ali the 
‘three nations, ratified by both civil and ‘ecclefiaftic authority A 
clear evidence, that church government was regarded as auibula- 
tory only, and what might be altered at pleafure. Hence, while 
the king was fettling Prefbytery in Scotland, he was alfo main- 
taining, as bound by oath, Prelacy in England, &9'c. And fo Pret- 
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bytery, for peace’s fake, as moft agreeable to the inclinations of 
the people, was fettled in Scotland as the government of Curis'l’s 
church there; and Prelacy, for peace’s fake, as molt agreeable to 
the inclinations of the people, eftablithed in Engdand and Ireland, 
as the government of Cxist’s church there. ‘Thus, there is a 
fettlement of religion, and yet not one line of {cripture autho- 
rity, or reformation principles legible therein; and, as one faid, 
(though a firenuous defender of this fettlement), * The glory of 
‘‘ that church is at a low pafs, which hangs onthe nai! of legal fecu- 
“ sities by kings and parliaments, inftead of the nail which Gop 
“¢ has faftened in a fure place;* which, alas! is the cafe withthe 
. Chureh of Scotland at this day. It is true, that the parliament call 
their fettlement “agreeable to Gon’s word,” butitis true, that 
their condu& towards both, (abolifhing Prelacy, and eftablifhing 
Prefbytery, from thefe political motives above mentioned) it is 
abundantly plain that they believed neither of them to be formally 
and fpecifically agreeable to, and founded upon the word of 
Gop, but that they regarded all forms of church government as 
indifferent, and thought themfelves at liberty to pick and choole 
fuch a particular form, as beft fuited the humours and inclinations 
of the people, and their own worldly advantage :.Accordingly, 
we find the parliament 168y, appointing a committee to receive 
all the forms-of government that fhould be brought before them, ° 
to examine them for this purpofe, and then report their opinions” 
of them to the houfe. 7 . 

That the parliament at this time, or the king and parliament 
conjunctly, acted from the above latitudinarian principle, is fur- 
ther evident from their eftablifhing, and confenting to the efta- . 
blifhment of thofe two different and oppofite forms of church go- 
verment, Prefbytery in Scotland, and Prelacy in England and Ire- 
land, and both of them confidered as agreeable to the word of © 
Gop, and the only government of Curist’s church in the 
feveral kingdoms, where they were efpoufed: Which, as it is felf-, 
contradictory and abfurd, fo it is impoflible they could ever have 
done this, if they had believed the divine right of either of 
them. And finally, by this condué of theirs, the ftate declared 
their approbation thereof, and refolution to copy after the 16th 
alt, fel. 2d, parl. 1ft of Charles Ul. (yet in force), which-afcribes - 
an Eraftian power to the king, of fettling church government as, 
he fhall think: proper. By which it appears quite inconfiftent 
with the Revolution fettlement, to confider church power upany O- 
ther light, than as fubordinate to the power of the flate: And yet _ 
with this political and eraftian fettlement of religion, the Revolu- . 
tion church have declared themfelves fatisfied: They have not con- 
_demned epifcopacy, as contrary tothe word of Gon, nor pofitiyely 
aflerted the divine right of prefbytery, and difclaimed the claim of 
right and ad of fettlement, as their right of conititution ; but, on 
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the contrary, approved of both, as appears from the commifiion act, 
1709, and their addrefs to the parliament i714, both’ homolos 
gated oy the fucceeding aflemblies: W hereby they declare, that they 
have dropt a moft material part of the teftimony of the reformed 
church of Scotland, and are not faithful to the Lorp Jzsus 
CHRIST, ‘in maintaining the rights of his crown and kingdom. 
From the whole, it may too juftly be concluded, concerning the 
Revolution fettlement of religion, what the prophet Hofea declares 
of the calf of Samaria, Hof. viii. 6. ** For from Ifrael was it alfo, 
‘¢ the workman made it, therefore it is not Gov; the. calf of 
‘© Samaria {hall be broken in pieces.” It is not a divine inftite- 
tion founded upon the word of Gop, and regulated by his reveal~ 
edlaw; but a human invention, owing its original in both king- 
doms, to the inclinations of the people, governed by laws oppo- 
fire to the laws of Curist in the word. , : 
Hence we have the idolatrous inftitutions of Prelacy, eftablithed 

in the one nation, and Eraftianifm, under the fpecious pretext of 
Prefbytery,; in the other; and both under an exotic head of 
ecclefiaftical government. Sag: 

From what is mentioned above, refpecting the Revolution con 
flitutions, and fettlement of religion in the nations, it will appear, 
that the fame are oppofite to the word of Gon, and covenanted 
conftitutions of both church and ftate, and to thé reforming laws, 
betwixt 1638 and 1650, ratifying and fecuring the doctrine, wor 
thip, difcipline and government of the church, and all divine ordi- 
nances, facred and civil, according to {cripturerevelation; and there- 
fore cannot be acknowledged as lawful, by any that make ‘the 
law of Gon their rule, and defire to go out by the feotfteps of 
the flock of Curisr. thie. be Tien ; 
_-The prefbytery proceed now to confider the adminiftration fince . 
the late Revolution, as flanding in immediate connection with the 
forementioned conftitutions and fettlement: Only, in the entry; 
it-may be obferved, that as the ma!l-adminiftrations, civil and-ec- 
clefiaftic, are increafed to almoft an innumerable multitude, fo 
that it would be next to an_impoflibility to reckon them all up; 
the prefbytery propofe on!y to obferve fo many of the moft re» 
markable inftances, as fhall be fuflicient to juftify a condemna~ - 
tion of the préfent courfe of the nations, although the conftitu- 
tions could not be excepted againft 2s finful. And, — | 

if, The prefbytery declare and teftify againft the grofs Erafti- 
anifm that has attended the adminiftrations of both ‘church and 
ftate, fince the Revolution. As the conftitutions of both, (above 
noticed,) were Eraftian and antifcriptural 5 fo their condu& ever 
fince, has been agreeable thereto, tending evidently to difcover 
that, while the ftate is robbing cur REDEEMER of his crown, | 
and. bis church of her liberties, this church, inftead of teftifying 
again{t, gives confent to thefe impieties. 
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Particularly, (7, As at the forementioned period, fo ever fince the. 
king has continued, by his own authority, to call, diffulve and 
adjourn the national allemblies of this church’ ‘Phe frit Revolu-- 
tion affimbly was held, by virtue of an’Eraftian indictment, and 
by the fame power was dillolved. Lhe next was, by royal authority, 
appointed to be at Edinburgh i69t but by the fame power, tas 
‘adjourned to 1692, and then diffolved, without pafling any at; 
and though again indicted to meet 1693, yet was not allowed to 
fit till ALarch 1694, nigh a year after the parliament had made an 
humble addrefs to the fovereign. for granting that privilege — But 
s+ would. be endie(s to. attempt an enumeration of all the inftances - 
of the exercife of Eraftianifm in this particular, whichis annually. 
renewed. How often, alas! “have the aflemblies been prorogued, 
raifed and diffolved, by magiftratical authority, and fometimes 
without nomination. of another diet? How frequently alfo, have 
they been reftrited in their proceedings, and prelimited as to 
members, and matters to be treated of, and difcufied therein; de- 
5 of their liberty to fit and a& asimembers, 
n, merely, becaufe fuch had not takem the 
oaths appointed by Jaw? AM which exercife of Eraftian fuprema- 
cy natively refults from the parliamentary fettlement i690. . And 
when-no adequate teftimony was ever given by the church againft 
fach Eraftian ufurpations, but they ars {till crouched under. and, 
complied with, it may juftiy be confirv€ted a tame fubjeGtion and 
woful confent to this fupremacy That this is no forced infer 
ence from. the continued pract:ce of this church, appears from 
this, tbefides other evidences that might be adduced.) viz. Phat 
as the Revolution parliament, when ratifying the ‘Confefhow of 
Faith, entirely left out the act of aflembly 1647, approving and 
partly explaining the fame, (wherein thefe remarkable words are, 
‘© Iris further declared, that the aflemb'y underftandeth fome 
«« parts of the fecond article of the 3 iff chapter, only of kirks not 
“ fettled or conflituted in point of government,”) viz. as being 
snconfiftent with the Eraftian impofitions of the magiftrate. So 
this church, when they caufe intrants unto the miniftry fubfcribe 
the confeflion,- do not obiige them to fubfcribe it with this expla- 
natory act,.(which docs by no means admit of a private power in 
the magiftrate, deftructive of the church’s intrinfic power,) but 
they only do it as the parliament ratified ity. ba San ORE | 
_ «adly, Another inflance of Eraftianifm praétifed by both church © 
and ftate, is, that when the king and parliament did bind down 
epifcopal curates upon congregations, forbidding church judicato- _ 
ries the exercife of difcipline upon the impenitent, and enjoiming 
the aflembly to admit fuch, without any evidence of grief or for- — 
row for their former apoftacy, upon their fwearing the oath of al- 
legiance, and fubfcribing ‘a formula, homologating the Revolu- ” 
tion fettlement, fubftituted in the room of the covenants; the — 
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hurch approved of this fettlement ; and protection was granted by 
the civil powers to fuch curates all their lifetime in their churches 
and benefices, who yet were not brought under any obligaion to 
fubjectthemfcives to the government and difcipline of ‘the church. 
‘The truth of this.is maniieft, from iundiy of King Wilham’s \etcers 
‘to the aflembiies, together with after acts of parhament, ‘relative 
thereto. in his letter, dated February 13th, 1690, to the come 
miffion of the 2ffembly, he fays, ** Whereas there haih been hum- 
«6 bie application made to. us by fevgral minifters, for themfclves 
s¢ and others, who lately ferved under epifcopacy, we have 
4 thoughr good to fignify our pleafure to you, that you make no 
‘© dit v€tion of men, otherwife weil qualified for the minifliry, 
* though they have formeriy conformed to the law, introducing 
st epifcopacy. and that ye give them no difturbance or vexation 
«‘ for that caufe. or for that head: And it-is our pleafure, that 
<* until we give further directions, you’ proceed to no more 
‘¢ procefs, or any other bufinefs”” In another letter, dated June 
t5th, 691!, he fays, ‘* We are well ,pleafed with what you ~ 
“© write, to unite with fuch of theciergy, who have ferved under 
é* epifcupacy ; and thar you are fufficiently inftruéted by the gene-. 
6‘ ral aflembly to receive them; from all which, we do expect a 
lena {peedy and happy fuccefs, that there fhall be fo great a progrefs 
_$€ made in this union betwixt you, before we return to Britainy 
@ that we fhall then find no caufe to continue that ftop, which 
’ @ at pref nt we fee nec flarv; and that neither you, nor any come 
© miffion or church meeting, do meddle in any procefs or bufi- 
6 neis, that may concern the purging out of the epifcopal mini- 
6 fters” And in a lettet to the epifcopal clergy, he fays, * We 
© doubt no. of your applying to, and concurring with vour brethe 
ren the Prefbyterian minifters in the terms we have been at 
- pains to adjuft tor you, the formula will be communicated to you 
by yourcommiffioners,” Cs'c. Sce alfothe 27th adF parl. 1005s 
where it is declared, “ Vhat all fuch as fhail duly come in and 
6 qualify themfelves, fhall have and enjoy his majefty’s protec: 
‘© tion, as to their refpective kirks and benciices. they always con 
“ taining themfe!ves within the limits of their paftoral charge 
within their faid parithes, without offering to éxercife any part - 
«© of government, unlefs they be firft duly affumed by a compe- 
“ tent church judicatory; providing, neéverthelefs, that as the 
‘* faid minifters are left free to apply or not, to the forefaid church 
“© judicatories,” éc¢. To which agree, «df 2d, Parl 1700, 44 
3d, Parl 1702, 4% 24,sParl. 1703 €5'c. Behold here the cis. 
vil magiftrate, exercifing the fupremacy in matters ecclefiaftical, 
in that he both eftablithes the old Scots curates in their refpe€tive 
“parifhes, upon their former footing, limits them in the exercile 
of their fun&tion, difcharging them from exercifing any part of 
ecclefiattical policy, bué upon- their uniting. with the Prefbyterians 
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on the terms he had adjufted for them: And further, by his au- 
thority. {tops the exercife of church difcipline againft thefe curates, 
(hough the moft of them were notorioufly fcandalous,) nay, even 
difcharges the afiemhly from proceeding to any other bufinefs, till 
they received other direCtions from the throne. The whicli palpa- 
ble inflance of Erafliani{m in the ftate, wasaiot only peaceably fub- 
mitted to, but heartily aequicfced in by the chutch+ For, as they 
had declared they. would cenfure no prelatical incumbent for his’ 
principles anent church goverirment, however much difaffected to 
a covenanted reformation, and. had given frequent difcoveries of 
their readinefs to receive into communion the epifcopal curates, 
according to the terms prefcribed by the parliament, (as appears 
* from the aflembly records;) fo the aflembly 1694,.4@ 11th, hay- 
ing framed a tham formula for receiving in the curates, containing 
no iuch thing as any renunciation of abjured Prelacy the abomi- 
nable tefl, and other finful oaths thefe creatures had taken; but on- 
ly an acknowledgement of the Revolution fettlement of religion, 
as eftaplifhed by law, by the forefaidaét, appointed theif commif- 
fion to receive ail the epifcopal clergy who applicd, and who being 
qualified according to law, would alfo fubfcribetheir formula and 
that without any thew of repentance for their fcandalous public - 
Gns, and their deep guilt of the effafion of the blood of Gon’s 
faithful faints and witnefles during the tyranny of the two bro- 
thers. .Phefe inftructions to the commiflion and other jadicato- 
ries, (aS appears by their adts), were fucceffively renewed by the 
aflembly upwards of twenty times, from 16y4 to 1716, and were 
indeed attended with good fuccefs, as is" evident from their ad- 
drefg to the queen, recorded a& roth 1712; where they declare, 
as an inftance of. their moderation, “ That ince the Revolution, 
* there had been taken in, and continued, hundreds of. the epif- 
‘* copal curates upon the eafieft terms,” viz. fuch as were by the 
royal prerogative adjufted to them. Which practice, as it de- 
clares this church homologators of Eraftianifm, fo itis directly op- 
polite to Prefbyterian principles, the difcipline and pra€tice of our 
reformed church of Scotland, and to the laws of Curist, the fu- 
preme lawgiver, Ezek. xliv. ver. 10, 13; 14, 15) 2Corewi,.17, 
18, Ok a ilies Dut Pek ee 
3dly, A third inftance of the Eraftianifm practifed fince the Re- - 
volurion, is, that the king and parliament have taken upon them 
to prefcribe and lay down, by magiftratical authority, conditions 
and quaiifications, fine gua non, of minifters and preachers. For 
proot of which, fee ad? 6th, /ef. 4th, pari. 1{t, 1693, where it 
~ is enacted, “ That the faid oath of allegiance be fworn, the fame, 
** with the forefaid affurance, be fubfcribed, by ali preachers and 
‘‘ minifters of the gofpel whatever; certifying fuch of the fore- 
‘*faid perfons as are, or fhall be in any public office, and fhall 
* own and exercife the fame, without taking the faid oath and 
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<¢ affurance in manner forefaid,—minifters provided to kirks fhail 
6 be deprived of their benefices or ftipends, and preachers thall 

“ be punifhed with banifhment, or otherways, as the council thal 
“ think fit :” Alfe.a& 23d, 1693, it is ordained; “That no perfor 
‘* bé admitted or.continued to be a minifter, or preach within this 
« church, unlefsthat he having firft taken and fubferibed the oath 
« of allegiance, and .fubfcribed the oath of affurance in manner 
«* appointed: And further, ftatute and ordain. that uniformity of 
4 worthip be obferved by all the faid minifters and preachers, as 
«¢ the fame are at prefent performed and allowed therein, or fhall 
«* heréafter be declared by the authority of the fame: And that 
« no minifter or preacher be continued and admitted for hereat- _ 
s¢ tery unlefs that he fabfcribe to obferve, and do actually obferve 
' &© the forefaid uniformity.” The Eraftianifm in thefe acts feems 
{crewed up yet a little higher, by aé?7th, fe. sth, parl. 1, 1695 3 
where, after appointing anew day to fuch minifters as had not 
formerly obeyed, it is ordained, “ With certification, that fuch of 
‘s the faid minifters as fhall. not come’ in betwixt and faid day; 
‘are hereby, and by the force of this prefent act; ip/o fadto de= 
«| prived of their refpective kirks and ftipends, and the fame de“ 
_ s clared vacant, without any further fentence.’ The Eraftian« 
ifm in thefe acts is fo manifeft at firft fight, that it is needlefs to 
illuftrate the fame; only it may be remarked, that by thefe acts 
the civil magiftrate prefcribes new minifterial qualifications, wizs 
the oaths of allegiance and affurance, and thefe impofed inftead 

‘of an oath of allegiance to Zion’s king, viz. the oaths of the co- 
wenants: As alfo, that minifters are hereby reftricted from advanc-= 
ing reformation, being bound down to obferve that uniformity at. 
| prefent allowed, or that fhall hereafter be declared by authority of 
; parliament, And further, Eraftianifm is here advanced to the de- 
-grée of wrefting the keys of government out of the hands of the 
church altogether, taking to themfelves the power of f depofing all 
fach minifters as {hall not fubmit to their antichriftian impofitions, 
and of declaring and afcertaining by theirown authority what mode 
of worfhip or government {hall take place in this. church hereafter. 
‘This Eraftian appointment of miniiterial qualifications, 9c. is e- 
-vidently injurious, both to the headfhip of Curis in his 
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- ehurch, and to the church’s intrinfic power. It pertains to the. 


xoyal prerogative of CurisT, to appoint all the qualifications of 
his officers, which he has done in the word. And it pertains to 
the church reprefentative, by applying the laws of Curis in his 
sword, to declare who are qualified for the miniftry, arid who not. 
But here the civil power, without any regard to church jridica- 
toriés, by a magifterial authority, judges and determines the qua- 
lifications that gofpel minifters muft have, otherwife they €annot 
‘be acknowledged minifters of this church : At the fame time it 
Sertt be regreted, thatthe church, inftéad of faithfully dileqvers 


( 68) . 
ing the finfulnefs of forefaid conduct, and teftifying againft‘it,’ 
as an antichriftian ufur pation, shave dectarea: their “approbation 
thereof, by taking the above named illimited oaths, according. to. 
the parliament’s order; and alfo by the affembly’s enjoining their 
commiflion to act conform to the parliament’s directions, refpec- 
ting minifterial qualifications, in their admiffion ‘of thofe that had - 
formerly conformed to epifcopacy, and réfuling to admit any into 
their communion without having thele new minifterial rs st 
tions. 
Athly, Afourth piece of. Rraftianifin net cliee fince the commence- 
ment of the Revolution fettlement, againft which the prefbytery 
teftify is, ‘That the civil mapiltrare by himfelf, and by his own 
authority, without con{ulting the church, or any but his parlia- 
vent, privy council, and diocefan bifhops, appoints diets and caufes 
of public faftine and thank{giving, .A number. of inftances might 
here be condefcended on, So an att of the ftates, anno 1689, 
for public thank{giving: An aét of parliament 1693, appointing 
a monthly faft declares, That their majefties with ddvice and 
* confent of the faid eftates of parliament, do hereby command 
<¢ and appoint, that a day of folemn: fafting and humiliation be 
«¢ religioufly and ftrictly obferved by all perfons within this: ‘king- 


ie dom, both in church and meeting-houfes, upon the third Thurf= 


«© day of the month of May, and the third Yhur/day of every month 
«« thereafter, until intimation of forbearance :be made by the 
* lords of their majefty’s privy council: andordains all-minifters 
*¢ to read thefe prefents a Suuday before each of thefe fait days, 
‘¢ nominate by authority: And ordains all difobeyers to be fined 
<¢ in afum not exceeding roo/, and every minifter who fhall not 
«© obey to be procetied before the lords of their’ majefty’s privy 
«* council ; and requiring fherifts to make report of the minifters 
“«¢ who fhall fail of their duty herein, to the privy council.” But 
itis tono purpofe to multiply inftances of this kind, feeing it has 

been the common prattice of every fovereign fince the Revolution © 
to appoint and authorife national diets of faiting, with civil pains 
annexed, | And, as the ftate has made thefe encroachments upon 
the oyalties of Curist, fo this church, initead of bearing faith- 
ful teftimony againft the fame, have finfully fubmitted thereunto, 
In agreeablene{s to.the royal dats, oan € they obferved the 
monthly. fait for the fuccefs of the ,war againft Lewis XIV. (of | 
which above) and.in favours of the Pope, which king Wi/liam was 


- 


- bound to profecute by virtue of a covenant made with the allies at 


the Hague, February 1691, to be feen inthe declaration of war 
then made againft #rance, wherein it is, exprefly faid,’ « That no 
** peace is to be made with ‘Lewis XLV. till he has. made repara- 


«© tion to the Holy See for whatfoever he-has acted againtt it, 


«¢ and till he make void all thefe:infamous proceedings, (wrz. oF © 


“the parliament of Paris) againit the: holy. Father bhi Bh 


* 


: (6) 


Behold here the acknowledgment of the Pope’s fupremacy, and his 
‘power and dignity, both as afecular and ecclefiaftic prince, and in 
the obfervation of thefe fafts, the church did mediately (tel/ it nat 
in Gath) pray ‘or fuceefs to the man of fin: & practice utter- 
ly repugnant to protefiant,much more to prefbyterian principles, 
gud wath will be alaiting Rain upon both church and ftate. As 
this church did then fubmit, fo fince the has made a refignation 
and furrender of that part of the church’s intrinfie right to the 
civil power, fee a 7th, affem. 1710: *¢ Ail minitters and mem- 
6 bers are appointed religio.flv.to obferve all fafts and thavk{giv- 
“© ings whatever appointed by the church, or fupreme magiitrate 5 
« and the refpective judicatories are appointed to take particular 
‘¢ notice of the due, obfervation of this, and af? ath, 1722, ac? gth 
6925 From which acts it Is manifeft, that the Revolution church 
hath only’ declared the power and right of authoritative indicting 
_ public faits and thankfgiving for ordinary, even ina conftituted fet- 

tled national church. to be'ong, at leaft, equally to the civi! magi- 

ftrate, as to the church; But, by their conftant practice, they have 

undeniably given up the power of the fame to the civil power ale 
together 5,it being fact, that fhe never by her own power appoints 

a national «diet of fafting, but fti'l applies to the king for the 

nomination thereof. Aud further, asa confirmation of this fur- 

render, it appears from their public records, that when fome 
members have proteited againit the obfervation of fuch diets, the 
aflemb!y would neither receive nor record fuch protefts. Now, 

the finfulnefs of this eraftian praCice {till perfifted in, is evident 

from the feripiures of trath, where the glorious king .of Zion 

afligns the power of appointing faults. not to” the civil magittrate 

but. to the fpiritual office-bearers in his houte, fer. xii. 18. 

s Say wato the king and queen, humbie yourfelves.”” Here it is 
the office of the prophets of the Lorpb to enjoin humiliation 
work upon thofe that are in civil authority, contrary to the pre- 

_. fent practice, when kings and queens, ufurping the facred office 
__ by-the:r authority, fay to.miniiters, “ Humble yourfclves.””. See’ 
alfoy Foel 1. 13, 14, and ii. 15, 16, compared whth Numb. x. 

§. 9. 10. Here whatever pertains to thefe folemuities, 1s en- 
trufted to, and required of the miniiters of the Lory, without 

‘the intervention of civil authority; the fame ts imported in. Matth. be 
xvi 19. and xviii 18. Jobn xx: 23 3 it being manifeftly.con- 
tained in the power of the keys committed by the church’s Head 
to ecclefiaftical officers. | Moreover, this Eraftianifm flowing | 


xz 


_ from a fpiritual fupremacy exercifed over the church, is peculiarly 
“aggravated by thefe particulars : i 
aft, That commonly thefe fafts have been appointed on account 
of wars, in which the nations were engaged, in conjunction with 
grofs antichriftian idolaters, Who have been moft: active in their 
endeavours to root out Proteitantifm: Now, it cannot but, be . 
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moft provoking to the Majefly of Heaven, for profefied Prefby- 


teriang to obferve fafts, the profefled defign of which includes 


fuccefs to the intereft of the avowed enemies of our glorious Re- 
DEEMER. Again, the above pra€lice is aggravated, trom this 
confideration, that thefe diets of fafting, with civil pains annexed 
to them are fent by public proclamation, dir&ted to their iheriffs, 
and other fudordinate civil ofhcers, who are authorifed to difvatch 
them to theaminiflers, and infpeCt their obfervation thereof: And 
while profefled minifters of Curis'r tamely comply with all this, 
it amounts to no lefs thana bafe fubj-ction of the worlhip. of 
GoD, in the folemnity of faiting in a national Way, to the wil 


of the civil powers, when whatever time and caufes theyap=:. 


point mult be obferved. yf 
From. all which, in the words of the minifters of Perr and 


Fife, in their teftimony to the truth, fc, 1658, tre pref ior vefe 
tify againf the above eraftian conduct as bring. in tis oes aerure 
introductory to greater encroachments, and putunrg im) mic herds 
of the civil powers, the modelling of the worthip (hom) ead 


things molt properly ecclefiaftic, . |. rh, eo 
5th, Another piece of Evaftianif{m, refpectiny':». pee fuse nade 
miniftration, which the prefbytery teflify againfi, is the King and 


parliament their arbitrarily impofing feveral of their ais and ita. 
tutes upon ministers and preachers, under ecclefiattic pains and - 


cenfure ; while this Revolution church, by their filent (ubmifion 
and compliance therewith, have at leaft interpretatively piven their 


confent thereto. ‘I’hus, as the oaths of ailegiances and affurance « 


were, enjoined upon all in ecclefiaftic office, under the pain of 


church cenfure, (of which above ;) fo likewife, ai 6th, 1760, 


ordains, ‘* That no profeflors and principals, bearing office in 


‘* any ‘univerfity, be capable, or be admitted to continue in the. 


© exercife of their faid fun€tions, bat fuch as fhall own the civil 


‘s government, in manner prefcribed, or to be prefcribed by aéts 


** of parliament.”’ In confequence of which, there is an af, 1707 | 
an act in the firft year of King George I. and another in the fifth — 
year of his reign; by all which ftatutes, ecclefiaftic. perfons are) 
enjoined totake the oath of abjuration, with the other eaths, © 


_ under pain of having ecclefiaftic cenfures infli@ted upon them : 
And they ordain, ‘* Phat no perfon be admitted.to trials, orlicen- 


“‘ fed to preach, till they have taken the public oathé,on pain of ~~ 


‘« being difabled.” The forefaid a€t, in the fifth year of George ~. 


I. ordains, ** All minifters and preachers to pray in exprefs words © 


‘« for his majefty and the.royal family, a3 in former ats.” Phe 
king and parliament at their own hand preferibe a fet form of pray- 


er for the church of Scotland, and that under eraftian penalties up- © 
onthe difobeyers., Again by an,act 1737, framed for the more’ 
effectual bringing to juftice, the murderers of Captain Porteous, 
itis enacted, ‘* That this act fhall be read in every parifh church ©” 


( oats) 
ss throughout Scotland, on the firft Lorn’s day of every month — 
‘6 for one whole year, from the firft day of duguf 1737, by the 
‘* minifter of the parifh, inthe morning 1mmediately before the 
«© fermon, and, in cafe fuch minifters fhall neglect to read this 
‘6 a& as is here dire€ted, he fliall, for the firft offence, be dee 
‘§¢ glared incapable of fitting or voting in any church judicatory ; 
‘© and for the fecond offence, be declared incapable of taking, 
‘* holding, or enjoying, any ecclefiaftical benefice in that pare 
6 ef Great Britain cailed Scotland.” - ‘The Eraftianifm of this a& 
is very plain, the penalties thereof are ecclefiaftic, and infer a_ 
kind of depofition; fecing the difobeyers are hereby difabled from 
exercifing and enjoying what is eflential to their office. Moreover, 
the wickednefs ot this act appears, in that it-was appointed to 
be read on the Sabbath-day, and in times of divine fervice ; 
whereby, miniflers being conftituted the magiftrates heralds to 
proclaim this act, were obliged to profane the Lorpb’s day, and 
corrupt his worthip, by mixing human inventions therewith, 
which was direétly a framing mifchief into a law. Yet, with ali 
thefe impofitions above noticed, this church hath generally com- 
plied; and thereby declared that they are more fludious of plea- 
fing and obeying men, than Gon, feeing their practice therein 
infers no lefs, than a taking inftructions in the minifterial func- 
tion, and matters of divine worfhip, from another head than 
CARITS yh: . ih 
6thly, The next piece of eraftian adminiftration in church and 
fiate, the prefbytery take notice of and teftify againft, is that of 
patronages. “When the parliament 1690, had changed the form 
of patronages, by taking the power of prefentations from pa- 
rons, and lodging it’in the hands of fuch heritors and elders ag 
were qualified by law, excluding the people from a vote rn calling 
their minifter, this eraftian act, {poiling the people of their jutt 
privilege, was immediately embraced by the church, as is evi- 
dent from their overtures for church difcipline 1696, where they 
declare, that only heritors and elders have a proper right to vote 
in the nomination of a  minifter.— Alo their overtures 1705 and 
1719, do lodge the fole power of nomination of minifters in. the 
hands of the majority of heritors, by giving them a negative - 
over the elderfhip and congregation. But, as if this had not 
been a fufficient ufurpation of the people’s right, purchafed to 
(them by the: bloed of Curist, by an a&t of parliament 1712, 
the above act 16yois repealed, and patrons fuily. reitored to all 
their former antichriftian powers over the heritage of the Lorn; 
which yoke #:li continues to opprefs the people of Gop. While 
again, this church, as if more careful to pleafethe court, and court 
_parafites, than Curris'r and his people, have, not only peaceably 
fallen in with this change, by daily pradctifing ic in planting vacant 
congregations, but, as fond of this child of Rome, have further 


“~ 
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eftablithed and confirméd ‘the power of patrons: by the fendiion: « 
of their authority, as appears from feveral adtsof affumobly; thereby» 


declaring their refolutions to have this epidemic evil continued, 


though it fhou'd terminate in the utt-rrun of the church. Patron- . 


age was always by the church of Scotland, fiace the reformation, 


accounted an intolerable yoke; and therefore fhe never ceated . 


contending againft it, tulit was at laft utter'y abolifhed by a&s 
both of reforming aff-mblies and parliaments ; and that as one of 
the inventions of the whore of Rome. . 

As this antichr.ftian praétice was’ unknown to. the churchin 


her primitive and purett times, till gradualiy introduced, with , 
other popith corruptions, fo it has not the leaft veftige of any war-. 


rant inthe word of trath: nay it is dirs€tly oppofite thereto and 


to the apoftolical practice, Ads i. 15, to 14. chap. Vip dy XOrFe 


as alfo, xiv. 23. xvi. g with other paflages therein; a book, .in- 
tended to give us the apoftolical practice and pattern, in the fet- 
tlement of the Chriftian church And)2 Cor. ii. 10, &So, Where- 
fore the prefbytery teftify againft this eraftian ufurpationas molt 
finfulin itfelf, moft injurious to the church of CurisT, and in- 
confittent with the gieat ends of the miniftry ;-and againft this 
church, for not only fubmitting unto, but even promoting. this 


wickednefs; which is evident, from her depofing fome..of her, 
members, for no other reafon bnt becaufe they could not approve. 


of this pernicious icheme. Witnefs Mr. Giullefpie, miniiter. at, 


Carnick, who was depoted May i752 and againit all violent in- 


truders, who ‘not entering in by the door, can be regarded only as, 


thieves and robbers, Joba x. 1. 


Pi: Saath are ’ st 
Béfides the above inftances of that unholy, tyrannical, and. 
church-robbing policy, which has been exercifed by the fupreme 


civil powers in thefe nations with refereace to religion and the. 
worfhip of Gop, all of which exifted when the prefbytery 4: ft 
publithed their teftimony, there has, of Jate, a very fingelar in- 
ftance of the fame kind occurred, in the courle of adminiftra-. 


tion, which the prefbytery cannot forbear to take notice. \of 3. 
but muft embrace the pr fent opportunity to declare their fenfs of, 


and teftify againft and efpecially as it is one that carries.a More, 
ftriking evidence than any of the former, of our public national 
infidelity and licentioufnefs, and of cur being judicialy infatuated 
in our national councils, and given up of heaven to proceed from, 


évil to worfe, in the courfe of apoftafy from the caufe and princing 


. 


ples of the reformation. We particularly mean the inftance of a 
jate bill or 2, which has been agreed upon by both houfes of 
natliament, and which alfo, June 1774, was fanétioned with che 
royall aflent, entituled, 6 An aét) for making more effectual pros 
«‘ yifion for the government ofpthe province of Quebecan, scree 
«“ America.” By which aé, not only is French de‘potsim,. or. 
arbitraty power, fettled as the form of civil government, but, 
 - 


Pwhich is ftill worfe, Popery, the Religion of Antichri/t, with all its 
fidolatries and blafphemies, has fuch fecurity and eftablifhment _ 
fgranted it, as to be taken immediarely under the legal prote€tion of 
the fupreme civil authority of thefe nations in that vaft and ex- 
tenfive region of Canada, lately added to the Britith dominions 
in North America. A province fo large and fertile, that itis . 
{aid to be capable of containing, if fully peopled, not lefs than 
thirty millions of fouls. This infamous and injurious bill, before 
it pafled into/a law, was publicly reprobated and declaimed againft 
by fundry members of both houfes.~—It has been petitioned and 
remonftrated againft by the moft refpectable civil body corpo- 
rated in Britain, or its dominions, the city of. London ; by all 
the provinces of North America fouth of Quebec, and even by 
the. inhabitants of the city of Quebec itfelf. tt has been in 
the moft public manner, in open parliament, deciared to be, _—— 
** A moft cruel, oppreflive, and odious meafure —+<A child of 
** inordinate power,” .———All which are {ufficient indica-— 
tions haw {candalous, offenfive and obnoxious this act was. ‘Cheré 
was afterwards in the month of May.1775, a bill brought inte 
the houfe of lords, in order to effectuate the repeal of the a- 
forefaid difgraceful at, when, in the courfe of public debate it | 
was reprefented by thole few members of the houfe who ap- 
peared in the opoofition, as One of the moft deftructive, 
moft defpotic, moft nefarious. ats, that ever paffed the houfe of 
peers-—But all in vain, the repeal could not be eff: Ged. | 

_ And moreover, let it be further obferved here, that the bench 
ef bifhopsin the houfe of peers; who aflume the Antichriftian 
title of /piritual lords, and pretend to claim a feat in parliamient 
for the care of religion, during the whole eourfe of this con- 
teit , inftead of appearing for the Proteftant intereit, have; to 
their Jafting infamy, publicly. diftinguifhed themfelves in op- 
be to it, by+——'§. Stariding forth the avowed fupporters of 
1S BOD epy sy: “ . 

. Ths paitery therefore find themfelves in duty obliged, in 
theif judicative capacity, principally in. behalf of the rights and in- 
terefts of the great Gop, and of his Son Jesus Curist our 
REDEEMER,--—that is to fay, in behalf of the rights of truth, true 
teligion and. righteoufnefs among men, which he ever owns . 
as his, to add, as they hereby do, their public teftimony againft | 
this, nefandous national déed;: fo manifeftly injurious. to ail 
thefe.. ed Revie | 3 se a td 

» The prefbytery do not, as fome others, found theit teftimnoy 
againil this extravagant aCt eftablifhing Popery, &&'c, in Canada, 
folely or fimply on its injurioufnefs to the private imterefts of 
men; their bodily lives, goods, or outward privileges; not dé 
Ricy declare againft and condemn it merely becanfe thaf religion 
which is fanGiioned with this nagicnal decree and engagement for - 


* ' 


its. defence, is afanguinary one:———* Has deluged our ifland in 
“* blood, ‘and difperfed impiety, perfecution and murder, tc. 
** through the world.” (See an addrefs from the general con- 
grefs to the people. of Great Britain.) Thefe are all indeed 
inconteftable proofs, that it is not the religion of the divine Jesus, 
but of Antichrift. Neverthelefs, the fame have been known to 
be the ftaple and conftant fruits of Pretacy too, which, to the ex- 
tent of its reach and influence, has 2s much Chriftian biood 
wrapped up in its fkirts, as Popery, if not more——-Nor yet is it 
“merely on account that it is greatly injurious, as indeed it is, and 
a notorious breach of the'public faith to the Britifh Proteftant 
fettlers in that province. The prefbytery’s particular obje@tions 
againfi this extraordinary meafure are of a different quality.— 
They are briefly fuch as follow: phat 

1. The iniquity of it againft Gon. It is certainly a ceed 
highly provoking and difhonouring to the Gop of heaven. For, 
(1.) It 1s a giving that public prote€tion and countenance to a Jie, 
1. €. to idolatry and falfe worthip, (and to antichriftian idola- 
try, the worit of al! other,) which is only due tothe truth of 
Gop _ It is a devoting aud giving our national power to the pre- 
fervation of the life of the Romith beaft, after the deadly wound 
given it by the Reformation: —And therefore, (2.) A moft 
wretched proftitution’of the ordinance of civil power, facred by 
its divine inftitution, to be a terror and reftraint zo evil doers, and 
a praife to them that do well, Kom.. xiii, to the quite contrary 
purpoles. What right have open’ idolaters and blafphemers to 
be protected and fupported by any ordinance of Gop in the public 
acts of their idolatry? And how awful is it to think, (3-); diac 
icis a fetting ourfeives openly to fight-againit Gon, in a national 
chgagement to fupport and defend what Gop has declared and 
teftified to us in his word, he will have deftroyed; and wherein 
he exprefsly forbids giving the leaft countenance to idolatry. 
Aind fhall we thus harden ourfelves againil Gop and profper ? 
(4-) As this laft inftance of our profane national policy, is 2 
fill more open cifcovery of our incorrigiblene{s in our apaltafy, 
fo it is alfo the moft ftriking of all the former, of that Erafti- 
anifm and {piritual fupremacy exercifed by the civil powers in 
thefe lands over the church and kingdom ef Carist. Herein we 
have an open and avowed juftification of that antiferiptural right 
and power claimed by them, to fettle and eftablith whatever mode . 
of religion they pleaie, or is moft agreeable to the inclinations » 
wf the people, or which beft anfwers their worldly political pur.” 
pofes, althouch it fhould be the: religion of Satah in place of 
thatof Canis. This has been the great leading principle all » 
slong fince the Revolution, but never more openly wate. 
than in this inilance. Upeu all which it may appear, how finful 
anc provoking to the divine Majefty this a¢t.muft be. Riel pith 


2: The ‘fil and Joamefulnefs of it 238 to ourfelves. How cif- 
| ean ‘and difhonourable is this public act in favours of Popery, 
even to the nation itfelf, and its reprefentatives, who are the au- 
thorsof it. How palpably inconfiftent is it with our national cha- 
racter and profeflion as Proteftant, and with our national efia- 
blithments civil and ecclefiaftic (both which are profeffedly built 
upoa reformation from Popery) to come to take that idolatrous 
religion under our aational protection, and paagine defenders of 
the antichriftian faith ; hay, were it competent for the ‘preiby- 
tery as a fpiritual court, and fpiritual watchmen, to view ‘this act 
in acivil light, they might fhew at BA ah it it is a violation 
of the fundamental national ‘conflitutions of the kingdom, and. 
reaches a blow to the credit of the legal fecurity granted to the 
-Proteftaut religion at home. We need not here mention how 
contrary this adt is to the fandamental laws and conflitations of 
‘the kingdom of Scotland, which are now fet afide:—But it is 
contrary to, and a manifeft violation of the Revolution and Bri- 
-tith conititution itfelf; contrary tothe Claim of Right, yea, to 
the oath folemnly fworn by every Englifh and Brinth fovereiga 
upon their acceffion ta the throne, as fettled by an ‘act of the Eng- 
lith parliament in the firft year of William UL. By which they 
are obliged to * Profefs,—and to the utmoft of their power 
‘¢ maintain, in all their cominions, the laws of God, the true 
“ profeffion of the gofpel, and the, true reformed religion efta- 
“* blifhed by Jaw.” But thefe. things the Preibytery leave to fuch’ 
whom it may more properly concern. Let it, however, be ob- 
ferved, that the Prefbytery are not here to be interpreted as approv= 
ing of the above-faid oath, as it de fignedly obliges to the main~ 
tenance of the abjured Englifh hierarchy and Popith ceremonies, 
which might be better called 4 ivue reformed fie, than the true re- 
formed religion: Neverthelefs, this being the Britith coronation 
oath, it clearly determines, that all legal eftablifhmen‘s behove 
to be Proteftant, and that without a violation of faid oath, no o- 
ther religion can be taken under Profer Hon of law, but what is 
called Proseftant reli; gion only. ° 
The Prefbytery etnctide the whole of this additional remark 
ih obferving,—That as in the former inftances of the exercife of 
this Eraftian power above-mentioned, the prefent church of Scot- 
land never gave evidence of her fidelity to Crist, fo far as to 
teltify againit them; fo their aflembly has, in a like fupine, fenfe. 
lefs manner hnducted themfelves, with reference to this laft and 
-moft alarming inftance. Notwithftanding all that has been re- 
monitrated againftit, and in favour of the reformed. religion, 
they have remained mute and filent, the which indeed evidences 
them not to be truly deferving « of the charatter of Venerable and 
Reverend, which t they affume to Wemel ree, but ratherSthat of an 


ae 
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Affeciation ; or, in the words of the weeping prophet, dn affem- 
bly of treacherous men, Jer. ix. 2. "M | A 
‘Uhele are a few of the many inflances of the eraftian ufurpa- 
tions of the headthip of Curist, asa Son, in and over his 
own houfe, and of the church’s intrinfic power affumed by the 
fate, and confented to by this church fince the Revolution. And 
without condefcending upon any more, the prefbytery contludes 
this part, with obferving upon the whole, that when Henry VIL. 
of England did cait off the authority of the fee of Rome, and refof- 
ed to give that fubjection to the pope formerly paid by him and 
his predeccfiors, he did at the fame time, affame to himfeif all 
that power in his dominions, which che pope formerly claimed; and 
foon afterwards procured to Have himfeif acknowledged and declar- 
ed by act of parliament, to be head of the church—head over all 
perfons, and in ail caufcs, civil and ecclefiahic: And which anti- 
chriitian fupremacy has, ever fince, continued an effential part 
of the Angi/b confiitution, and inherent right of the crown; fo 
that ail the crowned heads there, have ever fince been as little 
Popes over that reaim, And that all fuch ftill appropriate unto 
themfel!ves, that blafphemous antichri(tian title of the head of the 
charch, and fupreme judge in all caufes, is undeniably evident 
from the known laws and canons of England. And further ap- 
pears from a declaration made byKing George 1 Fune 13th, 1 7155 
where he ftiles himfelt, Defender of the: faith and fupreme Gover- 
gor of the church in his dominions ; declaring, that before the clergy 
can order or fettle any differences about the external policy of the 
church, they muft firft obtain leaye under his broad feal fo to 
do. Which title.or authority for mén or angel, to aflume, is a 
downright dethroning and exaudctorating of Curist, the only 
and alone Head, and firpreme Governor of his church. From 
this {piritual antichriftian fupremacy, granted by Englifh laws to 
to the king of England, confirmed and eftablifhed, by virtue of 
the incorporating union in Briti/h kings, by acts ot Briti/b parlia- 
ment, do flow all the forementionéd a&ts impoied upon the revolu- 
tion church of Scotland) And as thefe acts and laws declare, that 
the Briti/o monarch confines not his fpiritual fupremacy to the 
church of England, but extends it alfo ‘over the church of Scof- 
land: So this revoiution church, having never either jucicially or 
practically lifted up the ftandard of a public, free and faithful tef- 
timony, againfi thefe finful ufurpations, flowing from the foun- 
tain of faid fupremacy, and clothed with the authority of an anti- 
chriftian parliament, where abjured bithops fit conftituent mem- 
bers, but, on the contrary, has fubmitted to. every one of them; 
therefore, this church may juftly be conftruéted, as approvers 
and maintainers of eraftian fupremacy: And hereby, indeed, the 
revolt of thefe degenerate lands from their {worn fubjection and 
ebedience to the Lorp Jesus Curist, as fupreme in his ow 
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houfe, is compleated, when they have thefe many years fubftituted 
another in his place, and framed fupemacy into.a {landing law, 
+ to be the rule, according to which their kings muft lord it over 
the noufe and heritage of the Living Gop. Again, | 
The prefbytery teftify againft the manifold, and almoft uninter- 
rupted oppofition to the antient glorious uniformity in religion 
b-twixt the nations, that has appeared in the adminiftration of both 
church and ftate, fince the laft Revolution. The revolution con- 
‘ftitution and fettlement of religion, as has been already obferved, 
laid our folemn covenants and work of reformation, {worn to 
therein, in a grave, and many ftones have fince been brought 
and caft upon them: Many ways and meafures have both church | 
aad {tate taken to make fure the revolution fepulchre of a cove- 
-- nanted work of reformation, and prevent if poffible its future re- 
 furreGtion: Againft ali which, the prefbytery judge themfelves 
bound to lift up their teftimony.. Particularly, , 
iff, Che prefbytery teftify againft the incorporating union of 
this nation with Zxgland; as being an union founded upon an 
open violation of ail the articles of the folemn league and cove- 
nant, ftill binding upon the nations; and confequently, deftruc- 
tive of that uniformity in religion once happily attained to by 
them: Which will at firft view appear, by comparing the articles 
_ of the union with thefe of the folemn league. All affociations 
and confederacies with the enemies of true religion and godlinefs 
_ are exprefs!y condemned in fcripture, and reprefented as dange- 
tous to the true J/rael of Gop; Ya viii. 12. Fer. in 28. Pfal. 
cvi. 35. Hofiv. 13. andvii. 8, 11.2 Cor. vi.’ 14, 15. And if 
fimple confederacies with malignants and enemies to the caufe of 
Curist are condemned, much more is an incorporation with 
them, which is an einbodying of two into cne, and, therefore, a 
firaiter conjunCtion. And taking the definition of malignants, 
given by the declaration of both kingdoms joined in arms, anno 
1643, to be juft, which fays, ‘© Such as would not take the co~ 
_  venant, were declared to be public enemies to their religion 
** and conntry, and that they are to be cenfured and punifhed, 
‘sas profefled adverfaries and malignants ;” it cannot be refufed, 
but that the prelatic party in England, now joined with, are 
fuch. Further, by this incorporating union, this nation is oblig- 
ed to fupport the idolatrous church of England; agreeable whereto 
the Scotti/b parliament, in their act of fecurity, relative to the 
_ treaty of union, declares, ‘* That the parliament of England may 
_ provide for the fecurity of the church of England, as they think. 
expedient.” Accordingly, the Engl./b parliament, before en- 
__. tering upon the treaty of union with Scotland, framed an a& for 
 fecuring the church of England her hierarchy and worfhip, as by 
~~ law eftablifhed. Which aét they declare, ** Shail be inferted, 
“in exprefs terms, in any act of parliament which fhall be made 
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“ for fettling and ratifying any treaty of union, and fhall be 
“* declared to be an effential fundamental part thereof.” Hence; 


the att of the Lngii/b pathiament for the union of the two king- 
coms, Contains the avove act for fecuring the church of Eng- 
land. Which a& being fent down to Scotland, ftands recorded 
among the acts of the Jatt Scctti/b parliament. Moreover, the 
fait article of faid union ‘contains, that all laws and flatues in 
either kingdoms, fo far as they are contrary to, or inconfiftent 


with the terms of thefe articles, or any of them, fhall, from and 


aiter the union, ceafe and become void; which, as in the a@ 
of exemphification, was declared to be, by thé parliament of both 
kingdoms. ‘Thus, this nation, by engrofling the Einglifh att, ef- 
tablifhing Prelacy, and all the fuperftitious ceremonies, in the act 
of the union parliament, and by annulling all a€ts contrary to the 
united fettlement, have fealed, as faras meh can do, the grave- 
Stones formerly laid upon the covenanted uniformity of the na- 
tions. ‘To all which the revolution church, by confenting, and 
practically approving this unhallowed union, have faid Amen; 
though at firft, fome of the members oppofed and preached a- 
gainft it, yet afterwards changed, and if fome hiftorians may be 
credited: by the influence of gold, wete {wayed to an approba- 
tion. This church’s confent to the union is evident, from their 
accepting of the act of fecurity enaéted by the Scots parliament, 
as the legal eftablifhment and fecurity of the church of Scotland ; 


and from the aflembly 1715, utterly reje€ting a propofal to make 


a reprefentation to the king, that’ the incorporating union was a 
grievance to the church of Scotland ; though it ought flill to be re- 


garded as fuch, by all the lovers of reformation principles, be~ 
ete * u 9 af e oy N 5 ns ae (3 
caufeitisa difclaiming of our fworn duty, to endeavour the refor- 


mation of England and Ireland. It is a confenting to the legal and 
unalterable eftablithment of abjured Prelacy in them, obliges the 
fovereigns of Great Britain to {wear to the prefervation of the pre- 
laticconftitution,and idolatrous cerernonies of the epifcopal church, 
and join.in cominunion therewith ; and therefore, for ever fecludes 
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all true Prefbyterians from the fupreme rule. This union eftabli- 


thes the civil lerdly power of bifhops, obliging the church of Scot- 
‘and to acknowledge them as their lawful magiftratesand minifters, 
to pray for bleffing upon them in the exercife of their civil power, 
and is therefore a folemn ratification of eraftianifm. It hath 


formerly refcinded, and for ever made void any a@, or acts in. 
favours of a covenanted uniformity in religion, that might be fup- 


pofed to be in force before this union: And therefore, while it | 


lands, it is impflible there can be a revival of that bleffed work, 
which was once the glory of the nations of Scotland, England and 
Ireland. re a eee er irre Bie. * 


adly, The prefbytery teftify againft the finful pradtice of im- 
pofing oaths upon the fubjedts, contradictory to prefbyterian 
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principles 3 in . general, and to the oath of the covenants in particu. 


lar; 28, the allegiance, and, particu larly, the abjuration: All 
which oaths, impofed by a Briti ifo parliament, exclude our cove- 
nanted uniformity, and homologate the united conftitution. But, 

to prevent miltakes, let it be here obferved, that the prefbytery do 
not teftify againft any of thele oaths, out of the remoteft regard 
to the fpurious pretended right of a popifh pretender to the throne 
and crown of thefe kingdoms: For they judge and declare, that 
by the word of Gon, and fundamental laws of the nations, he cam 
have no right, title or claim, to be king of thefe covenanted king- 
doms; feeing, by our covenants and laws, eftablithing the cove-~ 
nanted reformation, which are well founded on the divine law, 
all Papifis as well as prelatifts, are for ever excluded from the 
throne of thefe lands, and efpectally of this kingdom. So chat 
itis utterly inconfiftent with the principles maintained. by this 


- prefbytery, conftituted upon the footing of the covenanted church. 


of Scotland, and with the oath of Gop which they, with the na- 
tions, are under, ever to acknowledge and own the popiih pre- 
tender, or any of that curfed race, as their king : But they teltify a- 
_ gainft thefe oaths becaufe they bind to the ecknawledgment of the 
lawfulnefs of a prelatic eraftian conititution of civil government, 
and homologate the incorporating union: In one article whereof 
_itis declared, that thefe words, ‘© ‘This realm, and the crown of 
“ thisrcalm,” @c. mentioned in the oaths, fhall be under ritood of 
the crown and realm of Great Britain, @c. and that in that fenfe, 
the {aid oaths fhall be taken and fubferibed, and, particularly, the 
oath of abjuration : Which whofoever clan bees to maintain 
eraftian {upremacy, ‘Prelacy, and Ezglifh popith ceremonies; and 
fo, at leat, by native and neceflary confequence, the {wearing 
thereof is an abjuring of our facred covenants. But that which 
puts it beyond all difpate, that the oath of abjuration, im the. li- 


teral fenfe thereof, obliges to maintain the preiatic conftitution of 


England, both, in church and fiate, as by law. eftablifhed, 
and fecured by the union ad, is the exprefs words of that act of 
' parliament, by which this oath was impofed, and to which it ex- 
preisly refers, vize the act of further limitation, where is is faid, 
© On which faidaétsy (viz. of limitation, and further limitati- 
© on,) the prefervation of your Majeity’ s royal perfon and go- 
‘* vernment,. and the maintaining of the church of England, as 
ae by law eftablithed, do, under Gon,, entirely depend, To the 
« intent therefore, that thefe a&ts may be for ever inviolably pre- 
‘* ferved, it ishereby: enacted, that magiftrat: es—~and minifters— 
 fhall take the Bent pik oath,” namely of .abjur ation. ». Lhe. 2- 
bove act, then, declaring that faid oath was dire@tly intended for 
the fuppert and eftablithment of the prelatic church of England : 
it follows, that this oath isa folemn abiuration of the covenanted 
reformation, as it is alfo expredaly sia chs to prefbyterian prin- 
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ciples. But tho’ the above oath is fo manifeftly finful, yet the 
minifters of this church did neither faithfully warn others of the 
fin and danger thereof, nor faithfully oppofe it when impofed on 
themfelves; but agreeing that every one fhould act therein as he 
thought proper, they who refufed it may be reputed focit criminis 
with the generality, who, contrary to their profefled principles, 


did take and fubfcribe the fame, and that (as faysthe oath), hear-) — 


tily and willingly; whereby they-not only engaged to maintain a). 
prelatic government, Prelacy, with all its popifh ceremonies; 
but to maintain only a prejatic government, and to oppofe all o- 
thers, éven tho’ Prefbyterian, in their acceflion to the throne; and 
this, by virtue of the finful limitations and conditions wherewith 
the oath is clogged: And hereby, thefe nominal Prefbyterians 
difcover that they are not pofleffed of a zeal for the advancement 
of the true prefbyterian caufe and principles, proportionable. to 
that which the Engli/b difcover for their will-worfhip and fuper- 
{tition. i 

3dly, The prefbytery teftify againft a finful and, almoft bound- 
lefs toleration, granted anno 1712, a woful fruit of the union: 
By which toleration a€t, not only thofe of the epifcopal commu- 
nion in Scotland have the prote€tion of authority, but a wide coor 
is caft open, and ample pafs given to all feéts and, hereticks 
(popifh recufants and Antitrinitarians fome way excepted, who 
yet are numerous in the nation), to make whatever attacks they 
pleafe upon the kingdom and intereft of our glorious REDEEMER, 
in order to the advancement of our own, and the devil’s, and all. 
with impanity. The forefaid at warrants the epifcopal clergy 
publicly to adminifter all ordinances, and perform their own wor- 
{hip after their own manner, with all the popifh canons and. ce- 
remoniés thereof, and obliges all magifirates to protect and afflilt 
them, while it deftroys the hedge of church difcipline againft the 
{candalous and profane, and is therefore a fettling and eftablifhing 
of Prelacy in Scotland, giving it a fecurity, little, if any thing, 
«nferior to that which the eftablifhed church has. Again, by 2 
claufe in the toleration bill, the fecurity given by former laws (o- 
‘ prefbyterian church government and difcipline, is undermined 
and taken away, at leaft rendered inefe€tual, and made the fub- 
ject of ridicule to the openly profane, by the civil. magiftrate’s 
withdrawing his concurrence) inas much as it declares the. civil 
pain of excommunication to be taken away, and that none are to 
be compelled'to appear before church judicatories. ‘There is ac- 
thing in religion of an indifferent nature 5 46 For whofoever (faith 
« Curist), fhall break one of the leaft of thefe command-. 
‘+ ments, and fhall teach men fo, ‘hall be called leaft in the king- 
fe domof Heaven.” It moft then be the mofl daring wickec- 
nefs, and an affronting of the Majefty of Heaven imthe high-. 
eft manner, for anearthly monarch to pretend to enact a tolerati-: 
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on of religions, and thereby give a liberty where the divine law 
has laid a reftraint; it implies an exalting of himfelf, not only to»: 
be an equal with, but to a ftate of fuperiority above the Gov of 
giory. Whatever principles are of divine authority, require no 
toleration from man ; it is wickednefs to pretend to do it, feeing 
whatever comes under the necvflity of a toleration, properly fo 
called, falls at the fame time under the notion of a crime. And- 
no lefa wicked is it for a magiftrate to protect, by a promifcuous 
toleration, all heretics, herefies, and errors; yea, it is a manifeft 
breach of truft, and plain perverting the end of his office, fec- 
ing he is appointed to be cuflos et vindex utriufque tabule, mtruft- : 
ed with the concerns of Gop’s glory, as weli.as the interefts of © 
men Experience has in every age taught, that a toleration of 
ail religions, is the cut-throat and ruin of all true religion: It 1s 
the moft effeCtual method that ever the policy of hell hatched to 
banifh all true godiinefs out of the world; But however mani- 
fold the evils be that toleration is big with, this church, inftead 
of eppofing, feems to have complied therewith, and to be of tolera- 
tion principles; which is evideut, not only from their receiving 
into communion the: Scots curates, of which above; but from 
their joining incommunion with Mr. Whitefield, (an Engli/d cu- 
rate, and member of that church, and ringleader of the Metho= 
difts there) when he is in Scotland Again it is known, that 
when the Scots. gentlemen are fent ‘to attend the Br itifp parlia- 
ment, or are at any time in England, they do many ef them join 
in communion with the.prelatic church, nay, are guilty of taking 
the facramental teft, (that is, taking the facrament after their fu- 
-perftitious manner, to qualify them for any public poft :) Yet this 
church receives them into the clofeft communion, without requir- 
‘ing any fatisfaction for thefe evils; whereby they act contrary 
to Curisr’s example, in purging and keeping his houfe pure, 
and contrary to. the feripture, Rev: il. 14, 15,20. 
4thly Inlike manner the prefbytery teflify againft the tyran- 
ny that has frequently appeared in the adminifiration fince the 
Revolution, both in church and ftate. . The. civil powers, have 
diicovered not a little of tyrannical and arbitrary power in impot~ 
ing their laws, ftatutes and injunctions upon the church, as in 
the inflances of the particulars. formerly noticed. But further, 3 if 
has appeared in their fiaing and imprifoning perfons, becaufe 
(though endeavouring to live peaceably, as far as poflibley with ail 
men), they could not in conf{cience, and in a due regard to the 
covenanted caufe own the lawfuinefs of their authority, by {wear 
ing fidelity to the prefent conftitution. Again, j in \eir difpenfing 
with, and counter-acting the law of Gop in a variety of ins 
ftances.. ‘Uhus. while, without any divine warrant, the crime of 
theft is capitally punithed, yet the grofleft adutterers, whe are 
capitally- punithabte by: che. divine. law, pals with impunity ; And 
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| frequently reprieves; and fometimes pardons, (as ih the cafe of 


. 


Porteous) have been granted to murderers, exprefly contrary to 
the law of Gon; which declares, that ** Whofoever theddeth 
man’s blood, by man fhall his blood be fhed.” Another aftonifh- 
ing and full evidence’ of ‘the above charge, isin the aét repeal- 
ing the penal ftatutes again{t witches, €’c. 1735, where it. is 
enacted, *€ ‘That no profecution, fuit, or proceeding,’ fhall be 
‘© carriéd on againft any perfon or perfons for wicchcraft; forcery, 
** inchantment ‘er conjuration,” rc. - This at in ‘plain terms 
flatly contradi€ts and oppofes the law of Gop in the very letter 
thereof; fee Levit. xx. 6, 27. Deut xviii: yo, 11, 12. Exod: xxii. 


~.18. Not only has the ftate in thefe and in other inftances, (as 
. y 


the impofing almoft intclerable taxations upon the impoverifhed 
fubjects, for fupporting the grandeur of ufelefs and wicked pen- 
fionets, and for carrying on wars often, not only finfuly in refpect 
of their rife and caufes, but in their nature and tendency unprofit- 
able to the nations), been guilty of this evil, bur alfo the revolu- 
tion church hath exercifed a moft tyrannical government. As 
many of the conftituent: members of the revolution church had 
fhown a perfecuting tyrannizing fpirit, againft the faithful con- 
tenders for the truth, in the matter of the public refolution ; fo 
the fame fpirit has ftill continued. fince the Revolution, and fre- 
quently exerted itfelf in a moft arbitrary manner, againft all who 
have made any appearance fora. covenanted work of reforma- 
tion. Accordingly, foon after thé Revolution, this church raifed 
fome procefles againft Mr. John Hepburn minifter at Orr, under 
pretence,of fome irregularities, but in reality, for his making 
fome appearance againft their abounding defeétion,‘and for a cove- 
nanted work of reformation, and continued their ptofecution to 


fufpenfion and depofition ; and further, applied to the ‘civil magi- 


firate to apprehend faid Mr. Hepburn, who accordingly ‘was ‘im: 
prifoned in Edinburgh, and then, becaufe of his preaching*to peo- 
ple out of a window, was carried to Stirling caftle, and kept 
clofe prifoner there for a confiderable time, as a book, entitled 
Humble pleadings, fu'ly difcovers.' They likewife exercifed their 
tyranny againit Mefirs. Gilchriff in Dunfcore, and Taylor in Wam- 
phray, whom they profecuted, not only to depofition, but even 
excommunication, for no reafon, but their bearing teftimony a- 
gainft that enfnaring oath of abjuration, and a numberof other 
defections. Again, this church, ftill fond of fuprefling the good 
cid caute and owners thereof, framed and profecuted a libel, moft 


- unjuftly, (fome even of themfelves being judges) againft Mr. John 


Macmillan minutter in Balmaghie, for prefenting, in a regular man- 


“mer, a paper of ‘real and acknowledged grievances; and, becaufe 


he would not refile from it, but continued to plead for a redrefs 
was at lait depofed: As alfo Mr. John Macneil preacher, for the 
fame reafon, had his licence taken from him: And, by the au: 
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thority of the aflembly, both of them were profecuted andcen- 
fured, not for fcandal, infufficiency, or negligence, error in doc- 
trine, dc. But only on account of their pleading for the covenanted 
reformation of the church of Scot/and, and maintaining a neceflary 
teftimony againft the prevailing corruptions and defections of 
former and prefent times, as appears from their paper of grievances 
and joint declinature, printed 3708. Nay, fuch was their mad 
zeal againft reformation principies, that by the 4c 15th of 4fem, 
the commiflion was not only impowered to cenfure all the tore- 
mentioned perfons, but alfo enjoined to apply the civil magilirate 
for fapprefling and punithing them; and accordingly fundry of 
them were proclaimed rebeis over public market crofles, .only for 
their. coutinued adherence to reformation: And befides other in- 
ftances, their magifterial and lordly power exercifed over the flock 
of Curist, inthe viclent intrufion of minifters in vacant churches 
over the: belly of the people, and then excommunicating from 
fealing ordinances fuch as cannat in confcience fubmit to the mi- 
niftry of thefe intruders, is a moft glaring one; while at the fame 
time fevere cenfures are inflicted upon fuch minifters as, have the 
honefty to oppofe thefe antichriftian meafures. . Loud complaints 
have likewife been made againft their arbitrary and tyrannical 
conduct, with reference. to Mr. Ebenezer Erfkine, and others with 
him, defigned by the name of. the //fociate Preftytery, becaufe 
of their remoaftrating againft end endeavouring to rectify fome of 
the forementioned evils.in the church: ‘The juftnefs of which 
grievances and complaints may be infiructed from their own writ- 
ings on that head.. | : ie 
Tt muft not be here omitted to.remark, that as this church is 
juilly charged with tyranny in government, fo fhe is equally guil- 
ty of partiality zn difcipline... Though all that difcover any mea- 
{ure of faithfulnefs in the concerns of Cunist’s glory, are fure 
to meet with mot fevere treatment, yet the loofe, profane and 
erroneous, haye feldom any church cenfures put in execution ar 
gainft them. »This church never made any fuitable inguiry into 
the finful compliances, and fad defections of ‘her members and 
office-bearers, during the perfecuting period ; and that unfaithtul- 
nefs in the exercife of church difcipline is flill copied after.. How 
few guilty of the moft grofs fcandals are. cenfured, fuch as no- 
torious drunkennefs, blafphemy, curfing, fwearing, fabbath-break- 
ing, uncleannefs, efpecially among. the rich, who are capable to 
give pecuniary mu!<cts to free them fromchurch cenfures >? (Thus, 
in conformity to the prelatic and antichriftian example, fetting to” 
fale the cenfures ofthe church, and difpenfing with the laws of 
Curisr for money.) Nay, not only are fuch’ overlooked, but 
many guilty of thefe grofs fins, together with opprefkon, neglec- 
ters of family worfhip, and the grofsly ignorant, are, without ~ 
any public acknowledgement of thefe fins, admitted to the higheft 
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and molt folemn ordinances, viz. both fa¢raments. And this may” 
be thought the lefs flrange, when perfons chargeable with moft of 
thefe fins, are admitted, and continued to be office-bearers in the 
houfe of Gop. Perfons, and even teachers, maintaining moft © 
dreadful blafphemous errors, connived at, patronifed, or but flight- 
Jy cenfured, and ftill kept in communion, without any open re-— 
nunciation of thefe herefics: Play-houfes, the f{eminaries of-vice 
and impiety, erected in the principal cities of the nation, and ftage- 
players, commonly amongft the moft abandoned of mankind, e- 
{cape with impunity: Yea, this pagan entertainment of the flage 
is countenanced by the members and office-bearers of this church, — 
and that to fuch a degree, that one of the minifters thereof has 
commenced author of a moft profane play, called The tragedy of — 
Douglas, wherein immorality is promoted, and what is facred exe 
poled to ridicule: Ob! how aftonifhing! that a minifterin the | 
once famous church of Scotland fhould be'guilty of fuch abomina- 
tions, and yet not immediately fentenced to bear the higheft of all 
church cenfure ! | Fit SM sae a 
sthly, Lhe preibytery teftify againft this eftablifhed church, for 
unfaithfulnefs of do€trine; the which will appear by a fewin-— 
ftances: Although before the Revolution, the Lorp JEesus” 
Curist was openly, as far as human laws could do, divefted of | 
his headfhip and fovereignty in and over his church: Although | 
the divine right of presbytery had been publicly and nationally ex-_ 
ploded, derided and denied; yet this church has never, by any 
formal aét, declared that our Lorn Jesus Curis? is fole king, © 
the alone fupreme head of his church; nor yet in the fame man- 
ner declared, that the prefbyterian form of church government is 
of divine right, and condemned all other forms, as contrary to 
the word. Suchateftimony was the more neceflary, when the 
civil powers have arrogated Curist’s power to themfelves, and 
continue to exercife it over his church; and the want of itis an e- 
-vidence of the church’s unfoundnefs in the doctrine of government, 
and of Curtis's kingly office ‘his church’s errorin doctrine, 
“further appears from their condemnation of a book, entitled T he| 
marrow of modern divinity, as containing grofs antinomian errors, 
whereby they condemned many great gofpel truths as errors, bark 
ticularly, that believers are altogether fet free from the law, asa 
covenant of works, both from its commanding and condemning, 
power, together with others; whereby they have made way fory. 
and encouraged that legal, moral way of haranguing, exclufive 
of CuRisr, and his moft perfe&t righteoufnefs, (which is fo 
common and frequent in all corners of the land,) and opened a 
door for introducing Baxterian principles, which, in confequence 
Hereof, have fince very much prevailed. - Another. evidence of 
_this church’s unfoundnefs and unfaithfuinefs in dodtrine, is their 
“exceffive finful lenity towards the moft grofs heretics: Notwith- 
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‘ Rtanding Arminian and Pelagian herefies, and Arian blafphemies 
have been publicly taught;. and although true godlinefs, and the 
 effe€tual working of the Spirit on the fouls of men havebeen pub- 


licly expofed as. enthufiafm, and many other damnable herefes 
vented ; yet this church has never lifted up the faithful flandard 
of a judicial teftimony, in condemnation of thefe herefies, and 
vindication of the precious truths. of Curist thereby impugned. 
And when, minifters and members of this church have been pro- 
ceffed before her.aflemblies, and convicted of maintaining many 
-grofs errors, no adequate cenifure hasbeen inflicted, This particu= 
Jarly appears in the cafe of Mr. Szmp/on, profeflor of divinity in the 
college of Gla/gow, when. proceiled before the judicatories of this 


church, in the years.1715 and 17746, for feveral grofs errors; {uch 


as, “That regard.to our.own happinefs, in the enjoyment of Gop, 


» © ought to be our chief motive in ferving him, and that our glori- 


«* fying of Gon is fubordinate to it :,'Vhat 4dam was not our fe~ 
86 derail head ;” and other Arminian, Socinian and Pelagtan here- 
fies, all to be Tounds in his anfwers to Mr. Webfter’s libel given in 
againit him, and clearly proven : Yet was he difmifled with a very 
gentle admonition... ‘The which finful lenity encouraged him, not 


only to perfitt in the fame errors, but alfo to the venting of Arian 


baralies among his ftudents. 


~ Accordingly, he was arraigned again before the affembly’s bar 


 4the years 1727-28-29, when it was found clearly proven, that 


he had denied the necefflary exiftence of our Lorp Jesus 


_€upist, and the numerical Onenefs of the [hree Perfons of 


the Trinity in. fubftance and effence, with other damnable tenete. 
‘Yet when thefe articles, whereby he had attempted to depofe the 
Son of Gop from his fupreme deity, were proven, and when (as 


~-one of the members of this church, in. his protett againit the af 
_fembly’s fentence, faid,) the Son of Gop was, as it were, ap- 
» pearing at the bar of that aflembly, craving juftice againft one 


-who had derogated from his eficntial clory, and blafphemed his 
‘name, at which every knee fhould bow: Yet fuch was the cor-. 
‘ruption and unfaithfulnefs of this church, that the blafphemer 


was difmifled without any adequate cenfure pafled upon him, and 


Rill continued in the character of a. minifter and See ga of this ° 


» church..« 


Again, when Mr. Campbell, yin of church hiftory at 


Ste Andrews, was procefied. before the judicatories of thischurch, 
. for maintaining a {cheme of dangerous and molt pernicious prin- 
ciples, which he. publifhed to the world, having a manifeft ten- 


dency to fubvert revealed religion, and expofe the exercife of {e- 


» Tious godlinefs, under the notion of enthufiafm; to advance felf- 


love, as the leading principle and. motive ideal human a€tions 
whatever ; and to deftroy the felf-fufliciency of Gop, making 
him a debtor to hiscreatures: Yet though thefe, with a number 
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of Gon-difhoncuring, creature-exalting, and foul-ruining errors, 
were notorious from his books, and were defended by him; the 
heretic, inftead of being duly. cenfured, was countenanced and 
carefiled: Whereby this church has given a moft deep wound to 
fome of the moft important truths of the Chriftian religion, and 
becomes chargeable with the guilt of all the errors maintained by 
that erroneous profeffor. Pee lng 
A third inflance of this church’s unfaithfulnefs, appears im 
the cafe of Mr. Glas, and others, who openly vented, by preach~ 
ing and printing independent fchemes of church government, with 
fome new improvements ; attacked our confeffion of faith and co- 
venants, unbinging all order and government inthe church, pull- 
ed up the hedge of difcipline, to. introduce all errors in dedtriney 
and corruption in worfhip ; and, at laft, openly renounced pre{by- 
tery, name and thing, (denying, thatthere is any warrant for nation~ 
al churches under the New. Teftament,) and afferted, that our 
martyrs, who tuffered for adhering to the covenanted reformation, 
were fo far in a delufion, with many other feCtarian tenets: For 
which, the church at firlt fufpended, and then depofed fome of 
them. But afterwards, as if this church repented of doing » fo 
much in favours of prefbytery, they were reponed, to the great. 
danger of the church: For having difcovered no remorfe for their 
errors, they immediately employed all their parts to fhake prefby-. 
tery, by fetting up independent churches and ordaining {evera} 
mechanics to be their mininfters ; and nothing done by the church 
for putting a flop to thefe errors, and for reviving and vindicating. 


? 


the precious truths they had impugned. 1 RR Niece step 

Likewife, when Mr. Wi/bart was ftaged for error vented by. 
him in fome of his fermons, with refpeét to the influence of ar-: 
guments taken from the awe of future rewards and punifhments, 
and other erroneous notions; he was difmiffed without any re~ 
nunciation of his heterodox,principles, and affoilzied by the jus 
dicatories of this church :. And, as eafy abfolutions encourage er- 
ror, fo no feoner was he affoilzied, but. he had the afluratice to’ 
recommend erroneous books fuch as. DoQtor Whitchect's fermong 
tohis fludents. It is indeed no {mall evidence of the un- 
foundnefs of this church. when the heads.of colleges are fuffered, 
with impunity, to recommend fuch books for iudents and proba~ 


tioners to form upon. Laat Aon 
Again, when profeflor Leechman was quarrelled for his. 
deiftical fermon on prayer, by the prefbytery of Gla/gow, and: 
afterwards. carried before the aflembly; yet although, in all his: 
fermons, he prefents Gop as the objeét of prayer, merely as: 
our CREATOR, without any relation to CurisT, as MEDIATOR 3. 
but recommends to his hearers, as the only acceptable difpofition: 
of mind, an affured confidence in the goodnefs and mercy of their. 
-Crraror: Not only has that Chriftlefs fermon been very much 
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extolled, but the author difmiffed from the-affembly’s bar in fuch 
‘a manner, as if thereby he had merited their applaufe. From all 
which it fufficiently appears, that this church is unfound and un- 
faithful, in point of doctrine; efpecially, ifit is confidered, that 
fhe hath been frequently addreffed by reperfentations, declaring 
the necefliry of an affertory a, aflirming and afcertaining the. 
precious truths injured and impugned, and that publicly, by the 
above mentioned errors; and that a folemn warning fhould be 
emitted, difcovering the evil and danger of them; Yet that ne« 
ceflary duty hag ftill been contemned and difregarded. 

‘The great truths of Gop, have, tor many years, lien wounded 
and bleeding in our ftreets, trampled upon by their open daring 
enemies; while this church has entirely forgot and flighted the 
divine command, to contend earneftly for the faith once deliver- 
ed to the faints. And though the Wefminfter Confefhon of 
Faith continues to be fubfcribed by intrants into the miniftry, (the 
covenants owned by the reformed church of Scotlind, as a part 
of her confeflion, being abftracted from the confeflion of this pre- 
fent church,) yet, how little of that fyftem and order of doCtrine 
is now taught ? the generality having juft as much of CuRist, 
and the dotrines of his crofs, in moit of their difcourfes, as is 
to bei found» in the writings of Plate, Epiétetus and Seneca, and 
the.reft of the Pagan moralifts.. So that this church appears or- 
thodox, in little’(or no) other fenfe, than the church of England | 
39 fo, viz. by fubfcribing the 39 articles, which are Calvini/lical 
in the do€trinal.parts; while yet the Arminian fyftem of doc- 
trine is generally received and taught by her clergy. Add to 
what is above, that this church maintains no fuitab!e teftimony 
againft fins of al! forts, in perfons of all ftations; neither does fhe 
-emitfaithful warnings anent the {nares and dangers of the nation, 
nor full and free declarations of prefent duty, as church judica- 
tories, like faithful watchmen, did in former times But fuch 
faithfulnefs in Gon’s matters is not now, alas! to be expected; 
feeing this church hath made a formal concert, or mutual! pation, 
binding up one another from preaching againft, and applying 
their doctrines to the fins, corruptions and {candals of the times : 
See Ais of Afem. 16th, 17, anno 1712, AG Oth, 1713, 44 8th, 1714, 
— A oth, 1715. Che prefbytery cannot alfo here omit obferving, and 
that with deep regret, that although the moft damnabie principles, 
which have a dire€&t tendency to deny the being of a Gon, and fo 
to propagate opinionative atheifm, to fubvert all religion, to ex- 
tol the power of corrupt nature, and exalt Popery, as the bef form 
of religion, to deny the fubjeCtion of the world to the providence 
of Gon, to deftroy all diftinétion betwixt virtue and vice, and 
confequently aflirm, that there is no moral evil in the world, and 
to ridicule Chriftianity as deftitute of divine authority, have been 
lately vented by David Hume, Efq; and another -defigned by the 
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name of Sopho: Yet this church hath paffed no fuitablecenfure 
upon the authors of thefe impious and blafphemous principles, | 
though they juftly deferve the very higheft: Nor have they done 
any thing to teftify their diflike, or put an effectual ftop to the 
fpreading of thefe abominable tenets. - Phe prefbytery therefore, 
as they declare their abhorrence of thefe, and the other errors for- 
merly mentioned, fo teftify againft the church’s notorious un= 
faithfulnefs, in fuffering thefe wretches to pafs with impunity 5 
and as being, on all thefe accounts noticed, unfound and corrupt, 
in the matter of do€trine, €&’- It may alfo be here remarked, as 
an undoubted evidence of the corruptnefs of the fate, that altho’ 
there are civil laws prefently in being, which declare the maintain- 
ing of antitrinitarian, atheiftical. principles, to be not only cri- 
minal, but capital ; yet the civil powers in the nation have not fe 
much regard to Gop. andthe Son of Gop, as to punith treafon 
openly acted againft them. EA 

6thly, Che prefbytery teflify againft both church and ftate, for 
their finful affociasions with malignants: As declared enemies to 
the covenanted intéreft have ingroffed the civil power wholly into 
their hands, fince the public refofutions, that a door was opened 
for their admiffion; fo fuch is the nature of the laws prefently 
extant and in force, that one cannot be admitted to. any office, 
civil or military, but by fwearing away ali friencfhip to a cove- 
nanted reformation. And moreover, al! along fince the late Re- 
volution, the nations have been the moft earneft iu purfuing after 
friendfhip with the grofleft idolaters ; and, in’ exprefs contradic- 
tion to the word of Gop, have confederated in the clofeft alliance © 
with Gon’s declared enemies abroad; nay, have. exhanited their 
{trength and fubftance, in maintaining the quarrel of -fuch as 
have been remarkable for their hatred at, and perfecution of the 
proteftant intereft. The revolution church hath alfo faid.a con- — 
federacy with fuch as have, on all occafions, fhewed a rooted en- 
mity and hatred at reformation principles: Which appears from 
their admitting fuch (as noticed above,) to be ofkce-bearers in the. 
church: From their obferving fafts, and praying for fuccefs to the 
allied armies, though almoft whojly compofed of fuch, and many . 
of them oftentimes grofs pepith idolaters: From their going in 
with, and approving of the finful incorporating union with Eng- 
land: From their acknowledging the civil power of churchmen 
as lawful: From their joining in religious communion with Mr. — 
Whitefield; and in many other inftances. | be ae te de 

Not to iufift further in enumerating particulars, the prefbytery 
fivally teRtify againft church and flate, for their negligence to — 
fupprefa impiety, vice, and fuperftitious obfervance of holy days, — 
éxc. ‘he civil powers, herein acting directly contrary to the - 
nature, and preverting the very ends of the magiftrate’s' office, — 
which is to be cuffos et vindex utrinfque tabule ; the minifter of — 
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Gon, 2 revenger, to execute wrath on him that doth evil. Tranf- | 
greflors of the firit table of the law may now fin openly with im-_ 


punity; and, while the religious obfervation of the fabbath is 


not regarded, the fuperftitious obfervation of holy-days, even in 
Scotland, is fo much authorifed, that on fome of them the molt 
confiderable courts of juftice are difcharged to fit. Stage-plays, 
mafquerades, balls, allemblies, and promi‘cuous dancings, ihe 
very nurferies of impiety and wickednefs, are not only tolerated, 
but even countenanced by law. And as thefe, with other evils, 
are permitted bythe civil powers ; fo this church feems to have 
loft all zeal againit fin. No fuitable endeavours are ufed to pre- 
vent the growth of atheifm, idolatry and fuperftition: And tho’ 
Prelacy, as wellas Popery, is growing apace in the lands, and or- 


-gans publicly ufed in that fuperftitious worfhip; yet no teftimony 


is given againft them, but new modes introduced into the worfhip 


of God, for. catnal ends, as a gradual acvance toward that fuper- 
{tition : Yea, fo unconcerned about fupprefling vice and extrave- 
gant vanity, oc. that not only are the forementioned nurferies of 
fin frequented by minifterg children, but minifters themfelves have 
countenanced them by their prefence, to the great {candal of their 
cflice, and manifeft encouragement of thefe feminaries of im- 
morality. And notwithflanding that by the late proclamation, 
the penal Jaws againft vice and profanity feem to be revived, | 


(which is in itfelf fo far good,) yet this cannot fuperfede or re- 


move the grounds of the prefbytery’s teftimony againft church 
and ftate complexly, on the above account, or evem againit the 
thing itfelf, in the manner thatitis gone about. For befides that, 
notwithf{tanding of all former endeavours of this kind, fince the 
overthrow of ourfcriptural and covenanted reformation, immo- 
rality and wickednefs have ftill increafed and overflowed all thefe 
banks; partly, becaufe, after all their pretenceds the laws were 
not vigorouily put in execution, (and as good, no law nor penal- 
ty, as no execution,) and partly, becaufe thefe law-makers, be- 
ing alfo themfelves the law-breakers, have entrufted the execu- 
tion to fuch as are generally ringleaders in a variety of grofs im- 
moralities ; it is not likely, that ever Gop will countenance and 
blefs fuch attempts, whereby (contrary to fcripture and all good 
order,) the ecclefiaftical power is fubjected to the civil, and mini- 
fters made the bare infpecters of men’s manners, and informers 
to inferior judges, without having it in their power to oblige 
fuch tranfgreffors (if obftinate) to compear before church judice- 
tories, and conform and fubmit to the law of Curist’s houfe. 
Nay, fo far will Gov be from approving fuch eraftian methods 
of reformation, that he will certainly vifit for this, among all our 
other iniquities, and in his own due time make a breach upon us, 
becaufe.we fought him not in che order. Wherefore, and for all 
thefe grounds, the piefbytery ay againft both church and flate, 
ge a | 
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as in their conftitutions eraftian and antifcriptural, including the 
{ub{titution and acknowledgement of another head and governor 
over the church than Curist, as may be fufficiently evident 
from the proofs above adduced.—And particularly, becaufe the 
Britifh united conftitution is fuch as involves the whole land, and. 
all ranks therein, in the dreadful guilt of idolatry, communicat- 
ing with idolaters, apoftacy, perjury, &'c*. They declare they. 
can have no communion therewith ; but that it is fuch an affocia= — 
tion as that Gon’s call to his people, concerning it, is, * Come | 
‘* out from among them. Be ye feparate, and touch not the un- | 


| 


** clean thing, and I will receive'you, faiththe Lorp.” _ A 
SUPP hE Men Nop 


: 
ay | me | 
PART SECOND. 


Ea as much as a good number of people in the north of — 
Ireland have acceded, and fubmitted themfelves to the | 
prefbytery, and one of their number is fixed among them as” 
their proper paftor, the prefbytery intended to have fubjoined 
Tomething by way of appendix to the above Teftimeny, with 
relation to the ftate of religion in that kingdom, efpecially 
with regard to the fettlement of the Prefbyterian religion there. 
But as diocefan Epifcopacy is the religion there eftablifhed 
by law, againft which the prefbytery has. declared and teftified, 
(as above) as ‘an antifcriptural, anticovenanted, and merely a 
human and political fettlement, (whether confidered abftractly, 
or. complexly with that in the kingdom of Scotland,) there 
needs nothing ‘be farther faid anent it: And as thofe called — 
Preibycerians in \reland, are equally enemies to the true cove- 
nanted Prefbyterian caufe with thofe of the revolution church — 
of Scutland, fo the above teftimony equally ftrikes againft them © 
with the other. There feems, however, to be this confiderable | 
difference betwixt the Prefbyterians in Scotland and Ireland, viz. ° 
That altho’ the fettlement is the fame as to the matter of it, | 
yet fo it is not as to the form or manner of it; the Prefbyterians 4 
in Ireland neither having, nor claiming, any other fecutity or | 
foundation for their different mode of religious worthip than 
the royal indulgence, or toleration act. And therefore, as 
the prefbytery did and do teflify againft toleration, and 
toleration principles, difclaiming fuch an antifcriptural fhel- 
ter; they therein, of confequence, bear. witnefs and tefti- — 
mony againft all fuch as do in thefe lands (where Gop has — 
‘given his people a claim of another kind, profeficdly dwell — 
; ae .* See pages 9435, preceding. Ra | ih: | 
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under fuch a fhadow. But befides, the prefbytery view them 
(complexly confidered,) as unworthy of their regard or notice 
in thefe papers, as to engaging in any particular or explicit 
teftimony againft them, in as much as they have denuded them- 
felves of almoft any pretence to the Prefbyterian name, by not only 
difclaiming and oppofing the true Prefbyterian caufe, but having 
alfo fallen from the belief and profeflion of the mot important and 
fundamental truths of Chriftianity ; thereby plainiy difcovering 
themfelves to be creatures of quite another {pecies and 
{pirit, than the minifters of Jesus Curist, and friends to the 
biefled fpiritual Bridegroom; defervmg rather to be termed 
a fynagogue of Libertines, a club of Sccintans, Arians, Pelagians, 
fs’c. banded together againft Curist, and the doftrines of his 
crofs, than a fynod of the minifters of the gofpel: Therefore, 
as the prefbytery teftify and remonftrate againft them, their 
toleration, or indulgence footing, on which they profefledly 
ftand, together with their poifonable jumble and medley of 
errors, commonly called New-light, adopted, and with the 
greateft warmth and diligence fpread and propagated by moft 
of them, and connived at and tolerated by the refi, and all! 
their books or prints wrote by them, or others of the like 
{pirit with them, in defence of thefe dangerous and damnabie 
tenets; fo they do hereby judicially warn and exhort all the 
people under their infpe€lion there, to beware of fuch men, 
and fuch books, however they may varnifh over the doctrines 
they bring, with fine words, fair {fpeeches and pretences, in 
order to deceive the hearts of the fimple+ And this, as they 
would not incur the difpleafure of a holy and jealous Gop, 
and have their fouls defiled and deftroyed by thefe errors. On 
the contrary, to endeavour to have their minds and underfiand- 
ings enlightened with the knowledge of the truths of CanistT, 
and myfteries of his gofpel, and their hearts warmed with the 
love of them; fo that being through grace eftablifhed in the 
belief of the truth, they may not ‘be as children toffed to 
*s and fro, and carried about with every wind of dodtrine, by 
** the fleight of men, and cunning craftinefs, whereby they lie 
‘in wait to deceive,” ps. iv. 14, 1¢. ‘But fpeaking the 
*« truth in love, may grow up in all things unto him, who is 
*‘ the Head, even Curist ;” and firiving to refrain and keep 
themfelves from every wicked, offenfive, and backfliding courfe, 
and to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly, blamelefs and harm- 
lefs as the fons of Gon, without rebuke, adorning the gofpel of 
CHRIsT with a converfation becoming the fame; fo fhall they 
thereby glorify Gop, and tranfmit a faithful teftimony for the 
defpifed truths of Crist to pofterity, that fo there may be a 
feed to do fervice unto him in thefe lands, and make his name 
to be remembered through all generations. | . 


PA SR pis. 3A | 
The principles of fome parties, who have made the moft Species 


appearances for the Reformation, confidered. ~ Particular grounds 
Gf teflimony again} that body of miniflers and people known by the 
name Of the Secefion, wherein their partiahty and unfuithfunefs 
tn their profeffisn of the covenanted tefimony of the church of 
Scotland is difcovered in varicus inflances.— their loofe and int 
moral diétrine about cri factety and government ; --their corruption 
in worflip, finful termzs of corazrunion, & ce ec. 


YENUE prefbytery having in the preceding pages exhibited 
their teitimony again{t both church and ftate, as no N 
eliabsfhed in thefe ifles of the fea, and therein difcovered the 
reafons, why they are obliged to difapprove of both, proceed, 
next, to take notice .of fome of the parties that have made the 
moft {pecious appearances for reformation in this land fince 
the Revolution, of which that party commonly known by Md 
name of the Secefion, are not the leaft remarkable. *1is va 
pity, and it is with grief and lamentation, that the prefbytery 
find themfelves, in point of duty, obliged to lift up a teftimony 
againft the forementioned party ; confidering, that they on 
made a. profefled appearance under a judicial baaner difptayed 
for truth, and a covenanted work of reformation, and have, im 
reality, fhewed much zeal in oppofing a variety of errors in 
doctrine, corruption in difcipline and government, moit prevalent 
in the national church of Scotland; have contributed to vindicate 
fome of the moft important truths and doétrines of the Chriftian 
faith, that have been openly impugned in this day of blafphemy, 
and may have been inflrumental of turning many to righteoul 
neis, and reviving the exercife “of practical godlinefs amon 
not afew: But as Pau! withliood Peter to the face, and teflihe 
againit his difimulation, tho’ both of them apoitles of our cont 
mon Lorp and Saviour; fo it fill remains duty to teltify 
againft the molt god:y, and fuch as may have been very ufeful 
to the church in many refpe€is, in’ fo far as they have ne 
thewed themfelves carne? contenders for the faith once delivered 
tie faints, but have dealt treachsroufly with Gop in the concern 
of his glory.—It is therefore with juft regret they proceed 1 
_ oblerve, that they are obliged to tellity againft this party defigned 
firft, by the title of Phe affociate prefoytery, (and then that ¢ 
(The affsciaie fynod;)—and ‘that parucularly, tor their error i 
doctrine, ticachery in covenant, partiality and tyranny in difci 
_ dine and government. It may at firft icem lirange, to fee | 
charge of error advanced againit tuofe who made the countenance 
ing of error ia the judicatories cf the eftablifhed’ church, om 
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principal ground of their feceffion therefrom. But by taking 
2 narrower view of the principles and doctrines which they 
have roundly and plainly affected, and endeavoured to juftify 
in their printed pamphlets aneut civil goveinment, the reception 
and belief of which tury zealoully incuicate upon their followers, 
it will appear, that their {cheme is fo far from tending to promote 
the declarative glory of Gop, and the real good of human and 
religious fociety, or the church of Gop, which are the very 
ends of the divine ordinance of magiftracy, that it is het only | 
unferiptural, but autifcriptural, contrary to the common fentie 
ments of mankind, and introdutive of anarchy and. confufion 
in every nation, fhould it be thoroughly adopted, and theretore 
ought to be teftified againft. The fom of their principles anent 
civil magiftracy may be colletted from thefe few paflages, to be 
found ia a print entitled, Anfwers by the affactate profbytery to 
veafons of diffent. &c Page 7o  ** Vhis divine law not only 
s* endows wen in their prefent ftate with a natural inclination 
* to civil fociety and government, bat it prefents unto them 
“an indifpenfible necefhity of erecting the fame into fome 
$+ form, as 2 moral duty, the obligation and benefit whereof, 
~~ no wickednefs in them can lofe or forfeit.”.——Page 74. 
«© Whatever magiftrates any civil {late acknowledged, were to 
6‘ be fubjected to throughout the fame. Page 50. Such a mea- 


8 fure of thefe qualifications, (viz fcripturai) and duties can- 


_ & not be required for the being of the lawful magiftrate’s office, 
_ & either as effential to it, or a condition of itfime qua non: ft, it 
- $© cannot be required as effential thereunto; for then it would 
 & be the fame thing with magittracy, which is grofsly ablurd, 
“ and big with abfurdities, In the weat place, it cannot bea 

‘* condition of it fize gua non, ory without which one is not 
_ & yeally a magiftrate, however far duftained as fuch by civil 
 & fociety ; for then no,perion could be a magiltrate, unleis he 
were fo faultlefly. The due meafure and performance of 
‘¢ f{cxipture qualifications and duties belong not to the beiig 
«¢ and validity of the magiftrate’s office, bui to the weii-veing 
«‘ and ufefulnefs thereof. £. 87. Lhe precepts already ex- 
*¢ plained, are a rule of duty towards any who aic, and while 
« they are acknowledged as magiftrates by the civil fociety. 
** Nothing needs be added for the clearing of this, but the 
© overthrow of a diftinCtion that has been made of thofe that 
_‘* are acknowledged as magiftrates by the civil fociety, into 
_ 6 fach as are fo by the preceptive will of Gop, and fuch as are 
- % fo by his providential will only ; which dittin@ion jis alto- 
** gether groundlefs and abfurd. All providential magiltrates 
“‘-ate alio preceptive, and that equally im the above refpect, 
“¢ (viz as to the origin of their office ;) the office and authority 
“* of them all, in itfelf coufidered, does equally arife trom, 
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“ and agree unto the preceptive will of Gop, P. 83. The 
‘f precepts already explained, (viz. Prov. xxiv..2t. Eccl. x. a. 
*° Luke xx. 25. Rom. xiii. 1—8, Tet. iii a. of Pet. ii. 13—18.) 
“are arule of -duty equally towards any who ‘are, and. while 
** they are acknowledged as magiftrates by the civil fociety ; 
“they arey and continue to be a rule of duty in this matter 
** particularly, to ali the Lorp’s people, in all periods, places, 
‘* and cafes.” ‘Phefe few paflages, containing the fubftance of 
Seceders principles on the head of civil government, may be 
reduced to the following particulars: 1/, They maintain the 


people to be the ultimate fountain of magiftracy, and that as 


they have a right to choofe whomfoever they pleafe to the 
exercife of civil government over them, fo their inclinations, 
whether good or bad, conttitute a lawful magiftrate, without 
regard had to the divine law. adly, That the law of Gop in 


the fcriptures of truth, hath no concern with the infitution sande 
civil government, but only adds its precept, in forcing obedience a 


upon the confcience of every individual, under the pain of 
eternal damnation, to whomfoever the body politic fhall inveft 
with the civil dignity; and that, without any regard to the 
qualifications of perfon or office. 3¢/y, Whomfoever the 
primores regniy or reprefentatives of a nation, do fet up, are 
jawful magiftrates, and that not only according to the provi- 
dential, but according to the preceptive will of Gop alfo, in 
regard that Gop, the fupreme governor, has prefcribed no 
qualifications in his word, as eflential to the being of a lawful 
magiftrate, nor told what fort of men they muft be, that are 


invefted with that office over his profefling people, tho’ ’tis 
confefled there are many that are neceflary to the well-being — 


and ufefulnefs of that office: And therefore, ash/ » That no 
_aét, or even habitual. feries of the greateft wickednefs and mal- 
adminiftration can forfeit the perfon’s right to the’ people’s 
fubjeCtion, for confcience fake, confidered as individuals, while 
the majority of a nation continue to recognife and own his 
authority. The abfurdity.of this fcheme of principles may 


obvioufly appear at firt view to every unbiaffed mind that is 


bleffed with any competent ‘meafure of common fenfe and dif-— 


cretion, and tolerable knowledge of divine revelation. ‘That 
magiftracy is a divine ordinance, flowing originally from Jr- 
HOVAH, the fupreme and univerfal Sovereign of Heaven and 


earth, as the ultimate fountain thereof, cannot be denied: | 


Neither is it to be doubted, but that the Lorp has lodged” a 


power and -right in the people, of choofing and {etting up thofe | 


perfons that fhall exercife civil government over them, and to 
whom they will fubmit themfelves: But then, while Gop has 


lodged this power in the people, of Conveying the right-of civil — 


authority to their magittrates, he has at the fame time given 


* 
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them pofitive and ‘unalterable laws, according to which they 


are to proceed, in fetting up their magiftrates; and, by the 
fovercign authority of the Great Law-giver, they are exprefsly 
bound to act in agreeablenefs to thefe rules, without any 
variation, and that, under the pain of rebellion againft him, who 
is Kine of kings, and Lorp of lords. The prefbytery, therefore, 
teftify againft this {cheme of feceding principles, calculated, in 
order to inculcate a ftupid fubjection and obedience to evéry 


poffeflor of regal dignity, at the expence of trampling upon all 
the laws of Gop, refpecting the inftitution, conftitution, and 


admini(tration of the divine ordinance of magiftracy. \Particular- 
ly, this opinion is, _ i 

iff, Contrary to the very nature of magiftracy, as defcribed 
in the fcriptures of truth, where we are taught, that all authority 
to be acknowledged of man muft be of Gop, and ordained of 
Gop. The divine ordination of magiftracy is the alone formal 
reafon of fubjection thereto, and that which makes it a damnable 
fin to refift: So the apoftle teacheth, Kom. xiil. 1, Gc. “ There 
‘¢ is no power but of Gon; the powers that be are ordained of 
‘‘ Gop” Not only is it the current fentiment of orthodox 
divines upon the place, but the text and context make it uné 
deniably evident, that by power here, is underftood, not @ 
natural, bat a moral power, confifting not only in an ability, butin 


a right to command. Which power is faid to be ordained of Gop, 


as importing, not merely the proceeding of the thing from Gop 
providentiaily, but fuch a being from Gon, as carrieth in it 
his initituting or appointing thereof, by the warrant of his word, 
law, or precept. So that that power which is to be owned as 
of Gop, includeth thefe two particulars, without which, no 
authority can be acknowledged as Gon’s ordinance, viz. infti= 


tution and conftitution, fo as to poffefs him, who is Gop’s — 


minifter, with a moral power. In the divine inftitution of 


magiftracy is contained, not only the appointment of it, but” 


~ 


the defining the office in its qualifications and form, in a moral 
fenfe, preferibing what fhall be the end, and what the meafure | 


of its authority, and how the fupreme power fhall rule and be 
obeyed. Again, the conftitution of the power, or the deter- 


mination of the form, and inveftiture of the particular perfon 
with the government, is of Gon : Hence our Saviour, John x. - 


35. in his application of thefe words in the P/alms, 1 faid, 


‘ye ate gods,” to magiftrates, fhews how they were gods, 


“‘ becaufe unto them the word of Gon came ;” that is, by his 
word and warrant he authorifed them; his conftitution is paft 


upon them, who are advanced by men, according to his law 


in his word. When therefore a natiun aéts according to the 
_ divine rule,in the moulding of government, and advancing of 
perfons to the exercife of it; there the. government and 
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goverfiors may be faid to.be ordained of Gon. But that 
government that is not confonant to the divine inftitution, — 
and thofe governors, that are not advanced to the piace of 


fupreme rule, in a Chriftian land, by the people, reguiating 
themfelves by the divine law, cannot be faid to be the powers 


ordained of Gop. It is not merely the conveying the imperial — 


dignity by men’ unto any particular perfon, that conflitutes the 
power to be of Gon; but becanfe, and in fo far as, this is done 
by virtue of a warrant from Gop, and in agreeabienefs to his 
law, that the action hath the authority of God upon it. 
Hence, if in this matter there is a fubfantial difference from, 
or contrariety to the divine rule, then there, is nothing but a 
contradiction to Gon’s ordinance: This muft needs be granted, 
unlefs it is maintained, that Gop has wholly lef+ the deterntina- 
tion of this ordinance to men, abfolutely and unlimitedly, giving 
them an unbounded liberty to act therein, according to their 
own pleafure, which is moft abfurd. [rom the whole, it follows, 
that more is requifite than the inclinations of any people, to 
conftitute a lawful magiftrate, fuch as can be acknowledged 
Gop’s ordinance. That power, which in its inftitution and 
conftitution is of Gop, by his law, can alone challenge fubjection, 
not only for wrath, but for confcience fake. 


adly, The prefbytery teftify againft this {cheme. of principles, 


as being antifcriptural, and what, in its tendency, is deftructive 


to the authority of the facred oracles: Seceders maintain, that 
the people, without regard to fcripture qualifications, have an 
effential right to choofe whom they pleafe to the exercife of civil 
government, and that. whomfoever they choofe are lawful 
magiftrates; and thus make the great ordinance of magiftracy 
dependent on the uncertain and corrupt will of man. Bur that 
‘this anarchical fyftem is not of divine authority, but. owes its 
Origin to their own invention, appears from the following texts 
of holy writ, befides others Exod. xviii 21. ‘* Moreover, thou 
«* thalt provide out of all:the people, able men, fuch as fear 
«« God, men of truth, hating covetoufnefs; and piace fuch over 
6° them to be rulers.”—---Vhis counfel of Jethro, was Gov’s 
counfel and command to Mofes, in the choice of magittrates, 
fupreme and fubordinate; and difcovers, that people are not 
left to their own will in this matter. It is Gop’s direction, 
that the perfon advanced to-rule.. muft be a mam in whom is the 
Spirit ; Numb. xxvii. 18 which Deut. xxxiy.g. interprets to be 
the [pirit of wifdom, (i e ) the fpirit of government, fitting and 
capacitating a man to difcharge the duties of the magiftratical 
office, to the glory of Gon, and the good of his people; without 
this he ought not tobe chofen. . Deut. i. 13. ‘‘ Take ye wife men 
** and underftanding, and known among your tribes, aud f will 
*‘ make them rulers over you:” Here is a precept, directing 
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the people in their choice; they muft not be children, nor fools ; - 
if fo, they are plagues and punithments, inftead of fcriprural ’ 
magiftrates, who are aiways a blefling. And they mufl be men 
of known: integrity and affection to the real welfare of I/rael, 
not fuch as are known to be haters of, amd difaffeéted to the 
‘Trael of Gop. Again, the exprefs law of the king, is, that 
he muft be one of the Lorv’s choofing; Deut. xvii 14, 15. 
© When thou art come into the land which the Lorp thy 
“‘ Gop giveth thee, and fhalt poffefs it, and fhale dwell therein, 
* and thalt fay, I will fet a king over me, like as all the nations 
s about me: Thou fhalt in anywife fet him king over thee, whom 
‘ the Lorp-thy Gop tha!l choofe: One from among thy brethren 
‘¢ fhalt thou fet king over thee : thou mayft not fet a ftranger over 
“‘ thee, who is not thy brother.” Here, tho’ Chriftians have a 
right to fet a king over them, yet, it 1s evident, they are not left 
at libertyeto choofe whom they pleafe, but are, in the mott 
exprefs and pofitive terms, limited and circumfcribed in theic 
choice to him, whom the Lorn their Gop fhall choofe: And 
this divine choice muit certainly be underftood (in a large fenfe) 
of a perfon of futh a character, temper of mind and quali fica- 
tions, as Gop pointed out to them in his law, particularly in 
the texts before cited; (for whatever Gon’s word approves of 
-and choofes, that Gop hiuifele chowles: ) And in the text before, 
as the perfon is further defcribed, both negatively and pofitively, 
he muft be a brother ; which refaieon is not to be *confined to 
that of kindred or nation, but efpecially refpects religion. He 
muit not be a ftranger and enemy to the true religion, but a 
brother, in refpect of a cordial embracing, and fincere profeffion 
(fo far as men can judge,) of the fame caufe of religion, and fo 
‘one, of whom it may be expeéted that he will employ his power 
and intereft to advance the kingdom of Jesus Curist. This 
precept refpects the office, and points at the very deed of con- 
flitution, and, in the moft pofitive manner, reftricts not only 
the people of the fews, but: every nation bleffed with the light 
of divine revelation, in their fetting up of civil rulers, pointing 
forth on whom they may, ‘and on whom they may not confer 
this honourable office. The fame truth is confirmed by 2 Sam. 
RXili. 2, 3, 4. Lhe fpirit of the Lorp {pake by me,----- “the 
© Gon of Ifrael faid,------he that ruleth over men muit be juit, 
* ruling in the fear af Gon.”-----:S0 Fob xxxiv. 17, 18: ‘© Shall 
“even he that hateth right govern ?----- is it fit to. fay to a 
‘“‘ king, Thou art wicked? and to princes, Ye are ungodly 2” 
In which words, while Elihu is charging 70d with blafphemy, 
in accufing Gop of injuftice, declaring, that if he made Gop 
a hater of right, dnd impeached him on ae he did, in effet, 


| blafphemoufly deny his government, univerfal dominion, and. 


fovereignty in the world; It is not only fuppofed, but ftrongly 
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afferted and affirmed, that he that hateth right fhould not govern, 
Again, t Cor. vi. t) 45.5. ‘ lf then ye have judgment of things 
‘© pertaining to this life, fet them to judge ;---is it fo, that there — 
« 33'not a wife man among you? no, not one that is able to 
"© judge between his: brethren A All thefe texts, which are. 
plain, pofitive, moral precepts, whereby Gop hath fer boundaries — 
about this own ordinance, that it. be not corrupted by men, as. 
they demonttrate what magiftrates ought to be, and prove that 
they cannot be of Gon’s ordaining, who have not thefe qualifi- . 
cations: So they evince, that fcriptural qualifications are nothing 
lefs neceflary and effential to the being of a lawful feriptural 
magiltrate, than the confent. of the people ; and confequently, 
do fufficiently overturn this antifcriptural {fcheme. Seceders in- 
deed grant, that God hath declared bis will, concerning the choice . 
of magiftrates in the above, and fuch like precepts: But, from. 
their granting thefe fcriptural qualifications to be only advan=" 
tageous to thofe that have them, and neceflary to the well-being » 
and ufefulnefs ef lawful magiftrates, and at the fame time 
denying them to be neceflary to the being thereof; it neceflarily 
follows, as the confequence of ‘their fentiments, that they allow 
civil fociety a negative over the {upreme Lawgiver. in this 
matter; and in fo doing, exalt the will and inclination of the . 
creature aboye the will of the Creator, which is the very de- | 
finition-of fin. Say they inthe fore-quoted pamphlet, page Soth, 
s© Jt is manifeft, that the due meafure and performance of | 
‘¢ {criptural qualifications and duties belong not to the being 
‘and validity of the magiftrate’s office, but to the well-being 
“and ufefulnefs thereof?’ How eafy is’ it here. to turn their 
own artillery againft themfelves, and {plit their argument with a 
wedge of itsown timber? For if, as is granted, feriptural quali- 
fications are effential to the ufefulnefs of the magiftrate’s offices 
they muft aifo be neceffary to the being therecf, otherwife it 1s 
in itfelf quite ufelefs: And if in itfelf ufelefs, with refpect to the 
great ends thereof, without the due meafure of feripturdl qualifi- 
cations, it cannot then be the ordinance of Gop, in regard it. 
mutt not be fuppofed, that a Gop of infinite wifdom and good- 
nefs, who docs ncthing in vain, has inftituted an ordinance for 
the good of his people, in fubferviency to his glory, which yet | 
in itfelf (as to iis being and eflence,) is ufelefs, and of no profit - 
nor advantage to them: And as for their comparifon of the 
magiftrate’s office to other common and ordinary places. and 
vrelations among men, the parallel will not hold, no not for 
illuftration, far lefs for a proof of their dogtrine. Nor is there 
any comparifon, unlefs they cam prove, that Gop in his word | 
has as plainly and pofitively required men to be fo and fo quali- 
fied, before it is lawful for them to enter into, or for others to. 
put them, in fuch places and_ relations, as he has done, 
with regard to. magiftracy. This is nideed the fcape and end! 
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lerogate from, degrade and lefien the 
dignity of this great ordinance of magiftracy, ‘lowing it no 
more than'what ig common to men-in general, in other inferior 
ftates and ordinary occupations of life, alledging,. « hat thefe 
*€ qualifications, (which ‘they grant’ Gop has'preferibed, in his 
“© word) are only advantageous ‘to them ‘that’ have them ;” and 
that, at the hazard of evidently oppofing and contradiéting the 
intention of the Spirit of Gon, ‘in the above texts of fcripture, 
-which: imply a fpeciality, and Partiicular appropriation ‘to kings 


he hath inftituted ordinances in his revealed will, without preferib- 


vitice, that-he hath not. It may as well, and with the fame Dati- 


ty of reafon, be refuled , that there are any qualifications Tequifite, © 
as eflential to the being and validity of the office of the miniftry, 


but only neceflary to its well-being and ufefulnefs ; and therefore, 
it is as lawful (in its exercife) in the want of thefe qualifications 
asthe ordinance of magiftracy is accounted to be. . But how con. 
trary is this'to fcripture, Lit. i: 7) 8.1 Tun. iii. 2, 3541 5; 6, 7, bec, 

ow, comparing thele with the above cited texts refpecting 


of the magiftrate are required in the fame expreis and as ftrong 
terms, (if not alfo fomewhat more ¢'éarl 
of the minifter ; and fecing'a holy Gop hath made no difference, 
a6 to the effentiality of the qualifications pertaining to thefe gifting: 
ordinances, it is foo much prefumprion for any creature to ate 
iempt doing’ it. Both magiftrate and minilter are, in their dif- 
erent and diftin® {pheres, clothed Wi 7 
he law of. Gop,—have fubjeGtion and obedience equally, under 
he> fame pains, Tequired to them. refpectively, (as Deut. xvii 


jualifications of both, as above, {tated and’ determined with e~ 
j\aal peremptorinefs, making them no lefs effentiaj to the being and 
jalidity of the one, than of the other. And this being the cafe, it 
5 not ealy to underftand how Seceders will reconeil | 

iles anent civil goverment, with their principle and 
*parating from an eftablifhed church or miniltry, whofe con{ij- 
ation they acknowledge to be good ; and who being prefh yterial- 
’ Ordained, are alio {till countenanced by the body of the people. 


the qualifications of magiftrates, it appears, that the qualifications - 
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tO 13.2 Chron. xix. 5+ tO vie Heh, xiii.’ 17, Sc. )—and ‘they. 
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Sure, had they dealt fairly, honeftly, and impartially in the matters 
of Gop, they would have aéted in this cafe agreeable to their de= | 
clared principle, page 79th of their pamphlet, viz. ** The pal- 
«* fages holding forth thefe qualifications and duties of magiftrates 
«* do not by the remoteft. hint imply, that, if in any wife they — 
‘ be deficient ii, or make defection from the fame, their.autho-~ — 
«s rity and commands, even in matters lawful, muft not be fub- 
4 je€ted unto and obeyed,” Ge. Certainly, according to this, 
ell the deficiences, defections, and maladminiftrations in the- 
church, could never have been a warrantable ground (which yet 
they make the only ground) of their feparation from her; ** But 
‘on the contrary,” they fhould ftili have continued in communion 
with her, and fubjection to her in matters lawful, in a way of 
teftifying ** againft the fame, and effaying their reformation, by 
all means that were habile for them.”  Seceders muft either grant 
that fuch was their duty, and fo of themfelves condemn their 
feparation as unwarrantable ; or elfe deny, that the qualifications 
of the magiftrate and minifter are required in the fame exprefs 
terms in fcripture; that both are clothed with an equal tho’ dif- 
tint authority ; and that fubjection and obedience are under the 
fame pains enjoined to both, and confequently fay that it is lefs 
dangerous to caft off, contemn and difregard the authority of a 
church, than that of the ftate; while yet, (according to their 
{fcheme) civil authority is entirely refolved into, and depends pure- 
ly upon the changeable will of the civil fociety : But it is prefum- 
ed, they will allow, that ecclefiaftical authority is derived, and 
flows from, and depends entirely upon the Lorp Jesus CurisT 
alone, the glorious Judge, Law-giver, and King of his church; 
-{o that (according tothem) this being of a far more noblefextract 
~ ‘and original it muft be of far more dangerous confequence, to con- 
“temn and caft off it, than the other. | ' 
Again, “as this do€trine gives unto mena negative over the 
holy One of Hrael, it alfo opens a.wide door for introducing ane 
enforcing the cavfe of deifm, already too prevalent: For, if al 
who aré fet up by civil fociety, however wicked, and void of the 
qualifications Gop has required, while. they are acknowledge 
and fabmitted to by their conftituents, muft be equally regarded a 
~ Gon’s ordinance, with thofe who have thofe qualifications ; thet 
it will follow, that the corrupt will of wicked men legitimates th 
-magiftrate’s office and. authority, not only without, but in con 
tradition to the preceptive will of Gon ; and what is this (aby 
bla[phemia.), but to exalt man above Gon, in giving unto the ul 
“iverfal Sovereign and fupreme Law-giver, only a confultatit 
_ power in the corftitution of magiftracy, while it afcribes unt 
“man an abfolute and definitive power, whereby they have po 
so receive or reject the law of Gop, (at leaft refpeting ma 
flracy) at pleafure, and their deed of conflitution be equally vali 
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when oppofite, as when agreeable unto, and founded upon. his 
righteous law: And fure, by the fame reafon, that man may take 
a liberty to difpenfe with the authority of Gop, in one point of 
his commanding «will ; he may alfo in another, until at laft every 
part of it is rejected. It is but a contempt of the fame authority, 
and he that offends in one point, is guilty of all. Such are the 
abfurdities that this their fcheme leads to, though it is hoped the 
authors do not intend fo. It may here be only neceffary further to 
oblerve, that among the other defperate fhifts Seceders are driven 
to, in defence of their favourite notion, they fay that fcripture 
qualifications cannot be effential to Gon’s ordinance of magiftra- 
cy; or neceflatily required as a condition of it fine gua non; for 
then it would bethe fame thing with magiftracy: Nor can thefe 
qualifications be the condition (/ine qua non, or,) without which 
one could not be a magiftrate; for then it would be neceflary, 
that every one were pofleffed of them faultlefly, before he could 
_ be owned as a lawful magiftrate; either of which they alledge 
would be grofly abfurd. But this plaufible and fair-fet argument 
. of tHeirs, if it prove any thing, will prove more than itis fup- 
-pofed they themfelves will grant, and confequently proves no- 
thing at all. For. the fame grofs abfurdity may, with equal rea- 
fon, be inferred from a maintainiag, that a due meafure and 
S pespoamas of fcripture qualifications and duties are effential 
_to any other of Gon’s ordinances, and fo that thefe are the 
ordinance itfelf: For inftance they might as well reafon (as fome 
have juftly obferved aiready), that fcripture qualifications are not 
eflential toa lawful gofpel minifter, for then it would be the fame 
eitbing with the miniltry itfelf: Nor can at bea condition with- 
out which one is not really a minifter, unlefs he were fo faulilef- 
Ht ip And thus they have at ence ftript, not only all of the race 
of Adam, that ever exercifed that office, but themfelves alfo, of 
any real miffion, as minifters, unlefs they have aflumed the Pope’s 
infallibilty, and are advanced to the Moravian perfection. .So, 
although the fcripture declares it effential to.the true church that 
fhe hold the head, yet by their childith reafoning, this would in- 
fer a conclufion big with abfurdities, even that this qualification 
of atrue church, is the church itfelf: And, in like manner, it 
can no longer be admitted, that faith in Curist, and holinefs, 
- are effential to the being of a true Chriftian; for that would be to 
make faith the fame thing with a Orrin: and would infer that 
as in heaven only holinefs is in perfection, fo there alone Chrifti- 
ans are to be found. Upon the whole, as the Lorp has given an 
indifpenfible law, re{peéting the con{titution of kings, fhewing 
what conditions and qualifications are required of them; it un- 
“athe deniably, follows, as an eftablifhed truth, that chriftianized nations 
- -muftinveft none with that office, but ina way agreeable to that 
law,and thefe alone according tofcripture, aremagiftrates of Gop’s 
‘inftitution, who are in. dome; mgalure poffeffed of thefe qualifica~ — 
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tions. It is therefore’ an antifcriptural tenet, that nothing is — 
requifite to conftitute a lawful magiftrate, but the inclinations 
and choles of ‘the’ civil foctety.n0" "<r aris a ft a 
3dly. The prefbytery teltify againtt this fyftem of principles, 
becaufe it has a dire&t tendency to deftroy the jult and neceflary ~ 
diftinGtion that ought to’ be maintained betwixt the preceptive and 
providential will of Gop, and neceffarily jumbles and confounds 
thefe together, in fuch a manner, a3 a man is left at anutter un- 
certainty, to know when he is accepted and approved of Gop in 
his conduét, and when not. “That this is the {cope of “their prin- 
ciples is confefled, P. 87. of their book of principles: ** No- 
“ thing needs be added (fay they)for the clearing of thie, but the 
“overthrow of a diftin€tion that has been made of thofé who 
‘* are acknowledged ‘as magiftrates by civil focicty, into fuch as 
‘‘ are fo by the ‘preceptive will of Gop, and’ fach are fo by 
“his providential’ will only; which diftin€tion i8 altogether 
“ groundlefs and abfurd.—It will not be refufed, that ali fuch © 
“‘ preceptive magiftrates are alfo providentiaz!—But, moreover, 
“all fuch providential magiftrates are alfo preceptive —The of- 
“* fice and authority of them ail, in itfelf confidered, does equal- ne 
“* ly arife from, and agrees to the preceptive will of Gop.” A 
doctrine moft fhocking in itfelf!How ftrange! that chriftians, 
from any confideration, will obftinately maintain a favourite opi- 
nion, which is confeffed!y built upon, and cannot be eftablithéd 
but at the expence of blending and cénfounding the preceptive 
and providential will of Gon, while the diftinétion thereof is 
clearly and inviolably ‘eftablithed in the word of Gop! Aitho? 
divine providence, which isan unfearchable depth, does many 
times, and in many cafes, ferve as acommentary to open up the — 
hidden myfteries of {criptute revelation ;yet, where the law of GoD 
in the {criptures of truth is filent, there providence regulates not) 
is neither inftitutive, nor declarative of Gop’s wiil to be done by 
us;) and where the faid divine law doth ordain or deliver a rule to 
us in any cafe, there providence gives no relaxation, allowance 
or countermand to the contrary : (See Gee on magiftracy, in his. 
excellent difcourfe on’ providence.) That an overthrow of this 
neceflary diftin€tion, for the fake of the above dangerous fcheme, 
cannot be admitted of, in a’ confiftency with a due regard to the 
authority of revealed'religion, and that therefore the right and 
Jawfulnefs of magiftracy is not founded upon the providential will 
of Gon, though they are countenanced and fupported by the 
majority of a nation, ‘will partly appear from the following confi- 
derations:.72)?* 944, te BS Sele) | bapeen. le 
iff. If there is no diftin€tion to be made betwixt the preceptive ra 
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and providential will of God, then is providence equally in all. 
_ refpects the rule of duty, as muchas the precept is, and fo man 
» thould be left at an utter uncertainty, whatis duty, in regard of 
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1e oppofition that is many times betwixt providential difpenfati« 
ns and the precept: Nay, then itis impoflible that man can be ; 
uilty of fin, in. tranfgeffing the divine’ will, becaufe Gop infal- 


bly. brings to pafs, by his holy and over-ruling providence, what- 

ver he has decreed by his eternal purpofe, Kom. ix. 17, And 
hus the Jews, in. murdering the Son of Gop, fhould be acquit- 

ed from the charge of guilt, and could not. be faid to tranfgrets 

he dime whe haa: ee Le re oh, ee Gen 

adly, If no diftinctien is to be made betwixt the _preceptive 

nd providential will of Gop, but providence, is declarative of 
he precept; then is providence a compleat rule without the writ- 

en word: And this at once fuperfedes the neceflity of divine re- 
‘elation, and: derogates from the fufficiency and perfection of the 
criptures of truth. ‘The written word is afarmed to be perfect, 
Pfal. Xi%. 7- Sinners are reproved for doing that which the word 
save no command for, Fer vil. 31. and xix. s. and challenged for 
following thefe promiling appearances, Val Sa15/25 30th » 

is therefore daring prefumption tofet up providence. fora rule, in 
oppo&tion to the written law of Gor. Hence. it muft be conclud- 

ed either that the preceptive will of Gop in the {criptures is im- 
perfeét, or the laws therein repealable by providence; or then, 
that providence cannot be the rule of human actions, 3d/y, If the . 
diftingtion betwixt the preceptive and providential will of Gop 
is to be overthrown, then providence muft be exprefiive of , Gov’s + 
approbative ordination, equally as his. revealed will is : For, 
without this, (fo wit, the divine approbation,) there can be no 
lawful title to what is pofleffed’: Butithis is what providence of it- 
felf cannot do; it cannot without the precept difcover. either 
Gon’s allowance or difallowance. If. then this diftinction. is, 
denied, and the providential will of Gop afferted to be declarative... # 
of his preceptive, and fo. of his approbative will; it remains to ices 
be manifefted, where and how ; 


& 


‘it hath been appointed of Gop for», . 
fuch an end, an end that ist ; the fpirit of Gop denied unto it, 
¥ccl. i) 1, 2.4 athly, If this diftinction is to be overthrown,  ~ 
then either the providential will of Gon, without any regard to 
the precept in every cafe, and in every fort of tenure, gives a 
ju and lawful right and tile; or Gon hath declared. in his» ©. 
word that it fhall be fo in the matter of civil government only, agi 
to wit, that whofoever gains the afcendency in the inclinations — 
of the people, by whatever finful methods this is obtained, it 
“matters not, and fo is by the hand of providence raifed up 
above all his rivals to the regal dignity, he is the lawful -magil- 
trate, Gon’s ordinance according, to his precept. The firft can- 
_not be faid, it were impious to fuppofe it; for that would juftify | 
“all robberies and violences, and ligitimate every fraud; not the : 
Jatter, for where is it to be found in all the book of divine revela- Xi 
tion, that Gop hath made fuch a law refpecting magiftracy ? But 
how abfurd is it to fay that a holy Gop has givento man a plain and 


“pofitive law to be his governing rule in every particular that con- 
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mance he hath wholly chee tas orrather mifledand b 
wildered by hisown corrupt inclinations : but the contrary of th 
has been in part difcovered, and may further. srh/y, If, in c 
der to eftablith their antigovernment cheme,. the forefaid di 
tinction is to be deftroyed, and all fuch as are providential powe 
and acknowledged by men, are alfo. preceptive, ‘and therefore 
be fubmitted to for confcience fake, then are the kingdoms. 
men neceflarily obliged to own and fubmit unto the dominicn | 
the devil : The devil not only claims to himfelf thepofleflion of ti 
power of all the kingdoms of this world, but it is certain th 
of the moft of them he ftill retains an atual predominanc 
hence ftiled the God’of this world. Now, it cannot be refufe 
but that the power he exercifes is providential, (cr a pow 
of permiflion ;) and it is moft certain, that it is with the confe 
and good will of all the children of men, while in a natural ftate 
But are men therefore obliged toacknowlege his authority, or ful 
mit to that providential power which he maintains over them 
If every providential power is alfo preceptive, the anfwer mu 
be given in the affirmative. ‘The like may be faid of the Pope « 
Rome, the devil’s captain general, to difplay his hellith banner : 
gajnit the King of ‘kings aad Lord of lords, with refpect to tho: 
«nations, where he is acknowledged in his diabolical pretenfion 
'. It can be to no purpofe for Seeders to alledge, that the Por 
~~ ‘claims a power unlawful in itfelf, and therefore cannot be owns 
in regard the perfon whom they make a pretended acknowleds 
ment of, as their lawful Sovereign, is by the at of his conftit: 
‘tion invefted with a fimilar power, a power both civil and ecclef 
aftic, and declared to be head of the church, 4s well as. of th 
ftate. Nothing therefore remains for them, but either to acknow 
- ledge this clear diftinGion betwixt the providential and prece} 
_ tive will of Gon, or then profefs the lawfulnefs of both the a 
_- bove mentioned powers. 6zhly, If the aforefaid diftinGion is to 
. ‘big with abfurdities to. be received, and if the authority of al 
‘providential magiftrates does equally arife from, and agree unt 
the precept, then it would be no fin to refift the powers ordaine 
of Gop, provided that providence proves aulpicious and-favyour 
able to the rebel and advances him to the throne, with the goo 
will of his fellow rebellious fubjects, by expelling the lawful, Se 
‘vereign; at leaft fuch refiftence could not be determined to b 
finful, till once the event declared, whether providence woul 
‘countenance the treafonable attemptvor not. ‘Thus what the apof 
‘tle declares a damnable fin, Rom, xiii, 2. muft be juftified ane 
“made the foundation of fubfequent duty, if patronifed bya mul 
‘titude. This they evidently maintain, as appears from »theit 
‘Decl. of Prin. P. 82. where, pretending to obviate fome dif 
ficulties anent their principles, arifing from the people of Gon’ 
-difowning antifcriptural magiftrates: « Lhe whole nature of an} 
‘¢ fimple revolt, (fay they,) lies in breaking off immediately fron 
~6¢ the civil body, by withdrawing from, or withdrawing partof th¢ 
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a€ that thefe revolters break off from the head of this civil bodys 
és without ever denying his authority over the members who {till 
* cleave unto the fame.” ‘This, in-connexion with their grand 
foundation principle, and the fcope of their difcourfe at the above 
citation, difcovers that they grant, thatif the whole civil fociety 
fhould reject the authority they had fet up, (however agreeable it 
fhould have been to the preceptive will of Gop’, and.fhould again 
‘fet up another, (though never fo oppofite thereto.) ‘their doing fo 
would be lawful; but it is not lawful for a few to difown any au-- 
thority, (however wicked and antifcriptural,) unlcfs they can at the 
fame time withdraw from, or withdraw part of his territories No- 
thing can be more abfurd than to fay, that a people are bound by 
the laws of Gop to-give fubjeGtion for confcience fake, and yet 
at the fame time are at liberty to caft off and rejeCt the fame au- 
‘thority atpleafare. If the magiftrate be lawful. it 1s utterly wn 
Jawful to reject him; an attempt to diveit him of his office, pow- 
er and authority, tho’ carried on by the premores reGNty 18 rebellion 
againtt Gop. ft is mof ridicutous to alledge, that a people con- 
fidered asa body politic, are not under the fame obligation to 
their rightful fovereign, as when they are confidered as individ- 
‘uals, but may lawfu'ly. reject him, and fet up another, if they 
“‘pleafe; fo that he who one day, is Gop’s minifter, next day hath 
no title tothat office, but if he claim it, muft be ufed as a traitor, 
whereby all fecurity that can poflibly be given to the moft lawful 
magiftrate, is atonce deftroyed. Uhus, if the chevalier had fuc- 
ceeded in his late attempt, had gained the favour of the pri- 
mores regni, and thereby mounted the Briti/h throne; Seceders 
muff then, of neceflity, either have quit their prefent principles, 
~ orthen have fubjected to his yoke for confcience fake, under the 
pain of eternal damnation. His being a profefied Papift, and 
enflaved vaflal of Rome, could not have warranted them to leave 
their place of fubjection to him, while owned by the civil focietys 
and fo they muft have treat 
enemies to government; sg." 
tenfions of an ill-grounded 


fame party: may not, when refiding in the nation, refufe to ac- 
knowledge the lawfulnefs of an antifcriptural power. ‘Thisis to — 


_ Gon, making the title of the law 
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on the’will of the people. Nothing. is mote ‘evident than this, 
that if the’ inclinations of the people, exclufive of all other qua- 
lifications, conftitute a lawful magiftrate, then, (though he rules | 
never fo agre-able to Gon’s préceptive will,) fo foon as this body, — 
(tho’in a moft unjuft and tyrannical _ manner) cafts him off, he 
that moment for ever lofes all title and claim to the office, and 
can no longer be regarded as a lawful magiftrate.. A principle , 
that in its nature and fendency is introduétive of all anarchy and 
confufion, and with the greateft propriety deferves the.encomium 
OF the antigovernment febeme. Sy 
: ‘othly, Chis anarchical fyftem of principles, which dekcoys 
the above juft and neceflary diftinGtion, is direAly in oppofition 
to the laudable, and almoft univerfal pra€tice of all nations, in 
ordaining and enaéting certain fundamental laws, conftitutions, | 
and conditions whereby the throne is fencéd, the way to it limit- 
ed,and the property thereof predifpofed. The feripture fufficiently 
difcovers thofe reftriGtions and rules, which Gop himfelf hath 
prefcribed and laid down, for dire€ting and determining of his 
peoples procedure about the erection of magiftrates. And 
profane hiftory abounds in difcovering certain fundamental 
laws, and conditions to take place, almoft. in every nation, 
without conforming to which, none can be admitted to that 
dignity over them. But to what purpofe are any fuch laws 
and conftitutions, if this vague principle is once admitted, which 
cancels and difannuls all fuch conditions and aéts? Why fhould 
Mofas have been fo folicitous about his fucceflor in the govern- 
ment of Arael, Numb. xxvit. 15, 16,17, if Gop had ordained 
that the inclinations of the people alone fhould determine it: 
‘Or to what purpofe did //rael, after the death of Fofoua, alk of 
Gop, Who fhould be their leader? if their own inclinations 
alone were fufficient to determine it, If Gop hath declared, 
that the corrupt will of the people is the alone bafis of civil power, 
then, not only are ali ftate conftitutions, and fundamental laws: 
ufeiefs, becaule, on every vacancy of the throne, they not only 
_ muft all give place to the fuperior obligation, the incontrolable 
law of the uncertain inclinations of the body politic, but they 
are in their nature ‘unlawful; their proper ufe in every nation 
being to pre vent all invafion upon the government, by unqualified 
perfons, and to er N it, if at any time done. So that, 
if the confent of civil fociety is the only effential condition of 
government which Gop hath authorifed, not only are, ali {crip- 
tural conditions and qualifications ufelefs and unlawful, but 
aifo all husan {ecurities, either from intruders, or for 
gh governours, are unlawful, becaufe the very defign 
them all is to oppofe this” ae foundation principle, .the — 
ti viirestiVinity of which Seceders have found out, and do confi- i 
dently maintain. And thus, by the feceding fcheme,,not only — 
the practice of almoft all other natioas, determiaing by law 
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fome indifpenfible qualifications that their-rulers: muft have, . 
is condemned; but, particularly, the practice of* thefe once 
reformed lands, when reformation had the fan€tion, not only of 
ecciefiaftic, but alfo of civil authority, is hereby. condemned. 
Scripture and covenant qualifications were then made effential 
to the being of a lawful magiftrate, by the fundamental laws and 
conftitutions of the nations; fo that however the inclinations 
of the people might run, (as it foon appeared they were turned 
in oppofition to thefe,) yet by thefe laws, and in confiftency 
‘with that conftitution, none could be admitted to the place or 
places, of civil authority, but fuch as profefied, and outwardly 
practifed, according to’ reformation principles; fee Ad 15th, 
Sef. 2d, Parl. 1649. And how happy we had. been, if we had 
conftantly acted in conformity to thefe agreeable laws, experience 
both former and Jatter will bear witnefs. How much better 
had it been for us, to have walked in Gon’s ftatutes, and exe- 
cuted his judgments, than by our’abhorrence of them, and 
apoftacy from them, to provoke him to give us flatutes that 
are not good, and judgments whereby we cannot live, (Ezek. xx. 
2¢.)or have any comfortable enjoyment and poficfion of the 
bieffings and privileges of his everlafting gofpel, as it is with 
cusat this day. And yet, this is what Seceders would have us 
_carefling, embracing, and (with them) blefling Gop for, under 
the notion of a prefent good; and fo to blefs Gon for permitting” 
his enemies (in anger againft an ungrateful and guilty peopie,} 
to overturn his work and intereft, and eflablith themfelves 
upon the ruins thereof: To blefs him for making our own 
iniquities to correct us, and our backflidings to reprove us, until 
we know whiat an evil and bitter thing it is to depart from the 
-Lorp Gop of our fathers: To blefs him (for what is matter 
of lamentation,) that the adverfaries of Zion are the chief, and 
her enemies profper; Lam i, 5. and all this abftractly, under 
the notion ef good, which comes very near the borders of blaf- 
phemy. > > me | 
-” But moreover, the civil fettlement at the Revolution, is alfo 
condemned by this principle of theirs; not becaufe of its oppo- 
fition to 2 covenanted reformation, but in regard it includes 
fome effential qualifications required in the fupreme civil ruler. 
‘Lhe nations are, by that ‘deed of conftitution, bound up in their | 
eleGtion of a magiftrate; and all Papifts, fuch as marry with 
Papifts, or do not publicly profefs the Proteftant religion, are 
declared incapable to fill the throne. So that we fee the prefent 
Jaw makes fomé other qualifications, befides the confent of the. 
_ body politic, eflential to the conftitution of a lawful fovereign in 
Britain. From all which it is plain, that this principle of 
_ Seceders is neither a reformation nor a revolution principle; let _ 
then the impartial world judge whence itcame, 
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Seceders, in confequence of their contraditory, and felf-in« 
confiftent fyitem. of principles, declare, they cannot fweat allegi- 
ance to a lawful government. ‘They maintain the prefent to 
be lawful, yet, (in Decl. of their principles, Page 5 5th,) they fay 
‘© The queition is not, whether it be lawful for us to {wear 
*« the pretent allegiance to the civil government? which the 
*¢ prefbytery acknowledge they cannot do, feeing there are no 
‘ oaths to the government in being, but what exclude the oath 
Sof our covenants, and homotogate the united»conftitution.” 
But fecing they acknowledge, that every conftitution of govern- 
ment, teat camprehends the will and confent of civil fociety, 
were it as wicked and diabolical 4s can be imagined, is lawful, yea, 
as lawful as any that is moft confonant to the preceptive will 
of Gop, having all the eflentials of his ordinance; and feeing, 
becaufe of the will and confent of the people, they own the 
prefent to be lawful, it is moft furprifing, why they. cannot 
iwear allegiance to it; their reafons cannot, in a confiftency. 
with their principle, ‘be fuftained as valid. hat the prefent 
oaths of allegiance, and the oath of the covenants are inconfiftent, 
is readily granted; but feeing the oaths; of allegiance bind to 
nothing more than they confeig they are bound to for confcience 
fake, namely, to own the lawfulnefs of the government, and to 
maintain it according to the conftitution thereof; (which is a 
duty owed by fubjects to every lawful fovereign:) And feeing, 
that whatever is in the oaths of allegiance contrary to the 
covenants doth not flow from them, abftra€tly confidered, but 
from the conftitution to which they bind; (which conftitution 
is fan€tified by the people’s acknowledgment of it:) If there- 
fore, the covenants forbid a duty, to which they are bound 
for confcience fake, their authority in that ought not to be 
regarded. But certainly Seceders, who have found it duty to 
alter and model the covenants according to the circumftances of 


the times they live in, might have found it eafy work to recon- 


cile the oath of the covenants with allegiance to a lawful govern- 
“ment ‘The other part of their reafon is no lefs ridiculous and 
felf-contradi€tory, viz. “ they cannot fwear allegiance to the 
—“ prefent government, becaufe it homologates the united conftitu- 
‘© tion.’ Bur is not this conftitution according to the will, and 
by content of the body politic ? and is it not ordained by the 
‘prévidential will of Gop ? therefore, according to them, has all) 
“the cffatials of a lawful conftitution, which claims their pro-. 

tection under pain ef damnation. How great the paradox! they. 
“cannot fwear allegiance, becaufe they would bind them to ac- 
knowledge and defend a lawful conftitution.. Is not active obedi- 
enéeis not profeff-d fubjection for confcience fake, an homo. 
lopation of the conflitution? Certainly they are, and that not 
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in word only, but in deed, and in truth. And what is the al- 
legiance, but a promife to perfevere in what they do daily, and 
what they hold as their indifpenfible dutyto do? To grant the 
one then, and refufe the other is, in effect, to homologate or 
acknowledge the conftitution, and not to acknowiedge ‘it at the 
fame time, which is a glaring abfurdity. Sag tr 
But here, they would have people attend to their_chinerical 
diftinction betwixt the king’s civil and ecclefiaftical. authority. Maes 
They have made a fucce {sje attempt, (in order to eftablith tne 
antigovernment {cheme,) for the overthrow of a diftinClion » hich. 
heaven has irreverfibly fixed, betwixt the preceptive and providen- 
tial will of Gop; and, for the fame purpofe, they will in pofe 
this diftinction on the generation, a mere fhift and artifice, 
which has no foundation or fubfiftence any where elfe, but in 
their imagination, and ferves for no purpofe but to cheat their 
own and others confciences, and betray the caufe of Ged. Lis 
plain, that 4s a power, both civil and ecclefiaflic, belongs to the 
efleace and conilitution of an Engli/h diocefan bifhop; fo the 
fame is declared to belong now to the eflénce and confti- 
tution of an Engli/b King, who is the head and chief prelate 
among them all; and it is their manner to call them- 
. felves his bifkops, (not Curist’s) as having their power, both 
ecclefiaftical and civil, immediately from him, as the fountain 
of all power within his dominicns. So that there is no room 
for this diftinction of Seceders here, unlefg they are fuch expert 4 
logicians, as to diftinguifh a thing from that which is efiential ». ; 
to it, and fo from itfelf; but this is a deftruCtion, not a diftines..’ 
tion. Seceders indeed prefume, and depend very much upon 
their abilities of this kind; for they’can diftinguifh between the 
magiftrate’s office, and its efiential qualifications, which Gov hath 
infeparabiy joined together in his word. hey can diftina! 
pray for thehead, author, authorifer, and prime fupporter of ab- 
 jured Prelacy and Prelates, that Gop would blefs him in his per- 
fon and his government, and yet not pray for the Prelates them- 
~ felves; they can pray fervently and diftinQ'y for the Byitifh and 
Irifo patliaments, and yet not at all pray for the bifhops, necef- 
fary and effential members there. And what is al! this but to 
- pray for a non-entity, a mere creature of their own mind? They 
haye neither king nor parliament in their abftracted and imagi- 
nary fente, but do cicarly diftinguith themfelves out of both: 
- ‘We might refer them to that famous and faithful ambaflador, 
and renowned martyr for the caufe, and teftimony of Jesus, Mr. 
+ Donald Cargill, in his laft fpeech and teftimony; and let him 
determine the controverfy (in this particular) between us: They 
will not be fo bold as to fay, that this honourable witnefs died 
with a lie in his right hand: His words are thefe, As to the 
€* caufe of my fuffering, the main is not, acknowledging the 
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‘s prefent authority as it is now eftablifhed.~-----This is the ma- 
“¢ giftracy I have reje€ted that was invefted. with Curist’s 
“ power; and feeing that power taken from Curist, which 
‘is his glory, and: made the eflential of the crown, i thought it 
“was, as if I had feen one wearing: my hutband’s clothes, 
“¢ after he had killed him. And feeing it is eiade the effential 
*¢ of the crown, there 1s no diftin€tion we can make, that can 
‘© free ghe confcience of the acknowledger, from being a partaker 
Wa: © of this facriligious robbing of Gyo. And it is but to cheat 
“sour confciences, to acknowledge the civil power, for it is not 
“* the civil power only, that is made the effential of the crown. 
‘¢ And feeing they are fo exprefs, we muit be piains for ether- 
‘* wife it is to deny our teilimony, and confent to his robbery.” 
Yrom thefe words;it is evident, 1/7, That Mr. Cargil was no Sece- 
der, or of their mind, tn this particular... And 2d/y, That atithe 
fame time there were fome, who did cheat and impofe upon their 
own confciences, by diflinguifhing, (where there was no room 
for diftinétion,) between the king’s civil and ecclefiaftical’ au- 
thority: Which diftin@tion was condemned and teftified agaimft, : 
by all who were truly faithful to Curist and their own con- 
{ciences, and tender of his honour anc glory; by their unanimous 
«rejection of that antichriflian and unlawiui power; and that, 
‘when they had much more reafon and temptation to/fly toduch » 
a fubterfuge for their fafety, tham Sececers now have. And gdly, 
From thefe words it is alfo clear, that Mr: Cargi/, and that poor | 
_~,difirefled and perfecuted people that adhered to him, rejected — 
(and difclaimed the then authority, not fo much becaufe of their ~ 
tyranny and mal-adminiftrations, as on account of theunlawfulnefs — 
and wickednefs of the corilitution itfelf; (which was the prime » 
original and {pring of a'l the wickednefs in the adminiftration:) - 
Namely, becaufe the king arrogantly and facrilegioufly affumed to | 
himfelf that power, which was the fole and glorious:prerogativeiof - 
- Jesus Curist. And as to the difference that Secedérs' make 
- betwixt that and the prefent time, (fince the Revolution,) it’ is — 
certain, 'that whatever greater degree of abfolute fupremacy, was _ 
. thenaflumed by Charies I. it does not vary the, kind of that ¢laifn- 
ed, orrather conferred on, and exercifed by the fupreme powers © 
fince the Revolution, (for majus et minus non variant fpecient,* jp uor# 
- acquit them of the guilt cf robbing the» Son of*Gon, Jesus | 
Curist, of his incommunicable prerogative and fuprémacy © 
in, and over his church, as the. only King and Head there~ 
of. Nor will the dilficrence of times, while the conftitution | 
femains the fame, while Gop remains ‘the fame, and trath’ 
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than»then, from being a partaker (art and part): with the civil 
power in this facriligious robbery, P/a/. 1. 18. ‘* When thou 
4 faweft a thief, then thou confentedit with him,” &c. 

But pafling this: Seeing the above mentioned reafons, which 
‘Seceders ailedge why they cannot {wear allegiance to the prefent 
government, which they aflertcis lawful and {criptural, cannot be 
{fuftained, fome other maf be fought for them: And they may 
be either, becaufe they judge allegiance itfeif unlawful; . or 
rather, becaufe then they would be bound by oath to continue 
faithful to this government in all changes that can happen. 
Whereas now, they are free, and equally ready, ina full con- 
fiftency with their principles, to profefs their fubjeQion to another, 
Were iteven a popifh pretender. “For, according to them, an 
infidel or Papift may have a juft and lawful authority over us, 
notwithitanding all, both the reformation and revolution laws, 
to the contrary. If therefore, the legiflature would, in the 
oaths of allegiance,. infert. this limitation, viz. fo long as the 
body politic is pleafed to acknowledge the fiupreme magiftrate, 
they would find it eafier to come over their other pretended and. 
inconfiltent difficulties. For the truth is, they cannot, in a cen- 
fiftency with their antigevernment fcheme, and with fafe con- 
feiences, {wear to any government, but with fuch limitation, 
in regard they cannot be {ure, but he that is now owned by civil” 
fociety may be rejected, and another fet up, who mult dd ac- | 
knowledged: So they wouid be brought into an inextricable — 
dilemma; either they muit own them both to be Gun’s ordis 
nance, which is abfurd; or then be perjured, by rejecting him 
to whom they had fworn; or then incur damnation, by refufing 
obedience to him, who is fet up by the body politic: Such is 
the labyrinth of confufion and contradiftion this anarchical 
fyftem leads into ; a fyftem that cancels all conftitutions by Gop 
and men anent civil government. ne he: 

Sthly, Vhis antigovernment feceding principle, deftractive of 
faid diltintion betwixt the providential and preceptive will of 
Gop, is both contrary to, and confated by many approved 
{cripture examples; in which the Spirit of Gop: teftifies, that 
the a€tual poffeffion of the throne, under the favour of provis’ 
dence, and by the confent of the majority of a nation, may be in 
ane, whilit the moral power and right of government is in ans 
ther. The word of Gop acknowledges David the rightful 
overeten over JSrae] for the {pace of forty years, (1 Kings iit 
bh. 1 Chron. xxix. 26, 27) feven of thefe he is faid to have 
eigned in Hebron, aud thirty-three in Feriu/elem. During the 
int feven years of his reign at Hebron, there is 2 pofitive con- 
inement. of bis a€tual rule to the tribe of Fudah only; 2 Sann vy. 
» And atthe fame time [/hbo/bethois {aid to be made king over 
il Yraed, aud to have reigned two years. In, agreeablenefs to 
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feceding principles, there is no reconciling thefe different texts. 
According to their f{cheme, David can with no propriety be faid 
to have reigned forty years over Vrael, feeing feven of the 
years were clapfed, before he was actually acknowledged by all 
Trael, before providence put him in the actual poffeffion of all 
that extenfive power. here is another known example, applica- 
ble to the prefent purpofe, in the inflance of David, during the 
rebellion of his unnatural fon Aé/alom. According to the facred _ 
ftory, 2 Sam. chap. xv. xvi. Xvil. xviii xix, it appears, that he 
was wholly ejected, both out of the hearts and territories of 
Tfrael, and not only the throne, but the wil! and confent of the 
people given up to 4d/alom. But was David therefore divelted of 
his right and title? Tho’ it is moft contrary to fcripture to 
fuppofe it; yet, according to Seceders, feeing Jb/alom was kings 
by poffeflion of the throne, and had not only the power provi- 
dentially put into his hand, but had it alfo by the confent of the 
people; it neceflarily follows, that 4b/alom being a providential 
magiftrate, his office and authority did equally arife from, and 
agree to the preceptive will of Gon, and {fu jection and obedience, 
for con{cience fake, was equally due to him as to David by the 
Hraclitifo tribes: And fo it was a damnabie fin in David to fight 
-again{t him, as it could be no lefs than a refifting the ordinance 
of Gon. The fame may be faid, with refpet to that other 
revolt, by the inftigation, and under the conduct of Sheha, 2 Sam. 
chap. xx. But altho’, according to Seceders, he mutt alfo have 
been their lawful magiftrate, the Spirit of Gop difcovers the - 
revere, ftill acknowledging the right of government in all _thefe 
changes to be in David. Another example is in the cafe of 
Solomon, who was ordained or defigned by Gop exprefsly for the 
kingdom of J/rael. Adonijah had obtained the afcendency, both 
in refpet of actual poffefion, and the inclinations oo. ; 
~ of the majority of the nation; the confent was general, 1 Kings, ie 
5) 7) 9) 11, 18, 25, and ii. 15. He had all to plead for himfelf, 
Sthich Seceders make eflential to the conftitution of a lawful 
king: He had got to the throne by providence, and had full! 
‘admiflion and poffeflion, by the inclinations of the people. If. 
then there is no diftinétion to be made of thofe who are ac= 
knowledged by civil fociety, into fach as are fo by the precep- 
tive will of Gop, and fuch as are fo by his providential will only 8 
_s-4-then Solomon had no right nor title to the crown; and the 
-enterprife of David and Nathan, &&c. of fetting him on the throne, 
was utterly unlawful: Both they and Solomon ought to have ace 
~ quiefced in the duty of fubjection to Adonijah, as being the 
ordinance of Gop. But this would have been oppofite to the 
‘expre(s direétion of the Ler, appointing the kingdom to Solomon, 
“« ft was his from the Loxp,? as Adonijuh biotelf confefl-d. 
To the fame purpefe might be adduced, the inftance of Foa/by 
By 
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the fon of Ahaziah, who was king de sure, even when Athaliah 
had not only the countenance of providence, but the confent of 
the people, in the pofleflion of the Kingdom; 2 Chron. xxii 10, 
12. Again, the practice of nations, in owning thefe for their 
lawful fovereigns, who, by providence, were put from the actual 
exercife of their rule and authority, contributes to confute this 
abfurd notion. Thus the people of J/racl, who had rfen up 
for Ab/alom, do even, when David was out of the land, own him 
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for their king: So, during the Babyloni/b captivity, there are 
feveral perfons noted as princes of Judah, whom the people 
owned, as having the right of government over them: With a 
variety of other inftances, all difcovering, in oppoftion to their, 
anarchical fyftem, that it 1s not by the difpesfations of provi- 
dence, that the right and title of the lawful magiftrate is to be 
determined.------ Moreover, as the aflociate prefbvtery have fo 
barefacedly belied the fcriptures of truth, as to aflert, that there 
cannot be fo much as an inftance found in all the hiftory of the 
Old Teftament, of any civil members refuling, either by word 
or deed, an acknowledgment of, or fubjeCtion unto the authority 
of any magiftrate a€tvally in office, by the will of the civil body. 
Befides what have been already adduced, take thefe few following 
éxamples of many: After thar Saul, by the difobedience to the 
¢ommandment of the Lorn, had forfeited his title to the kings 
. dom, he was no more honoued, as king, by Samuel the prophet 5 
but, on the contrary, he openly teftified to his face, that the 
Lorpd- had rejeCted him from being king, 1 Sam, xv. 26 to 36. 
Tho’ he mourned over bim as one rejected, yet he no more 
acknowledged him as cloathed with the authority as a lawful 
_ king; nay, the Lorp having rejected him, reproves: his prophet 
for mourning for him, 1 Sam. xvi. 1.. From which, and the com- 
mand he received to anoint David in his ftead, and that even. 
- while the civil fociety did acknowledge, and was fubject unto 
“Saul, it appears, that the throne of J/rae/ was then regarded, both. 
_ by the Lorp and his prophet, as vacant, until David was a- 
nointed ; from which time, in the eye of the divine law, he was 
the rightful king, and ought, in confequence of the public in- 
timation made by the prophet of Sau/’s rejeCtien, to have been ac- 
knowledged as the Lorn’s ancinted by the whole kingdom of 
I/rael. Inagrecablenefs whereto, the fcripture informs, that, not, 
only David, in expeCiation of the Lorn’s promife, refifted Saul. 
as an uojutt ufurper, but-many among the tribes of Yrae/, whom. 
the Spirit of Gop honourably mentions, 1ejecied the government. 
of Sau/, and joined themifelves to him that. was really anointed of 
the Lorn, 1 Chron. xii. from 1 to 23. Now, if the Lorp did, 
command, under pain of damnation, to, give, loyal obedience to 
allin the place of fupreme authority. however wicked, while ac- 
knowledged by the bedy politic, he would not reject fuch, nor 
. : . P | 
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command to fet up others in their room, nor approve of thofe 
who difowned and refifted them. | But all this is done in thi8 
inftance, which, of itfelf, is fufficient to overthrow their fcheme. 
Another inftance is in 2 Chron. xi. 13, 16, where the authority of 
jeroboam is rejected and caft off, cven when acknowledged and 
fubmitted to by the nation of Srael, by’ the priefls and Levites, 
and, after them, by, all fuch as did fet their hearts to feek. the 
Lorn Gop of //rael, through all the ten tribes; and this, be- 
caufe of his abominable wickednefs : Whereby it appears.a com- 
mendable duty, to refufe the Jawfulnefs of the authority of 
wicked occupants, tho’ acknowledged by the majority of a nation. 
A fimilar example there is in the reign of Baafba, who could 
not by all his vigilance Prevent many from cafling off his go- 
vernment, 2 Chron xv. 9. Again, there is an exprefs example 
of Zii/ba’s difowning the king of J/racl, even when the civil 
fociety owned him, 2 Kings iii. (4,15. He did not regulate his 
conduct by providence and the will of the people, but, in oppo- 
fition to both, refufed him that Honour, that is due to all that are 
really kings. To thefe may be added that notable example of 
Tibnah, a city of the priefts, who could not but have know- 
ledge by the law of their Gop what was their duty, 2 Chron, xxi. 
10, Here is an inftance of a people's cafling off allegiance toa 
king, properly becaufe of his apoftafy and intolérable wickednefs, 
whereby they bore teftimony againft him, and difcovered what. 
was the duty of the whole nation, on account of his apoftafy 
from the Lorp. Their fo doing was a moft pofitive, actual, 
and exprefs condemnation, both of Fehoram for his wickednefs, 
and of the people for concurring, joining with kim, and ftrengthen= 

ing his hands init, (even as Noah by his faith and obedience is 

faid to have condemned the antediiuvian woild, Hed. ix..7.) And 
this their condu@t end teftimony the Spirit of Gop juftifies, and 

records to, their honour. Thede few, of many that might be 
adduced, declare the impudence, as well as failacy and impof. 
ture of Seceders in this matter, and alfo juftify the principles 

which they malicioufly nick-name the antigovernment {chee and 

that for no other reafon, but becaufe it eftablithes the ordinance 

ef magiftracy among a people, favoured by Gop with divine 

revelation, upon kis preceptive will, in Oppofition to. their an-- 
archical notions, of fetting it wholly upon the tottering bafis of 
the corrupt will of man. And, to conclude this particular, how 

tidicnloufly abfurd is it in them to infinuate, that, in the ex- 

amples above, or others to be found in facred hiftory, thofe 

perfons did, notwithflanding their own practice in rejecting the 

authority of wicked. rulers, flill view it as the cuty of the reft 

ofthe nation, to acknowledge them? This is pure jargon and 


nonfenfe, contrary both to reafon and religion. By what law + — 


could the oppofite pradtices of thofe that cifowned, and thofe 
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that fill continued to own ‘ihe sgirity of seth tih rulers, be 
juftified? It could not be by the divine law, which never con- 
demns that as fin in one, which it approves as duty in others, in 
the fame circumftances: Seeing therefore thefe, in the inilances 
above, are juitified, the practice of thofe who continue to ac 
knowledge the lawfulnefs of thefe wicked rulers, muft be re- 
garded as condemned, both by the divine law, and alfo by the 
practices of the above perfons, which do ail jointly concur in 
witneffing, that they viewed it the duty of all the reft of the 
nation to have done as they did. And from the whole, it ap- 
pears a commendable duty for the Lorp’s people to difown the 
right and lawfulnefs of rulers fet up in contradiction to the divine 
law. 
othly, She iniquity of nites to deftroy the neceilary 
diftinCtion between the providential and preceptive will of Gop 
in matters of magiftracy, appears from Gon’s exprefs difallow- 
ance of fome whom providence had actually exalted 1 to the fupreme 
command over a pecple, Ezek. xxi. 27. *¢ 1 will ove rturn,’”? Sc, 
Altho’ this may have an ultimate refpect to Curist, yet it hath 
alfo a reference to the rightful governors of fudus, when dif- 
poffeiled of their right by the providential will of Gop. And 
here the Lorp threatens the execution of hig judgments upon the 
unjutt poffeffor. See alfo Aynos vi. 13: Hab. ii. 5, 6. Nab iit. 4, 
5. and Matth. xxvi. 52. By all which it appeare, that the fu- 
preme lawgiver ftates a real difference between thofe who are 
only exalted by the providential will of Gop, and not authorifed 
by his preceptive will ; and therefore it is impoffible that the 
office and authority of them both can equally arife from, and 
agree to the precept. Again, in Hof viii. 4. ‘They have fet up 
Ms kings, but not by me; they have made princes, and! knew ic 
© not” ‘This diftin€tion is fhewed, as with the brightnefs ef 
a fun-beam, fo that he that runs may read it. ‘Lhe Lop by his 
prophet here charges this people with horrid Bp Onty in chang 
ing both the ordinances of the ma giftracy and the minifity, 
particularly, altho’ the Lorp commanded, if they would fet up 
kings, they fhould fet up none but whom he chofe: Deut. xvii. 
15. Yet they had no regard to his law. ‘This charge feems to 
have refpect to the civil conftitution among the ten tribes after 
their revolt from the houfe of David; not Simply charging their 
revolt on them, but that after their fecedlion, they. did not confult 
Gop, nor act according to his precept, in their fetting up of 
kings. As nothing can happen | in the world, but by the courfe 
of providence ; and as all things are known unio Gop, in refpect 
of his omnifcience, the text cannot refpect either of thefe. ‘Che 
true import of the charge then is, they have fet up kings, but not 
according to the law and preceptive will of Gop; and. therefore 
he neither did, nor would appfove either them or their kings. 
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Hence the prophet charges this as one caufe of their national 
__ deftru€tion. Here then it is undeniabl evident that Gop hime 


felf eftablifhes that. diftin@ion pleaded for; and ’tis therefore 
moft’ wicked to aflert, as Seceders do, that it is altogether 
groundlefs and abfurd. Again, this text difcovers, that all 
aings that are fet up and acknowledged by civil fociety, are not 
agreeable to the preceptive will of Gop, or, as fuch, approved by 
him, as they have falfely alerted: For here the Lorn declares, 
that U/rael had fet up kings that were not agreeable to his precept: 
Armd the charge refpeéts their authority, the very deed of contti- 
tution. To faysthen, that all providential magiftrates are alfo 
Preceptive, is direétly to give the Gon of truth the lie. More- 
over, this plainly intimates, that all-fuch providential magiftrates 
#5 are not fet up in agreeablenefs to the precept, are difallowed 
and condemned by Gop, and therefore Gop commands to put 
away the carcafes of fuch kings, as, becaule of the blind conient 
of civil fociety, were Httle better than adcred by the people ; 
fizek. xiii 9. & That he might dwell in the midft of them for 
‘© ever 5” and therefore he declaes it the fin, and fo the caufle of 
the people’s ruin, as in the above text: And alfo in Hof. v. v1. 
“* Ephraim is opprefied ;--2---becaufe he willingly walked after 
the commandment, deliberately and implicitly followed ever 
wicked ruler fet up by civil fociety. It is but a perverting and 
abufing the above text, to plead that it is only a condemnation 
of J/rael, for not confulting the Lorp in making choice of their 
kings, but no condemnation of them for fetting them up, and ac- 


knowledging them, in contradiétion to the Lorp’s choice, as “a 


plainly laid before them in. his preceptive will. And it is very 
contradictory, to acknowledge it a fin, ’not to confult Gop, and 
“yet to.affert’that ic is a matter of indifferency as to the validity 
ot their office, whether his counfel be followed or not, which it 
mult be, if, as their principle bears, the being of the magiftrate’s 
office and authority is equally good and valid, when contrary, as 
when agreeable to the commanding willof Gop. But if,iag is 
granted, it be a fin not to confult Gop in the choice of magi- 
ftrates, it mult needs be a great ageravation thereof, after..con- 
julting him, to reject and contemn his counfel, and openly con- 
tradict his pofitive command, by conftituting kings in oppoGtion 
to his declared will, which is evidently the fin charged upon 
Hrael, and the reafon why he dilclaims all fuch; and therefore, 
according to that known and approved tule, that wherever any 
fin 1s forbidden and condemned in f{eripture, there the contrar 

duty is commanded and commended ; it follows, that the fetting 
up of rulers, in oppofition to the exprefs command of Gon, 
being here condemned, the contrary duty is commended, namely, 
a sifowning of all fuch ‘Tulers; for, if it be a fin to fet. up 
Tulers, and not by Gop, it muft alfo be a fin to acknowledge 
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them when fo fet up, in regard it is a continuing in, and ap- 
proving of the fin of that wicked erection ; altho’ fuch an ac- 
knowledgment may indeed be agreeable to their principle, which 
gives to the creature a prerogative above the Creator. From the 
whole it may already appear, what reafon the prefbytery have for 
teftifying againlt Seceders, for maintaining fuch a corrupt doctrine; 
a doétrine, which they very jaftly acknowledge (?..87,) cannot 
be eftablifhed, but by the overthrow of this diftintion between - 
the providential. ‘and preceptive will of Gop); a diftinGion, that 
as they fhall never be able to overturn by all their impotent and 
impious attacks; fo it will ftand to all ages as a ftrong bul- 
wark, inviolably defending the truth here contended for by the 

prefbytery.. 9" hy eee ! 

 4thly, ‘The prefbytery teftify againft this antigovernment prin- 
ciple of the Secefion, as being contradi€tory to, and inconfiftent 
with the reformation principles, and covenantcd obligations, 
whereby thefe nations, in agreeablenefs to the law of Gon, 
bound themfelves to maintain all the ordinances of Gop in 
their purity, according to their original inftitution in the fcrip- 
tures of truth. The feceding fcheme, (as has been noticed 
formerly,) is, that whomfoever the bulk of a nation, or body 
politic, fet up, and providence proves aufpicious and favourable 
to, is the lawful magiftrate, to be owned and fubmitted to for 
confcience fake. The inconfiftency of which tenet with refor- 
mation principlés, may appear from viewing and comparing 
therewith the coronation oath, “fames VI. Parl. 1. cap. 8. 
where it is’ ordained as a condition, /ine qua nom, that all kings, 
princes, and magiftrates, {hall at their inftalment folemnly {wear 
‘to maintain the true religion of Jesus CHRiIsT, and oppofe all 
falfe religions. So alfo Fames Vi. Parl.i. cap. oth. which or- 
‘dains, that no perfon may be a judge or member of any court 
‘that profeffeth not the true religion. Alfo Charles 1. Parl. 2. 
: Sef: 2d. Ad 14 it is ordained, that before the king be admitted 
to the exercife of his royal power, he thall give fatisfaQion to 
the kingdom anent the fecurity of religion: And fo the fame 
parliament, A «sth, 1649, exprefs themfelves (referring to the 
coronation oath above mentioned): ‘‘ The eftates of parliament. 
‘© judging it “neceflary, that the prince and people be of one 
* perfect religion, appoint, that all kings and princes. who fhall 
“ reign or bear rule within this realm, thall at the receipt -of 
«¢ their princely authority,-folemnly fwear to obférve in. their 
own perfons, and to preferve the religion, as it is prefently 
eftabiithed and profefled. And they ordain, that before the 
king’s majefly who now is, or any of his fucceffors, thal] be 
admitted to the exercife of his royal pow-r, he fhall, by and 
attour the forefaid oath, declare by his foicmn oath, under.his 
hand and feal, his allowance of the national covenant, and 
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“ and of the folemn league and covenant, and obligation to 
“ profecute the ends thereof in his ftation and calling ; and that 
“he thall confent, and agree .to a€ts of parliament, enjoining 
** the folemn league arid covenant, and fully eftablithing ‘ prefby- 
“( teriau government, the dire€tory for worthip, confeffion of 
“* faith, and catechifms approven by the general aflembly of this 
“ kirk, and parhament of this kingdom ;—and that he fhall 
“* obferve thefe in his own practice and family ;—and fhall never 
“make oppolition to any of thefe, or endeavour any change 
‘* thereof.’ Likeas, the eftates of parliament difcharge al! the 
<* lieges and fubyetts of this kingdom to procure or receive from 
‘bis majeftyany commiflions or gifts whatfomever, until his 
‘© majefty fhall give fatisfa€tion, as faid is, under the pain of 
“t being cenfured in their panies and eftates, as the parliament 
*€ thal] judge fitting. And if any fuch commiffions cr gifts be 
‘¢ procured or received by any of the fubjets before fuch fatis- 
‘* faction, the parliament declares and ordains all fuch, and all 
‘‘ that fhall follow thereupon, to be void and null.” And the 
fame feffion, 4é 26th, it isin dhort ordained, that none fhall bear 
any place. of public truft in the nation, but fuch as have the 
qualifications Gop requires in his word. Thus, in the pre- 
fatory part of the att, they fay, ‘* The eftates of parliament 
‘* taking into confideration, that the Lorp our Gop requires, 
“* that fuch as bear charge amongift his people, fhould be able 
“men, fearing Gon, hating covetoufnels, and dealing truly; 
s* And that many of the evils of fin and punithment, under 
‘* which the land groans, have come to pafs, becaufe hitherto 
‘* they have not been fofliciently provided and cared for,” Se. 
{And afterwards in the flatutory part), * Do therefore ordain, 
“* that all fuch as fhall be employed in any place of power and 
** truft in this kingdom, thall not only be able men, but meu of 
“ known affeCtion unto, and of approved fidelity and integrity 
‘in the caufe of Gon, and of a blamelefs chriftian converfation,” 
rc. Tothe fame purpofe, 411th, Parl.2d, Sef. 3d, entitled, 
i for purging the army + See alfo the coronation oath of Scotland, 
as fubfcribed by Charies I. at Scoom, 1650. Al which, and many 
other fundamental laws of the like nature, made in time of re- 
formation, fhew the principles of our reformers to have been quite 
different from thofe of Seceders anent civil government : And 
that to coniftitute lawful magiftrates, they mutt of neceflity have 
{cripture and covenant qualifications, befides the confent ‘of the 
people. With what face then can they pretend to have adopted 
afeftimony for reformation principles, and to be of the fame 
Principles with our late reformers? ‘fhe vanity of this pretence 
will fusther appear, by comparing their principles with the felemn 
league and covenant, with every article of which they are in- 
confiftent. They profefs the moral obligation of the’covenants, 
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and. yet at the fame. time. maintain the law fplnete: of every provi- 
dential government, whether popifh or prelatic, if fet up by the 
body politic. But how oppefite this to the fir/ article, obliging 
conftantly | to endeavour the prefervation of the reformed religion : e 
Can it be confiftent therewith, to commit the government of the 
nations to a {worn enemy of the reformation? or, with that 
fincerity. which becomes the profeflors of Curist, to plead the 
lawfulnefs of an authority raifed upon the overthrow .of the 
reformed religion? No lefs oppofite is it to the /econd article, 
which obliges, and that without refpedt of perfons, to endeavour 
the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy,——-to maintain and plead for 
the lawfulees of that which eftablifheth or fupporteth Prelacy or 
Popery'in the nations. This apptars rather like a fincere. en- 
deavour in them to promote whatever is contrary to found doc- 
trine, and the power of true godlinefs ; and that, becayfe an 
apoftate people approve thereof, contrary to Excd. xxiii. 2. 
‘Thou fhalt, not follow a multitude to do evil.” Again, the 
third article binds to. preferve the rights” of parliaments, and 
liberties of the kingdoms, and the king’s g authority in the preferv- 
ation and defence. of the true religion. But how inconfftent is 
it therewith, to own and defend an authority | that, in its conftitu- 
tion and habitual feries of adminifration, i ig deftru€tive of alk 
thefe precious and valuable interefts?. It is full of contradiétion, 
and a mocking both of Gon and the world, to pretend to own. 
and defend the deftroyers of the true religion, in the defence’ of, 
relipion, as Scceders do in their mock acknowledgment of fuch as 
are fworn.to maintzin Prelacy, y oppolition to the reformed 
religion... The con‘radiCtorinefs of this principle of theirs to the 
fourth axticle, needs no difuftration: Again, the owning of an 
authority, which is reared up, and ftands upon the footing of the: 
deftruGion of the covenanted union, and uniformity of the. 
nations in religion,.can never be confiftent with the ff) ardicle,, 
which’ binds, to an endeavouring, that thefe kingdoms may re- 
main conjoined in that firm covenanted union to all pofterity.. 
Io like. manner, as the /xt@ article obliges to a defending of all. 
that enter into that league and cove want, and never fulfer our-, 
{elves to ue divided, and 2 eas eh ions to the contrary parts 
it muft be a manifeft contradiCtion thereto, not only to demi 
fuch as are enemies to that covenant, but even in their oppofition 
thereto, - And it is a making ‘defection to the contrary part, and 
from that caufe and covenant with a witnefs, to plead the lawful- 
nefs of the national conflitution, which is élablithed upon the 
ruing of a covenanted work of reformation, as Seeders do; whofe 
Ronicige and pradtice, in oppofition to what is prefeiled i in. the 
concluGon ‘of the covenant, as well.as what. was the very defign of 
entering into it, is, inflead of going before others, in the example 
of a real reformation, a corrupting of the nations mere and more, 
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ise going before them in the real apoftaty and defedtidn’ from 
the refotmation, fo folemnly fworn to be maintained in this 
covenant; and a teaching. of them to ‘appoint themifelves a cape 
tain, to return to their antichriflian bondage. — 

“Upon the whole, as the prefbytery ought to “teftity, againg 
this new/{cheme of principles, refpecting the ordinance of. magi- 
{tracy ; they therefore, upon all the grounds formerly iaid down, 
did and hereby do declate, teftify againft, and condensin the fame, 
as whatis, indeed, anew and dangerous principle, truly antigo- 
“vernment, introdudtive of anarchy and confufion, of apoflafy 
and defeétion from the covenanted work of reformation, the 
principles by which it was carried on and maintained, and.acts and 
laws, by which it was fenced and eftablifhed ; and that; is flatly 
oppofite to, and condemned by the word of bine revelation, in 
many éxprefs and pofitive precepts and. approved examples, a- 
gxeeable thereto, as wall as by our fofcita national covenants, 
founded upon, and agtgc able to the faid word of divine revela- 
tion.: And finally, let this be further obferved, that as it was.a 
beautiful branch of our glorious reformation, that the. civil go- 
vernment of this nation was modelled agreeable to the word of 
Gop 3 and that the right of regal government wad conftituted, 
bounded and fixed by an unalterable law, confonant to the word 
of Gon, and {worn to be inviolably preferved both by king and 
people: So the Affociute brethren, by their do€trine on this head, 
-which is inconfiftent with our uncontroverted eftablifhment, aad 
fundamental laws, excluding from the throne all Papiits and 
Prelatifts; have countera€ted a moft important point of the. cove- 
nanted reformation, and opened a wide door to facobitifm, — For, 
if every one is bound to acknowledge implicitely any government ’ 
in faét, that prevails: Then, if a party in thefe. nations » ihonid | 
rife up, and fet a Popi/b pretender on the throne, accor, ing to 
"their doctrine, all fhould be obliged to be fabjé@ to him; a and it. 
would be finful to impugn the lawfulnefs of his authority, ¢ altho’ 
being Popifh, he is deftitute | of the effential qualifications % 
required of a king, not only by the word of Gop, but the na- ‘ 
tional conftitution and laws, in order to make him a lawful fove-. 1 
reingn to thefe nations. 

2dly, The prefbytery teflify againit the Afociate Prefbytery, now | 
called Synod, for their wronging, perverting and mifapp!ying the. 
bleffed fcriptures of truth in many texts, in order to fapport. 
their erroneous tenet; namely, That the word of Gop requires 
no qualifications as effential to the being of a lawful Chriftian © 
niagiftrate ; butthat whofocver are fet up, and while they con-, 
tinue to be acknowledged by civil feciety, are lawful magiftrates. 
though deftitute of fcripture qualifications, and a€ting in a: mag 
nifeft Cpp&tion to the revealed will and lawof Gob... 

“The ‘texts of {eripture ufed by them, do prove this phicrall 
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-propofition, wiz. “That it is the duty re the people of Gon to 
obey and fubmit to lawful rulers in their lawful commands; and 
that it is utterly unlawful and finful to oppofe fuch lawful authori- 
ty. But none of thefe texts quoted by them, prove, that it is 
the duty of the people of Gop, biefled with the knowledge of 
his revealed will, to fubmit to, and obey for confcience fake, an 
authority that is finful, and oppofite to the revealed will of Gon, 
both in its conftitution and general courfe of adminiftration : Nor 
do they prove, that a prelatical, eraftian or Popith government, 
is a lawful government, either exprefsly, or by right of neceflary 
confequence, over a people, who either do, collectively confider- 
ed as achurch and nation, or are bound to profefs all the parts, 
of the true religion, and to maintain all the divine ordinances in 
their purity: Nor do they prove, that any can be lawful rulers 
over thefe Chriftian and covenanted nations, who want the effen- 
tial qualifications required by the word of Gop, the covenants, and 
fundamental laws of the kingdoms: Or that it is finful in the peo- 
ple of Gop, to fay fo much, in teftifying againit the joint and na- 
tional apoftafy from Gop, and the purity of religion.—-——Par- 
ticularly, 

The /irft text they adduce is Prov. xxvi. 21.‘ My fon, fear 
thou the Lorn and the king, and meddlenot with them that are 
given to change.” It is granted that this {cripture enjoins all thofe 
duties that, in a confiftency with the fear of the Lorn, a people 
owe to their rightful kings. But nothing can be more abfurd, 
than to extend thecommand to all that bearthe name of kings, who 
are acknowledged by a nation as kings ; and while they do fo own 
them, though their conftitution fhould be moft antichriftian, and 
they juftly chargeable with unparallelled evils, not only in their 
private character, but in their public conduct ;_ be they idolaters, 
adulterers, blafphemers, fabbath-breakers, cticry. invaders, 
and avowed ufurpers of thethrone, crown and {ceptre, and incom- 
municable prerogatives of CurisT, the Glorious King of Zron, fet- 
ting themfelves in the temp!e Gon, andexalting themfelves above 
~ that 1s called Gop, by difpenfing with his laws, and, in 
place thereof, fubftituting their own wicked laws, whereby 
they eftablith iniquity, and enjoin, under fevere penalties, the 
profanation of the name, day and ordinances of the Lorn. This 
command mutt certainly be underftood in a confiftency with the 
duty and character of one that is refolved to be an inhabitant of the 
of the Lorn’s holy hill, P/a/. xv. ‘* In whofe eyes a vile perfon 
_* 48 contemned.”’ It mite be confiftent with the fear of the Lorn, 
which can ftand very well with a fearing and honouring all who 
are really kings ; but a flat contradiction thereto, to fear every 
vile perfon, becaufe it is the will of civil fociety to fet him up 


in the character of king. ‘Till therefore Seceders prove either 


that kings SG Gade no obligation, to obey the law of Gop them- 
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ation, that all who differ from thvir opinion, , do likewife de- 
part from the fear of the Lorp, is but a furth 
their abufe of {cripture, while it is at t 
jee. Mr. Knox's hiflory, P. 422, ift- Book of difcipline, Cap. iy 
A fecond text abufed, for fupporting their forementioned principle, 
8 Eccl. x. 4. Tf the fpirit of the ruler rife up againft thee, 
‘* leave‘not’thy place, for yielding pacifieth great offences.” Ag 
formerly, fo here they aflert, that this text refers to any rulers pre- 
fently acknowledged by the civil fociety, and that the rifing ofthe _ 
ruler’s fpirit muft be underftood as groundlefs, and fo finful, and: 
neceflarily comprehends any wrath or wrong that a fubje&t may 
meet with unjuftly at the ruler’s hand, upon perfonal or religious 
accounts. ‘That yet, notwithftanding, the fubje& (in the ufe of 
"lawful endeavours for his own vindication,)——muft continue in 
fubje@tion and obedience tothe ruler, in lawfulcommands, while . 
the civil {tate continues to acknowledge him; and ‘this, as the 
only habile mean of convincing the ruler of his error, and pre- 
venting further evils, Nl, ee Ay gall 
But, as the reafon which they there alledge, does not neceffari- 
ly conclude and prove this tifing of fpiritin the ruler to be finful ; 
fo the whole of their explication and glofs built upon it, is invali- 
dated ; "and, moreover, 1s a condemnation of the principles and 
practice of our reformers, and fufferers for the caufe and truths 
of CurisT, in the late times, when they left their place of fub- 
jection, and took up arms in defence of their religion, liberties 
and lives, | gto ime 9 
_ Their explication is alfo felf-inconfiftent ; For if this rifing of © 
{pirit neceffarily comprehends any wrath, or wrong, on perfonal 
Or religious accounts ; then there muft be a yielding, or keeping — 
the place of fubjection, not only in lawful commands, but in all 
matters, whether lawful or not; otherwife, this yielding: cannot 
be fuppofed to anfwer the end deGgned: For though a fubject — 
fhould yield in ail other particulars, yet, unlefs he alfo yields in 
that particular, on which the rifing of the ruler’s {pirit is ground-_ 
-¢d, his yielding cannot pacify the ruler’s wrath. So allthe fub- 
jection, they contend, the fufferers gave, particularly, in the be- 
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fo have vaciied the Pale s wrath. It is st a mere thift to ay a 
world, that itis only in lawful, matters ‘they are to yield, the yield: 
ing muft furely correfpond to the rifing of fpirit fpoke of: But 
with fuch deceitful thifts are they forced to cover over a dodtrine, 
which, if prefented in its native drefs, would not meet with fuch 
ready reception. But in oppofition to their ftrained interpretation 
of the text, by the ruler muft be underitood a lawful ruler, who 
is the minifterof Gon for good, one who has not only moral. a- 
bilities for governme t, but alfo a right to govern.. And asa 
fubject may be keeping his place of - fubjedtion toa righteous rul- 
er, and yet be guilty, in his private or public character, of «what 
gives juft offence, and occafions the ruler’s {pirit juftly, and fo 
not finfully, to rife againft him: Thus, one, may be guilty. of 
many criminal mifmanagements in the difcharge of his public 
trufi, guilty of profaning the name of Gob, or his day, or of 
_ riot, exceffive drinking, Gc. without having any. thought of caft- 
niet off the authority of hisruler. So, whena perfon has hereby 
u revoked the fpirit of his ruler, this divine precept teaches the 
“party ‘offending, not to aggravate his offence, by attempting 

(though able) to make good his part, or rebel againft his fovercign, 
but to yield, to acknowledge his guilt and trefpa(s, and to. fub- 
mit to fach punifhments as the lawful ruler hall jutly infli@, ace 
cording to the degree arid quality of the offence ; whereby only, 
the ruler will be fatisied.  Agreeable to this, is that parallel text, 
Ecclef, viii. 2. 3. “ 1 counfel thee to keep. the king’s command- 
“ment, and that in regard of the oath ef. Gop: Be. not hafty 
6 to, gO. out of his fight; ftand not in an-evil thing.” On the 
whol sy it muft bed great abufe of fcripture, to wrett a divine pre- 
cept, “which directs fubjects to fubmir to fuch punifhments as their 
_Jawful rulers thall juftiy lay them under for their offences, to 
the fupport of this antifcriptural notion, wa, that. every wicked. 
perfon, whom the majority of a nation advances to the {upreme. 
rule, is the minifter of Gop, to whem obedience is due, under 
pain of eternal damnation, as is. done with this text. | e,, 

A third {cripture, perverted to fupport the above principle, is Luke 
xx. 25. “ Render therefore to Ca/ar the things which be Cz/ar’s, 
‘Cand unto Gop the things which be Gon’s.” From this Seceders 
firongly imagine to fortify their caufe. But froma jut view of 
the text, it will appear, that the asifwer given by: Curis T,/con- 
tains no acknowledgment of Cafar’s title to tribute, or of his au- 
thority as lawful. It_is beyond:doubr, that the queftion was cap- 
tidus, and that the defi gm of the Scribes and Pharifeesy in’ proé 
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pofing it to CurisT, was to have him enfnared in his words. 
This they thought themfelves fure of, whether he fhould anfwer 
pofitively or negatively. For if pofitively, and fo recognife and 
acknowledge Ce/ar’s title, then they would have occafion to ac- 
aufe him to the people, asan enemy to the laws, liberty and ho- 
nour of the Fewi/b nation. ‘This is evident from ver. 26. where 
it is faid, * and they could not take hold of his words before the 
people.” And then, if he fhould deny, that it was lawful, they 
would have an opportunity or pretence of delating and delivering 
him to the Roman governor, as. an enemy to Ce/ar. They feem, 
_ however, to have been confident, that he who taught the way of 
Gop in truth, without regard to any, would never inculcate it as 
a duty for them, to give tribute to Ce/ar, fubjeCtion to whom, as 
their lawful governor, for confcience fake, was fo contrary to the 
divine’ law given to the Jews, refpecting their magiftrates; and 
if fo, they would not mifs of fufficient accufation againft him. 
But here infinite wifdam fhone forth, in giving fuch an anfwer, 
as declared their wifdom to be but folly, and at once difappointed 
all their malicious hopes ; an anfwer which left Gefar’s claim uns 
refolved, asto any pofitive determination, whether it belonged to 
him or not. The queftion isin dire€t terms. Our Lorp does 
not directly anfwer to the queftion, in the terms propofed by the 
wicked fpies. He neither exprefly fays it is lawful or unlawful to 
pay it, but gave his anfwer in fuch terms, as they could not from 
it form an accufation againft him, either to the people, or tothe 
governor Hein general teaches to give Ce/ar all things, that, 
by the law of Gon, were due to him; at the fame time enjoin- 
ing them, that, under pretence of giving to men their demands, 
they rob not God of what was his due, namely, a confcientious 
regard to’all the laws he had given them, and univerfal obedience 
to all his’ commands, without regard to perfons of any ftation. 
And it is certain, that Ce/ar was a proud, afpiring, idolatrous and 
bloody ufurper, (like the king of Bsbylon, Hab. ii. 5- for which 
caufes the Lorp denounccs fearful wrath and judgments againft 


him, Hab. ii. 7, 8, to 14.) having no other Tight to the mofé | 


part of his dominions, than the Lorn’s providential difpofal, 
which fometimes makes “ the tabernacles of robbers profper ;—— 
“ito whofe hand Gop bringeth abundantly,” Fob. xii. 6. 
‘© Ano for their fins, gives Facob to the fpoil, and J/rae/ to the 
“* robbers ;” Jf. xlii. 24.‘ And giveth power to the beaft, to 
** continue forty and two months, and to have power over all—— 


“nations :” “Rev. xiii. 5. 7: So that, by looking into the di- — 


vine law, which determines every one’s due, according to their juft 
character, and of which they could not be ignorant, they might 
fee, that he had a juft title to all that was due to an ufurper, i- 
' colater and murderer,___That the Fewi/b coin did bear Ca/ar’s 
image, could be no evidence of his being their lawful fovereign, 
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feeing it is moft common for the greateft ufurpers and tyrants to 
ftamp their image upon the coin of the nations they tyrannize over. 


_ And though it be granted, that the Jews had, by this time con- 


* 


fented to Ca/ar’s ufurpation, yet that could not legitimate his ti- 


‘tle, nor warrant their fubjection to him for conicience fake, fee- 


ing they could not confent to his authority, but in exprefs contra- 
diction to the many plain and pofitive {cripture precepts, given by 


Gop untothem, as has been feen above. Itis therefore violence 


done the text, (as alfo oppofite to the fentiments of fome eminent 


divines on the place) to fay, that it contains a command to pay tri- 
bute to Cefar; and it would appear, from Luke xxtii. 2. that the 
Jews themfelves did not underftand it fo. It may be further ob- 
ferved, that this is not the only inftance, where our Logp, in in- 


_ finite ‘wifdom, declined to give direct. anfweré to the enfnaring 
queftions of his malicious’ enemies. See Jobn viii. from ver. 3. 


to 12. Matth. xxi. from ver. 23. to 28. Fobn xviii. 19) 20; 21. 
where are queftions of a fimilar nature propofed with the fame hel- 
lith intention, and all anfwered by him in like manner. In every 
one of which, Seceders might on as good ground, as in the an- 
{wer to the queftion anent tribute, fay that Curist did fhift and 
diflemble the truth. But the leaft infinuation of fuch a charge 
cannot be made from any of .thefe anfwers, ‘without, the Een 
blafphemy. 

A fourth text ufed by them for maintaining their erroneous 


{cheme, is Rom. xiii. 1. to 8. Without animadverting upon e- 


very part of their explication of this place of holy writ, it is fuf- 
ficient to obferve, 1/2, That the power here fpoken of by the apo! 


tle, is not a phyfcal but a moral power ; a power that is lawful and 
warranted, in regard of matter, perfon, title or inveftiture: A 


legitimacy in every of thefe mult go to the making of a moral 
power; and an illegitimacy in any of thefe, is an illegitimacy in 


_the very being and conftitution, and fo a nullityto the power as 
“moral, a making it of noauthority As the text fpeaks only of 


‘this oral power, fo it excludes every unlawful power: (See Mr. 


Gee on magiftracy, on this text.) 2dly, That the deing of Gon, 
or the ordination of Gon here {poken of, is not.a being of Gop 
providentially only, but fuch a Seine of Gon, ascontains in it his 
inftitution and appointment, by the warrant of his law and pre- 


cept; fothat the magiftraies to. whom the apoftle enjcins ebedi- 


ence, are fuch as are fet up according to the preceptive ordinati- 
on and will of Gop, as is evinced not only by the author referred 
to above, andother divines, but what fufficiently appears from the 
context, where the fubjeCtion enjoined, and refiftance forbidden, 
with their refpeCtive reafons, are what can only be fpoken with 
refpeet to powers ordained by the preceptive will of Gop. A- 
gain, by confidering the office and duty of the powers, and. the 
end of their ordination, as defcribed, ver.°3 4. which by no 
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| Means agree to any but thofe moral ‘powers ordained by the pre- 
ceptive will of God, it appears a manifeft abufe of this text, to 
apply to every one advanced by providence to thie place of fupreme 
Tule, not only without any regard, but in direct oppefition to the 
preceptive will of Gon. Tris moft abfurd, and felf-contraitice 
tory in profeffed teftimony-bearers for a covenanted reformation, | 
fo apply this text in a way of pleading the lawtu'nefs of an eraf. 
tian antichriftian conftitution, that is deftitute of all thefe qualie 
fications already mentioned, (and always included in the feriptu- 
ral definition of a lawful magiftrate, ) as neceflary to conftitute ‘a 
moral power, viz. in regard of matter, perfon, title or inyefti- 
ture, &c. But for the power which they fo zealouily preach for, 


the matter is unlawful, being eraftian; partly civii, partly ecclefi- 


atic, by the united conftitution. “The perfon Invetted with thig 


iupreme power, is one who is declared incapable by the funda- 
mental laws and covenanted conititution of the nations: The 
manner of inveftiture, and terms on-which the crown is held, are 
finful; the conftitution being in an immediate oppofition to the 
unalterable éonftitution of the kingdom of the Meffias, and found- 
ed on the deftruétion of the covenanted reformation. And it may 
be added, that’ it is unlawful, as to the exercife and application 
©f it, which has been all-along in oppofition to alP¢rue religion, 
and a grievous oppreflion of the church, the kingdom of CurisT,, 
in.the liberties thereof. And it muft be fo ; for the tree muftbe 
made good, before the fruit can be fuch, By all which it appears< 
there isa nullity in the power as moral, being fo very oppofite to 
the revealed will of Gop. And from what is faid, it is obvious. 
that this feripture gives ne countenance to their corrupt feheme, _ 
but furnifhes with ftrong arguments againfit. | aya 

A: fifth {criptare adduced, is Titus iii, 1, 66 Put them in 
“* mind to be fubje€t to principalities and powers,” €s%¢, As Se~ 
ceders apply ‘this text to the fame purpote, and exolain it inthe | 
fame manner as they have done thofe others above mentioned, fo 
what is already {aid, is fufficient to diicover the deceit of theirufe 
and explication thereof. The powers and magiftrates the apof- | 
tle requires fubjection to, are only fuch as are fo in a moral fenfe ; 
none but fuch as are accounted powers and magiftrates in 
the fenfe of the text: ‘The apofile muft mean the fame powers 
herey which he deferibes in Rom. xiii. I, 2, 3, Sc. otherwife 
he contradi@s himfelf, which muft not be admitted; and the 
powers he there fpeaks of, are moral powers, i.e. fuch as have 
not only proper abilities for government and rule, but alfoa Tight of. 
conftitution, impowering them to ufe their abilities for that pur-. 
pofe.» How can one be expected or faid to be the minz er f Gon. 
or good, or a terror to evil doers, and a’ praife to them that do well, if ° : 
he is fo difpofed and inclined, as to love that which is evil, and 
hate that which is good, and fo actually is a praife to evil doers,’ 
. ¢ and aterror tofuch as do well ? To fuppofe any fuch thing, isto o- 
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The /aft text ufed by them, is 1 Pet. ii. 13 to 17. the import 
of which, they fay, is, that ail who have a conftitwion by con- 
fent of the civil fociety, are to be fubjected to for the Lornp’s. 
- fake, as having an inftitution from him: And that however fel- 

dom they were inclined or employed in difcharge.of the duties pro- 
per to their office. It may fuffice to obferve, that while the apoftle _ 
is here fpeaking, as in the above texts, of moral powers, as above _~ 
defcribed, it is evident, that by every ordinance of man,can only be 
meant the different kinds and forms of civil government, and go- 

vernors fet. up by men, to every one. of which the apoftle exhorts 

toa fubmiflicn, providing, that inthe fetting up of thefe, they acted 
‘agreable to the general laws and rules appointed by Gop in his 

word, both refpecting the conftitution of government, and qualifi- 
‘cations of governors. ‘Then, as they bear the ftamp of divine an- 
thority, they were to be fubmitted to for the Lorp’s fake. But 

what manifeft abufe of fcripture is it, to alledge with them, that 

the infpired apoftle exhorts to {ubmit to every monfter of iniquity, 

if only fet up by the civil fociety, though perhaps guilty of a. 
_number of crimes, that by the law of Gop, and laws of - men 

founded thereon, are punifhable by a fevere death? Sure, fuch 
can never have a title to that obedience which is due to the or- 
dinance of Gop, who have not fo much asa title to live upon the 
earth. Moreover, let it be confidered, that in the above cited texts, 
the {pirit of Gon enjoins either that obedience and fubjection that 
is due to lawful magiftrates, or that fubjeCtion only, which is for a 
time, by an extraordinary and {pecial command, fuch as 7er..xxix. 
7- given to conquerors and ufurpers, having no right but what is 
providential. If the firft, then they cannot intend any but thefe 
moral powers, who are faid to be of Gop, in refpeét of his ap- 
probative and preceptive will. If the laft, then thefe texts are 
not the rule of obedience to lawful rulers, who are fet up qualifi- 
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ed, and govern according tothe law of Gop. But that thefe texts 
can only be underftood of the firft, is evident from this, that in. 


them, not only is the office, duty and end of the civil magiftrate , 


as particularly defcribed, as the obedience and fubje€tion com- 


manded ; but the one is made the foundation, ground and reafon | 


of, and infeparably connected with the other And therefore it’ 
was, that the renowned witnefles for Curis and his intereft, con- 
tended fo much for reformation in the civil magiftracy and ma- 
giftrate, in an agreeablenefs to the original inftitution of that or- 
dinance, and endured fo great oppofition on that account. 

To conclude this: As it is evident thefe texts give no counte- 
nanceto thecorrupt fcheme of Seceders, but always {uppofe the power, 
to which fubjection and obedience for confcience fake is injoined 
to be lawful, in regard of matter, perfon, title, €o'c. So the pref- 
bytery cannot but teftify againft them for perverting and wrefting 
the {criptures of truth, to a favouring of their anarchical and anti- 
{criptural tenet, and for their fo fliffly and tenacioufly pleading for 
avowed apofyfy and defeCtion (which is the feope and amount 
of their deciared {cheme of politics,) vis that itis lawful for pofte- 
rity toturn backto where their forefathers were giving up with many 
precious truths, and further attainments in reformation, valuable 
and neceflary, acquired at the expence of much Zeal, faithfulnefs 
and treafure, and handed down to us, fealed by the Spirit of Gop 
upon the fouls of his people, as his work and caufe; and on pub- 
lic {caffolds and high places of the field, with the deareft blood 
of multitudes of Curist’s faithful witnefles, who /oved not their 
lives untothe death And this, in exprefs contradi€sion to the land’s 
folemn covenant engagements to the LorD, for maintaining and 
holding faft that whereunto we had attained. For, notwithitand- 
ing all the regard and deference Seceders profefs to the covenants 
and reformation principles, they are, all the while, directly plead- 
ing in defence of the famecaufe, advancing the famearguments to 
{upport it, and likewife giving the fame corrupt and perverted ex- 
plication of the above texts of fcripture, that the mercilefs and 
bloody murderers and perfecutors did, in the late tyrannous times, 
in their ftated eppofition to the caufe and intereft of glorious 
Curist, together with the indulged who took part with them, 
in oppofing the kingdom and fubjects of Zicn’s exalted king. And 
as (pity it is) Seceder’s have pleaded the caufe of malignants, and, 
rubbing the ruft from their antiquated arguments, have prefented 
them with anew !uftre: Sothe pefbytery, in oppofition thereto, 
are fatisfied to plead the fame caufe, with the fame arguments; and 
to underftand thefe fcriptures, in the fame fenfe as was done by the 
witneffes for reformation, whom the Lorp honoured to feal his 
truths with their blood, asis fufliciently confirmed from The cloud 
of Witneffes ; where their concurring teftimonies are harmoniouf- 
ly flated, upon their. difowning the authority of the then anti- 
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chriftian and. eraftian government, even when acknowledge 
ed by the bulk and body of the nation, both civil and ecclefiaitic. 


Whence allo it is evident, that the perfecution was not the caufe 


of their cafting off that authority; but that authoricy’s efluming 
and ufurping the royal prerogatives of Crist. the church’s 
Head, was the caule of their difowning it; and then their reful- 
ing to acknowledge forefaid authority, was the caufe of all their 
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34/7, The prefbytery teftify againft forefaid afociates, on aca 
count of their corrupting of the ordinance of public prayer, both 
as praChifed by their minifters, and by them enjoined upon their 
peopie; wherein, in an inconfittency with a faithful teftimony a- 
gainit the declared eneinics of the church’s head and king, they 
aif-ct to exprefs a fuperlative loyalty unto the prelatic. poffeffors 
of power, not much differing from the forms impofed upon, and 
obierved by the eraftian church. ‘The prefbytery acknowledge it 
duty to pray for ail men, in the various ftations of life, as finners 
loft, of the ruined family of Adam, ftanding abfolutely in need of a 
SAVIOUR, that they may be faved, and come to the knowledge 
of the-truth; as is enjoined, 1 Zim. ii 1, 2. The which yet 
muft not be underitood in an unlimited fenfe, but with fubmifh- 
on to the willof Gop; if they belong to the election of grace. 
Nay, they acknowledge it indifpenfible duty, as to pray, that the 
church may obtain fuch kings and queens, as fhall be nurfing fa- 
thers aud mothers, according to the LorpD’s gracious promife! 
So, when fuch are granted toe them, it istheir duty to make pray- 
ers and fupplications, in a particular manner, for them. But it 
is no leis than an abufe of fcripture, and flat contradiGtion to ma- 
ny promiles and threatenings, to extend forefaid command to eve 
ay perfon without diftin@ion whom providence advances to the 
fupreme rule over the people of Gop, in a way of acknowledg- 
ing his authority as lawful, and of praying for profperity and fuc- 
ceisto them, (as Seceders do:) To pray for fuccefs unto, and the 
continuance of wicked rulers, that are enemies tothe Lorn, and 
uiurpers of his crown,.and fuch whom the Lor, in anger a- 
gainit a people for their fins, may fend as a {pecial punifhment up-~ 
onthem, and from whom he has promifed deliverance unto his 
popie, as a peculiar blefling, is no lefs than a flighting of his pro- 
miles, and deriding of the threatenings, and in reality, a taking 
part with Gop’s enemies, againft him and his caufe.. Ag it 18 
impoflible, fincerely to pray for the coming of Curist’s king- 
dom, and advancement thereof, without alfo, as a neceflary 
mean conducive thereto, to pray for the downfal and deltruction 
of all his enemies, as fuch, whatever be their place and ftation, 
(which is not at ail inconfiftent with praying for their falvation, as 
loft finners, feeing Jesus CurisT, no lefs effectually deftroys his 
enemies, when he makesthem to bow ina way of willing fubjee- 
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tion to his {ceptre of -his law and grace, than when he breaks them 


in pieces with his iron rod of wrath :} So, how fel€-contradi@tory 


18 it in Seceders, to pray for ‘the coming of Curist’s mediatory 
kingdom ; and, at the fame time, to pray for the fuccefs ‘and pre- 
fervation of ons, in his kingly character, who, themfelves ace 


knowledge, has, in that character, made grievous encroachments 
upon the royal prerogatives of the Lorp Jesus Curtsrr, is an 


ufurper of his crown, and therefore, in that view, muft be con- 


fidered as an enemy to his kingdom. oo Rae 
That the above is no falfe charge againft Seceders, is witneffed 
by a variety of their caufes of fafting, concluding with fuch pray- 


¢ 


ere, which they have emitted, as well as by their daily practice ; 


And particularly, Antibrugher Seceders have given a late recent 


proof of this; in what they call, “A folemn warning by the A/o- 


ciate Syned, &c. Which unfaithful wariting concludes with a felfe 


contradi€tory form of prayer, enjoined. upon all under the in- 
fpeCtion of faid Synod. Among other things, they ‘ exhort all 
“* ——the people under their gin{pection, to pour out earnelt 


“' and inceflant fupplications before the Lorb, in adependance 
n | pp p 


** upon the merit and interceffion of our great High-prieft, that he 
may bring about a revival of our covenanted reformation,— 
** removing all the mountains which {land in the way; that he 
may abundantly blefs our fovercign King George, and the appa- 
rent heir of the crown,—blafting all the -plots, or efforts--of 
& whatever enemies, open or fecret,—againft the proteftant fuc- 
** cefhon to the throne of thefe kingdoms in the family of .Hanv- 


“* in this and the neighbouring ifland,—leading them to proper 
** meafures for the honour of CurisT; that he may haften the 
** enlargement of the Mediator’s kingdom,” tc, ee eer 

“ On all which, let ic faffice to obferve, 1/7, That as in no part 


Of this prayer they make any exceptions againft, fo they muft be | 


underftood therein, approving of the conftitution of the king, the 
-eftablithment and limitation of the thrones of thefe kingdoms in 
the Hanoverian family, as prefentiy by law eftablithed : And alfo, 
approving of the Briti/h and Jrifh parliaments, in their conftitas 
_ tion, as by law eftablithed, though both of them grofsly Eraftian, 
and neceffarily connected with maintaining Englifh popith cere- 
monies, the whole Engh/p hierarchy, and civil places and power 
of churckmen : in Oppofition to the word of Gon, *reforming 
Jaws, and covenanted conftitutions of the nations. Fence; 2d, 
This pattern of prayer mut be underftoodas containing earneft 
fupplication to the Lorp, that he may continue and preferve an 
eraftian conttitution, that he may ‘perpetuate the limited, fuccef- 
fion to the throne in the family of Hanover ; and that, ‘in oppofi 
tion to all attempts whatever, toward any change, however much 


ver; that he may be gracious to the high courts of parliament, 
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and revival of a ‘covenanted reformation ; and alfo, feems. to in- 
-cludea defire, that God may preferve and maintain a ‘parliament 
-in the nations, one of the houfes whereof, viz. the Houfe of 
Peers, is comipofed partiy of Airitual lone as effential members 
_thereof,—an antichriltian defignation,—a title and office not to be 
found in the book ‘of dixiie. revelation. So, 3d, This prayer 
.feems to fuppofe a confiftency betwixt the prefcrvation of all 
thefe, and the revival of a covenanted reformation in thefe lands; 
-and. alfo that they, particularly a parliament, thus Be hritian 
inits conftitution, are proper inftruments for promoting the ho- 
nour and declarative glory of CurisT ; although the prelates, 
-conitituent members therein, are a generation of men that were 
“never yet known to have a vote for Curist’s kingdom and inte- 
_reft. “And therefore, 4th, This prayer confifts of flat contradic- 
tion, (1.)) In regard the revival ef a covenanted reformation, and 
the flourithing of Cris1T’s mediatory kingdom, nationally, muft 
the attended with the overthrow of all conftitutions, civil-and ec- 
clefiaftic, that hinder and oppwfe the fame, Hag. ii. 6, 7. and _ 
Penns the down bringing of ail the enemies imaeeie from the - 
height of .their excellency. (2.) It is a contradi@tien for them to 
pray, thatthe Lorp wou'ld remove all the mountains that (tand in 
the way of the revival of our reformation 5 and yet at the fame 
-time, pray for the prefervation and continuance of a conftitution, 
‘under which (as themfelves acknowledge, Defence of their Prince, 
page sift ) * There is a mighty bar thruft into the way of our 
-** covenanted reformation, bot:hin church and flate; yea, a grave- 
& ftone i ig laid, and eftablifhed upon the fame.” (3: ) It is a fin- 
fui and giaring contradiction for’ Seceders, to rank an approbation 
ef the Englife hierarchy among our public national fins and fteps 
of defection; (as they do, Page 5 .d of their pamphiet,) and yet 
‘themfeives perfift and continue in the fame fin and guilt, homolo- 
gating and approving the antichriftian conftitution of the Britifo 
and Iri/b pariiaments, by praying (like their forefathers, in their 
fulfome addrefs to James the Papilt,) for divine illumination and 
conduct to the prelates in their civil places and power, as necef- 
fary members there, as they do in this prayer of theirs. Can fuch 
be fuppofed to be either truly fenfible of fin, or humbled for it, 
who, notwithftanding all their confeflions, ftill continue in the 
love and praétice of it? But with fuch mock acknowledgments, 
(of which a variety of other inftances might be given,) bave they 
hitherto impofed on the generation. And fo, sth, Itisa prayer, 
that in feveral parts thereof, has no {cripture warrant, no founda- 
tion in the promifes of Gon. Particularly, on what feripture 
warrant, what promife, can Seceders build their prayers for, or 
-expe@tation of the Lord’s anfwering them, by blefling an eraftian 
‘government to themfe!ves or others, which being i in its conttitution, 
contrary tothe word of Gop,—isfuch, that under it, (26 they grant, 


my 
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ibid. page 46th) a people cannot truly profper in their civil eoncerns, 
“nor be enriched with the bleflings of the gofpel? From what 
{cripture promif: are they warranted to pray, that Gop may per- 
petuate the fucceflion to the throne in any One family, and efpeci- | 
ally, when that fucceflion is circumfcribed and limited, in away 
oppofite to the laws of Gop, and mediatory kingdom of Curist ? 
and therefore, a prayer, that cannot be made in faith, and fo can- 
not de agreeable to Gon in its complex form. No perfon can 
have faith in the mérit and interceflion of Curis, for obtaining 
any thing in prayer, but what Curist has priorly merited, and 
does interceed for. But it would favour too'much of blafphemy, 
toapply fome of the particulars a'ready noticed in this form of 
prayer, to the merit and interceffion of our great High Prief. 
Sure it cannot be thought, that he makes interceflion for the profs 
perity and fuccefs of his enemies, in their ftated oppofition to his 
kingdom and intereft in this world; neither can it be confiftent 
with fidelity to Curier, as a King, for his profeffed fubjeéts to 
_ pray for it. Whata fearful trifling with Gon, in the duty of 
prayer, is itto pray, that the Lord may bring down Popery and 
Prelacy ; and next breath to pray, that the Lorp may continue, 
profper and preferve the eraftian head, and great bulwark of Pre« 
lacy ? aie hac | Pree aae | 
_ qthly, Again, the prefbytery teftify againft the affociate party for 
their treachery in covenant. “This is a fin that is in {cripture, and 
even by the common voice of mankind, declared very heinous; — 
but which, by what is already difcovered anent faid party, appears ! 
too, too juftiy chargeable upon them. It is notorious, and what 
themfelves boaft much of, that they ade “maintain the 
moral and perpetual obligation of the covenants, both the nation- 
al covenant of Scotland, and the folemn league and covenant of 
Scotland, England and Ireland, entered into for reformation and 
defence. of religion, and bringing the churches of Gop jin the 
three kingdoms to the neareft conjunétion and uniformity in re- 
Tigion, according to the word of Gop. Chey alfo doin.the — 
moft public manner profefs, that they are the only true faith-. § 
ful witneflzs for a covenanted reformation. But the: confiftency 
-offuch a profeflion with maintaining principles that are diametri- 
cally oppofite to thefe covenants, and the caufe of truth, {worn 
to in them, (as has been made evident they do,) is altogether un- 
intelligible. Is it poflisle ftrenuonfly to maintain the unlawful- 
nefs of a prelatical government abjured in the covenants, and yet 
_ at the fame time fincerely and honeitly, according to the profefion 
“Snade by the church, P/al. xliv 17. 18 to contend for the moral 
* Obligation of the covenants, and the work of reformation fworn 
to in'them ? Bur further, the necrffity of tifting up a teftimony 
azaintt Seceders, for their treachery and unfaithfulne(s in the mat- _ 
fer of ihe covenants will appear by confivering, that they, after — 
making a very folemn profeflion of renewing the national covenant.” 
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rth hich Pines: have not vay fee peed ‘bne aie im- 
pofed upon’ many honeft peopie: And this as a renewing, nay, as 
the only right way of renewing faid covenants, according — to the 
circumftances of thetimes... [hat this bond entered into by Sz 
ceders, (however good it may be, confidered in an abftradt fenfe,) 
isnot a renovation of the national.covenants, as they aflert i it to be, 
but.a treacherous and deceitful burying of thefe covenants *, as to 
their:fum and fubftance, is abundantly evident, from their induftrious 
eee out, and omitti: ng | the mot Pate Ge them out of their new 


rey to 


Seihjinis againtt ahh have omitted all the ‘particular errors and 


branches thereof exprefly contained in the,national covenant. As 
to the folemn league, of which they pretend their bond is alfo 
a renovation, there is very little of it to be found therein, as appears 


from:acomparifon of the one with the other. Thus they have 


left out that remarkable and neceffary claufe in the firft article, 
viz. ‘* againft our common enemies.”’. And, in place of en- 
deavouring to bring the churches of Gon in the three kingdoms 
to the neareft conjunction and uniformity in religion, Confeflion 


of faith, Form of church government, Directory for worthip and 


catechifing, as in faid article, there is an unintelligible claufe or 
jumble of words brought in, viz. to promote and advance our 


covenanted conjunction and uniformity in religion, juft as if that 
‘conjunétion and uniformity had a prefent exiftence (in its native 


and original ftate and form) in the three lands; when, on the 
contrary prefbytery is eftablifhed in Scotland, yet not on the foot- 
ing of the Word of Gop and the covenants, and epifcopacy is 


eftablithed in England and Ireland, in contradiCtion to the word of 


Gop, and the covenants. dly. They have kept out that ne- 


ceffary claufe in the 2d article, wiz ‘ without refpect of perfons, 
" <i oe the extirpation,” €9’c. and inftead theteol, fay; * chaps 


* By the Reveallion here wed: burying the covenants, it ié not meant 
that. ney Seceffion Bond 1s fallen to the matter and fubftance of i ‘it 3 nor 
that any perfon by approving Of this part of the teftimony is required 
to renounce any duty {worn to in faid Bond: But that all ought to be 
fenfible,. by careful comparing of this Bond with the Covenants them- 


felves, that there is plainly an overlooking, a concealing,’ and to all ap- 


pearance, a defigned hiding of various fubiftantial articles, and the 


whole of the civil part of thefe folemn public deeds from the 1 view ef 
she Seperation, Be as s ftated i in this ang the tg Paragraph, 


- 
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'SCagainft Popery and Prelacy;” where appears not only a difference: 
_ in exprefficn, bur a fubfantial, difference. | 3dly, They have. al 
fogether omitted and kept, out thei 3d. and 4th articles... 4thly 
They, have kept out that matertal and neceflary claufe in the th 
. article, viz. ** hat juftice may be done on the wilful oppofers 
‘* thereof,” in manger exprefled in the Preceding article. . cthly, 
They have lef our all the 6th article, excepting thefe words; 
“* We thall net give up ourfelves to deteftable neutrality and 
‘« indifferency ia the canfe of Gop.” And, 6thly, Uhey have 
wholly omitted that, material paragraph of the conctufion. of the 
folemn league. It is therefore evident, that the modai of. the co- 
| Wenants agreed to by Seceders, is different in fubftance, as well. as 
form, from eur anuient covenants ; fo that, under pretence of 
renovation, ihey have made anew bond. — ancy age eee 
-d renovation is a rea} burying of 


But, again, that thei r prete iy 


the covenanted reformation, appears from their overlooking, caft-. 


ing by, and keeping out the national covenant, asit was renewed 


in the year 1638, and the folemn league and covenant, as renew-_ 


edin the year 1648, and going back to the years 1580, and ag84, 
as the pattern they propofe to follow in carrying on of their co- 


. “venanted teftimony: And what can be the reafon of this? Can 
at be, becaufe Prelacy,——and the civil places and power of 
eburchmen, were, by the explication and application of -the co- 
venant, anno 1638, exprefsly and explicitly condemned, while 
_ they. were formerly only implicitly, and by way. of confequence? 


So they have at leatt, by this ftep back, both tacitly condemned | 


7 


our reformers, of giving themfelves néedlefs troudle im their ex. 
planation of the covenant, as condemning . and, abjuring Epifco- 


pacy ; and a:fo, do overlook, defpife, and difgracetuly bury at 


Many advanced fteps of reformation attained to in thefe covenant- 
ed lands betwixt 1638 and. 1649, (particularly the church of Scot- 
land’s teftimony. againit Prelacy}, in which time reformation: ar- 
Kived to a greater height of.purity than ever was attained in any 
foregoing period of this church and nation, However, whatever 
their reafons were for fo coing, that they have fo done is clear, from 
their aGt at Edinburgh, February 3d, 1743, where they conclude 
with a nota bene, lett it thouid no otherwife have been obferved 
that they do fo, and thereby declare their fin as Sodom, as if the 
publifhing of ic would make an atonement for it... JVB, Only 
“* the national covenant, as it was entered into. annis 1580, 1584, 
“¢ (withoutthe bond wherein ic was renewed anno 1638), and the 
* folemn league and covenant, (without the folemn acknowledg- 
“ ment of fins, and engagement to duties, anno 1648,) are here 
“prefixed unto the following a@, agreeably unto the de- 
“ fign of the faid a&:” And for this, they pretend the ex- 
ample of our reformers, anno 1638, who renewed the national 


covenant by a new bond, in place of that bond. wherewith it was | 
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renewed and (worn, 1590, which they omitted ;——-wherein their 
deceit and’ unfaithfulnefs is very obvious from the following ob- 
fervations: 1/f, Hereby.they have caft a mot i injurious ‘calumny 
and reproach: upon our honoured reformers, and in their pretend 
ing to imitate their practice, in renovation of the covenants, are 
guilty of a vioft dreadful and deceitful: impofition on the: “genera- 
tion; for though our reformers did renew the covenants with a 
new bond, and spethaps feldom fware them without fome addi- 
tions, yet they fever went back from any part of reformation, 
efpoufed and fworn to in the renovations that were before them, 
utider a pretence, that fuch points of reformation formerly atest, 
ed, were unfuitable, or not adapted to their circamftances, as S2- 
ceders nave done. On the contrary, our reformers, in ail the dif- 
ferent renovations of thé covenants, not only included ail that 
was formerly attained to, binding themfelves in firi&t adherence 
to all ‘the articles priorly in the oath and covenant of Gop, (at 
the fame time folemnly acknowledging allformer breaches thereof; 
and obliging: ihnemfelves, in the ftrength of grace to the ter fors | 
mance of the contrary, and confequential duties ;) but alfo, fill 
Went forward in explaining’ and more explicitly applying the co- 
venants againft the fins of their day, and more exprefsly 
binding themfelves to the oppofite duties, as is clear from the 
bond wherewith our reformers renewed the covenants 1638, and 
the folemn acknowledgment of fins, and engagement to duties, 
1648; both which the Seceders have barefacecly caft by and ex-— 
ploded i in their alledged renovation of the covenants; whereby, 
as it is manifeft that our reformers always went forward to furs 
ther degrees of reformation, fo it is no lef manifeft, that fores 
faid party, acting contrary tothem, have gone backwards. Buty 
adly, hey have not only rejected the renovation of the covenants 
by our anceftors 1638 and 1640; but even when they pretended 
to follow the renovation of the covenant, 1480 and 1581, they 
have kept out and perverted almoft the whole-of the national co- 
venants, as was already obferved; particularly, in their new. 
bond, they have'caft away the civii part of the covenants altoge- 
ther. For what reafon they do fo, is indeed hard to fay. True, 
they alledge it would be a blending of civil and religious mattere | 
‘together ;—-and that it is not proper (or competent for them, asa 
church judicatory) to meddle in thefe matters that are of a civil 
nature. But f{éeing infinite wifdom has not judged it a (finful) 
blending of civil and: religious concerns together, to deliver the 
duties both ‘civil and religious imone and the fame moral taw unto 
mankind ; itis difficult to conceive, how the people of Gon their 
binding’ themfelves ina covenant of duties «o the confcientious 
_ performance of all the duties Goo required of them in his word, 
whether eivite or Sonya) ees as to are rac i ef imme 
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diate objects, can be reputed ablending of them together ; or. 
that this has the remoteft tendency to deftroy that diftin€&tion 
which Gop in his revealed will has ftated betwixt what is imme-. 
diately civil in its nature, and what is properly religious, - This, 
therefore, is a mere groundiefspretence and evafion; and if it has. 
any force at all, as a reafon, it ftrikes againit the reformers, who. 
compiléd thefe covenants. ‘They are the proper objects at whom 
through the fides of others it thrufts; formerly, at the framing 
of fundry of their covenants, and afterwards at the renovation of 
their covenant, did it both without ‘the ecclefiattical authority, 
and alfo without, and contrary unto, yea, at the hazard of fuf-, 
fering the greateft feverities from the civil authority on that ac- 
count. And yet the ecclefiaftic judicatories of the church of Scot~.. 
fand afterwards found it competent for them, as fuch, to approve 
of thefe covenants, both as to matter and form of them, with- _ 
out branding and exploding them asa biending of matters civil 
and religious together, as Seceders have done... Again, as the co- 
venants require no other than a lawful magiftrate ; and feeing 
Seceders acknowledge the prefent as lawful, and thd€ it is their du- 
ty to be fubje& to, and fupport them as fuch, it is impofhible to 
conceive any reafon, why they have not honoured the prefent rul- 
ers with a place in their new artificial bond; unlefs perhaps this, 
that they were aware that would have been fo glaring a contradic. 
tion to thefe covenants they were pretending to renew, as would 
doubtlefs have ftartled and driven away from them a good many 
honeft people, whom. they have allured and led afide by their 
good words, and fair-fet fpeeches; and yet it is pretty obvious 
they have included the prefent rulers in their bond, and taken 
them in, in an oblique and clandeftine way, by {wearing to the © 
relative dutieg contained in the fifth commandment, feeing they _ 
acknowledge them as their civil parents. Again, as their bond is 
-fuppofed to reduplicate upon the national covenanis, and fo to | 
bind to every article in them, by native confequence, they {wear — 
_toaprelatical government; for feeing they have made no excep- 
tion in their bond, it muft be applied to no other, but the go- | 
vernment which prefently exifts ; and this, in flat contradi€tion 7 
to the covenants, by which fuch a government is abjured. So | 
that their new bond is no lefs oppofite to the national covenants, 
and.is much more deceitful, than if they had plainly and expli- © 
citly {worn allegiance to the prefent government therein ; only | 
the generality of their implicit followers do not fo readily obferve 
it. Upon the whole, bow ftrange is it, that they fhould have the 
aifurance to father their deceitful apoftacy, and wretched burying ; 
of the covenants upon our reformers, fo injurioufly totheir cha- 
xacter, and at the hazard of impofing:a heinous and bafe chear — 
upon the world, while, notwithitanding all their vain pretenfions, — 
it is undeniably evident to thofe who will impartially, and with-_ 
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out prejudice, examine the methed and order whereby our an-_ 
ceftors :enewed Gur-covenants, that in this they have been fo tar 
from following their example, that they have circCtly contradiat- 
ed the fame, and, in reality, buried much of the covenants and 
work of reformation fworn to in them. For though a people 
may very lawfully, ‘by a new bond, enlarge aud add to their for- 
mer ob.igations, that thry brought th-mfelves under ; yet they can 
never, without involving themfelves in the guilt of perjury, re- 
lax or cancel former obiiy ations by any future bond. Accordingly, 
our worthy anceftors, by ail the new bonds they annex<d to for- 
mer obligations, were fo far from attempting to loofe them- 
felves from any covenanted duty, which either they or their fathers. 
were: priorly bound unto, that they thereby fiill brought them- 
felves under ftraiter bondsto perform all their former, and even new 
obligations of duty to Gop. Burt, as fhas been difcovered, Sece~. 
ders, by their artificial bond, have caft out the very fubitance and 
fpirit of the covenants, by their rumping, and hewing them at. 
pleafure, to reduce them to the finful circumftances of 
the time: And this, in. contradi€tion to their own public 
profeffion, that thefe covenants are moral in their nature and 
binding upon thefe nations to the lateft pofterity. How furprif- 
ing is it then, that after fuch a profeflion, they dare caft.out of 
their boud the greateft parts of their covenants! Uhis is not only 
to break thefe obligations, but it isto make a public declaration, 
that different times and circumftances do free men from their obli- 
gation to keep their mott folemn vows to the Moft High. Vo this, 
as very applicable, may be fubjoined the words of Mr Ca/e, in a 
fermon relative to the covenants; ** Others have taken it, (viz. 
«* the covenant) with their own evyfions, limitations and reterva- 
“tions: Such a Jefuitica! f{pirit is got in among us, by. which 
‘* means it comesto pafs, that by that time that men have pared 
‘* off and lefr out, and put what interpretations they frame to 
** themfelves. there is little left worth the name of a covenant.” 
And, indeed, fo many are the felf-inconfiftencies and grofs con- 
tradi€tions attending this new bond, that it would have been much 
more for the honour both of the covenants, and of Seceders them- 
felves, rather never to have attempted fuch a work, than to have 
doneit in a wayof tearing to pieces our foiemn nationa! vows. 
Wherefore the prefbytery cannot but, in tefiifying againit them for 
their unfaithfulnefs, obteft all the lovers of ruth, to beware of 
joining in this courfe of treachery, and apoftafy from Gop and 
his covenanted caufe. 
bthly, Lhe preibytery teflify againft forefaid party, for theic 
unfaithfulnefs and partiality in point of teflimony-bearing to a 
covenanted work of reformation; while yet they not only profefs 
to be witneifes, but the only true and faithful contenders for the 
faid work and caufe. The juitnefs of this charge manifeftly ap- 


ide, 


pears from the fcope of their a€and teftimony, which feems ti 
be principally levelled againft the Corruptions of the prefent churcl 
jadicatories, and not equally againft theicorruptions of both churcl 
and fiate, in ayreeabicnefs to the faithful teftimonies of the Lorn’ 
people in former times, and ina conhitency with the reformation 
that was jointly carried on jn both church and ftate, and folemnly 
fworn and engaged to in the covenants. Uhey appear never to have 
fuily adopted the teflimony of the church of Scotland in her pureft 
times, when the Profeflion of the true religion was by law made a 
neceflary quaiification of every Ones that fhould be admitted to 
places of civil tru and power inthe nation. Nor are the faith- 
ful teftimonies of the valiant fufferers and contenders even unto 
death, for the precious truths of Gon in the late perfecuting pe- 


riod, as ftated ayainft both church and ftate, fully ftated and judi 


cial'y approved by them 5 much lefs have they fully adopted the 


_teftimony, as ftated againit the revolution conftitution, both: 
Civil and “celefiaitic, which they did not in their teftimony con= 
cemn as finfal; but, on the Contrary, acknowledged the civil 
conftitution lawful, notwithftanding of their complaining of fome 


defects aud omiffions therein. Of which error in the foundation, 


it may be faid, in. refpect of all the mal-adminiftrations fince, it | 


and laudable laws for true religion and right liberty, a faint de= 
claring again{ft fome omiffions cannot be accounted fufficient; ef. 
pccially, when what is thus partly complained of, is at the fame | 


time complexly extolled, as a great and glorious deliverance to the. 


church and nation. Their teftimony fnrther appears to be par- 
traland unfaithful, confidering that their feceffion was not from 
the conftitution of the revolution church, but in a Partial and ]j- 
Mited way, from a Prevailing corrup: party in the judicatories of 


that church: Upon which footing it was, that fome of greateft 


fof among them made their acceflion, after their firft feceffion, 
expretsly declaring fo much 5 whereby they have injured the true 
itate of the telimony, which the Lorp honoured his coyenanted 
Church of Scotland to bear, whichis {tated azainft all lukewarm and 
Lacdicean proteffors: as well as open enemies, andiagainft all eraftian 
iterpaticn, and feétarian invaflion on the caufeof Curist, More. 


over, their unfaithfulnefs in point of teftimony-bearing, convincing- 


putes among theisfelves, after their breach, upon the religious 


claule of fome burge{s oaths, anent the true {tate of their own tef- 
timony, whether lifted up againft the revolution eontlitution: Of 


the church, and f-ttlement of religion, or not. Had neceflary 
te : pilD i . |) \caaianene og 
and real faithfulnefs been fiudied, in ftating their tefttmony clear- 


ly and plainly again{t all the defection, and apoltafy of the day _ 
2 « > ety he é nih} 
fro a covenanted reformation, there had been no o¢cafion for - 
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fach a difpute among them. And now, when the one party have 
more openly avowed their unfaithfulnefs, in receding from almoft 

every thing that had the leaft appearance of faithfulnefs to the 
caufe and covenant of Gop, in their former teitimony, 
and profeffedly adopted the revolution fettlement, as theirs, 
acknowledging the conftitutions, both civil and “ecclefi- 
aftic, as lawful, in an open contrddi@ion to any teftimony for re- 
formation eure: The other party, to wit, Anti-burghers, have 
now indeed profefledly caft off the revolution conftitution of the 
church, (at the fame time continuing to make their partial act and 
teftimony, the bafis of their’ diftinguifhed profeflion:) But yet, 
in a confiftency therewith, and in contradiction to the covenant- 
ed teftimony of the church of Scotland, they continue to adopt the 
conftitution of the ftate, as being, foweue defeCtive, yet agree- 
able to the precept, and fo lawful. Hence, they are flill more 
partial in their teftimony, of which’ they have given a frefh and 
notable proof, in forementioned warning publifhed by them: 
Wherein though there are a variety of evils condefcended upon, 
as juft grounds of the Lonw’s controverly with the nations, yet 
there is not that faithfulnefs ufed therein, ina particular charging 
home of the feveral fins mentioned, upon every one in their dif- 
ferent ranks, as, in agreeablenefs to the word of Gop, 13 requi- 
fite to work a conviction i in every one, that they may turn from — 
their fins, and as might correfpond to the title given that ‘perform- 
ance. Thus, pafling other inftances that might alfo have been 
obferved, they juftly remark, Page 31/7, The glorious fove- 
‘© reignty of our Lorp Jresus Curist, asthe alone King and 
¢¢ TJead of his church, is fadly encroachedupon and oppoled by the 
‘© royal fupremacy, in caufes ecclefiaftical—_The king is acknow- 
‘* ledged, as fupreme head, or governor onearth, of the churches 
** of England and Ireland.—The civil fovereipn i is thus declared 
to be the head or fountain of church power, from whence 
‘¢ all authority and miniftrations in thefe churches do {pring, is 
‘© vefted with all powers of government and difcipline, and con- 
“* ftituted the fole judge of controverfies within the fame —Lhe 
‘© eftablifhed church of Scotland have a'fo, by fome particular man- 
‘* agements, fubdjected | and fubordinate their. ecclefialtical meet- 
** ings tothe civil power” But, while they acknowledge. this 
to be the fin of the church, and an high provocation againft the 
Lorp; yet, as to the particular fin of the civil power, in aflum- 
ing and: ufurping this eraftian fupremacy unto himfelf, they are 
quite filent. They have not the faithfulnefs to fay, in their warn- 
ing, to the robber of Curis, in this matter, as once the Pro- 
phet of the Lorp faidtothe King of J/rael; in another cafe, 
Thou art the man. On the. contrary, (which ‘cannot but have a 
tendency to ward off any convition of his finy thar this warning, 
ould it come into his hands, might be expeCted'to work,) they 
are guilty of the bafeit flattery, ufed by court parafites, ftiling 
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him, “© The beit of kings, of the mildeft adminiftration,” as in 
Page 13th; and acknowledge it, as a particular effet of the 
- Lorp’s goodnefs, that we are privileged with fuch an one. But 
is he indeed deferving of fuch a charaéter? better than which 
could nar be given tothe moft faichful ruler, devoting all his pow- 
er, asin duty bound, to the fupport and advancement of the 
kingdom and intereft of Jesu: Curist, ‘that everreigned Does 
he rea'ly meritiuch an encomium, who fatrilegioufly ufurps and 
wears the crown, that alone can fl urith on the head of Zion’s 
king? Andis this fuch a biefhing to the church, that an enemy 
“to her Lorp and Head rules over her? Oh! may nor the Lorp 
fay, “ i hearkened and heard, but they fpake not aright 2” 

“Gtbly, The. pretbytery teftity againtt faid feceding party, becaufe 
of the finfuinets of their terms of minifterta! and chriftian com- 
munion, as being partl ) defiruive of that liberty wherewith: 
Curt has made his pzo @ free: By which, they have both 
imp: fed upon the BU CLIES, and fhat the door of accefs unto the 
privileges of the church, upon all fuch, as, in a confiftency with 
their adherence to truth and duty, cannot accept of their un- 
warantaole reftridtions Of this—they gave early difcoveries, 
as appears from the known inftance of that notable backflider, Mr. 
Andrew GClarkfon, whom they obliged, before licence, to make a 
pudtic and folemn renunciation a his former RA es, and 
profeffion, refpeCting the coveaanted reformation * As alfo, 
their rejeCting all acceflions from his Loadicean hrerhrene where- 
in was contained an explicit adherence to the fame, until they 
did drop their. former teftimony. This blind zeal in Seceders, 
again{t a teftimony for truth in its purity, did gradually ‘increafe 

stil it hurried them on to qa more particular and formal {tating 
of their terms of communion, whereby all the free and faithful 
of ihe land weretotal y excluded from their communion, who could 
not approve of, nor fwear the band, -wheresy they pretended to: 
renew the covenants: As in their act a Edinburgh, 17443. 
wherein they did refolye and determine, That the renovation | 
€ of the naiionil covenant of Scotland, i the folemn deaguc| 


VE ae CC on arietlalty belonged to the community off : 
Old Diffenters under the pattoral infpe@tion of the Rev. Mr. Foba, 
Macmillan fenior; was educated and lived in communion with © 
them till he was above thirty years of age; during which time he 
_ wrote and publifhed a book, intitled, Plain Rea/ons, &c. fetting forth | | 
the grounds why prefbyterian Disenters refufed to hold-communion 
with the revolution church and ftate: But having no profpeét of ob- 
taining licence and“ordination among them, in regard they had then” 
no ordained minilter belonging to them but old Mr. Macmillan alone, 
"it appeared, that from a paffionate defire after thefe privileges, he left. 

his old fiends, and. made his application to the #ffodiate prs yery 
who treated him as above narrated, 


~ 
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&€ and covenant of the three nations, in the manner now a- 


' © greed upon, and propofed by the prefbytery, fha!l be the terms | 


a 
n~ 


of minifterial communion with this prefbytery, and hkewife of 
chriftian communion, in admiffion of people to fealing ordi- 
nances; ecluding therefrom, al oppofers, contemners and 
flihters of the faid renovation of our tolemn covenants.” By 
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“this «Gt Secedzrs have obliged their adherents to confent to their 


infamous burial of our national covenants with the Lorp, and re- 
formation therein {worn to, particularly, as they were renewed, 
both 1938 and 1648. And that they might fuither evidence their 
refslution to bear down the forefa’d work, they afterwards pro- 
ceeded to fubjoin unto their formula of queftions to.be put to can- 
disates before licence, and to probationers before ordination, the 
following quettion, vz. ‘* Are you fatisfied with, and do you 
‘© propofe to adhere unto and maintain the principles about the 
6 prefent civil government which are declared and maintained 
sin the Affcrite Prefeytery’s anfwers to Mr. Nairn, with their 
“* defence thereunto fubjoined ?” Whereby, in oppolition to 
their profefled endeavours for the revival of a covenanted refor- 
mation in thefe lands, they expreily bind down all their intrants 
into the office of the miniliry, to an explicit acknowledgment 
of their anti-government fcheme of principles anent the ordi- 
nance of magiltracy ; and thereby, to an acknowledging of the 
lawfuinefs of agovernment, which themfelves confefs has not 
on'y departed from, and neglected their duty of efpoufing and 
fupporting the covenanted princ:ples of this.church, but alfo op- 
pofed, contradicted and ovcithrown the glorious reformation, 
once eftablifhed in thefe nations A government, under which, 
as they profefs, the nations cannot be enriched by the bleflings of 
the gofpel; and that, becaufe it does not, in all the appurtenances 
of its conftitution and adminiftration, ran in agreeablenefs to the 
word of Gop.--By all which it appears, that altho’ they refufe for- 
maily to {wear.any oaths of allegiance to the powers in being ; yet 
they do materially, and with great folemnity, engage themfelves 
to be true and faithful to a government, under which, and while 
it ftands, they are certain, if their conceflion hold true, that they 
fhall never fee the nations flourith, either in their temporal or 
{piritual interefts. It is only needful further to obferve, that .. 
Seceders, in the terms of their comunion, by debarring from the 
table of the Lorn, all who impugn the lawfulnefs of a prelatic, _.. 
era{tian government, (as is notourly known they do,) make fub- 
jection and loyalty to fuch an authority, a neceflary, and, to them, 
a commendatory qualification of worthy receivers of the Lorp’s 
fupper, although none of thefe quairfications——required b 
Gep in his word. While (as hes been already obferved,) they, 
with the moft violent paflion, refufe to admit the profefling and 
practifing of the true religion, a neceflary qualification of lawful 
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civil rulers over a people poffeffed of, and profefling the’ true re- 


-ligien, which is in effet to deny the necéffity of réligion al- 


together as to civil ru'ers, than which nothing can be more ab- 
furd. | ‘4 why 

Lafily, Not to multiply more particulars, the prefbytery teftify 
againit the {candalous abufe, and fiaful proftitution of church dif 
cipline, and tyranny in government, whereby the forementioned 
party have remarkably fignalized themfelves; and which, tn a molt 
precipitant and arbitrary manner, they have pretended to execute 
againft fuch as have difcovered the {malleft degree of faithful- 
nefs, in endeavouring to maintain theprinciples of our reforma- 
tion, in agreeablenefs to the true ftate of the covenanted tefti- 
mony of the church of Scotland: Which has not only appeared 
in the cafe of David Le/liz, and tome others, on account of a paper 
of grievances given in to faid aflociates ; againft whom they pro- 


ceeded to the fentence of excommunication, without ufing thefe 


formalities and means of conviction required and warranted by 
the church’s Head, even in the cafe of juft offences done by any 


of the profefled members of his myftical body; or fo much as 


allowing that common juftice to the fentenced party, that might 
be expected from any judicatory, bearing the name of Prefbyteri- 
an; (though the Prefbytery are not hereby to be underftood as 
approving every ¢xpreflion contained in forefaid paper.) But 
particularly, they have given notable proof of their fixed refolu- 
tion, to bear down all jult appearances in favours of Zion’s king 
and caufe, in the cafe of Mr. Nairn once one of their number, be- 
caufe of his efpoufing the principles of this prefbytery, efpecial- 
ly, refpeting Gon’s ordinance of magiftracy, againft whom they 
proceeded to the higheft cenfures of the church, upon the foot- 
ing of a pretended !ibel; in which libel, they did rot fo much 
as pretend any immorality in praCtice, or yet error in principle, 
as the ground of their arbitrary precedure, further than his ef- 
poufing the réceived principles of this church in her beft times, 
ana what ftood in neceflary connection with fuch a profeflion ; 
Although, in adorable providence, he hath fince been left to fall 
into the practice of fuch immorality as hath juftly rendered him 
the ovject of church cenfure by this prefbytery. As alfo, in the 
cafe of Mefirs. alexander Murfball, and Fohn Cuthbertfon, with 
fome other elders and private Chriftians againft whom they pro- 
ceeded in a moft unaccountable, antifcriptural and unprecedented 
manner, and upon no better foundation, than that noticed in the 
caic above, pretended to depofe and caft fuch out of the communi- 
on of heir church, as never had been fubj-Cted to their authority 
nor formerly ftood in any eftablifhed connection with them. 

And further, befides thefe inflaices condefcended upon, they 
habitually aggravate their abafe of the ordinances of CHRis1T’s 
houle, in pretending todebar and excommunicate from the holy 
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facrament of the fupper, many of the friends and followers of the 
LAMB, only, becaufe they cannot confcientioutly, and in acon- 
filtency with their fidelity to their Head and Saviour, acknow- 
ledge the authority of the ufurpers ofhis crown as lawful.’ From 
all which, and every other inftance of their continued proftituti- 
onof the difcipline, inftituted by CuHRisT in his church, and of 
that authority, which he, as aSon over his own houfe, has giv- 
en unto faithful gofpel minifters. to the contempt and fcorn of an 
ungodly generation: The prefbytery cannot but teftify againft 
them, as guilty of exercifing a tyrannical! power over the heritage 
of the LorD; and to whom may too juftiy be applied, the word 
of the Lorn, fpoken by his prophet, Ya Ixvi. 5 ‘* Your bre- 
‘s thren that hated you, that caft you out for my name’s fake, 
“¢ faid, letthe Lorn be glorified: But he thall appear to your. 
‘¢ joy, and they fhali be afhamed ” Wherefore, and for ail the 
forcfaid grounds, the prefbytery find and declare, that the pre- 
tended Affociate Prefbytery, now called Synod, whether before or 
fince, in their feparate capacity, claiming a parity of power, nei- 
ther was, nor are Jawful and rightly confticured courts of the 
Lorp Jesus Curist, according to his word, and to the teftia 
mony of the true prefbyterian covenanted church of CHRisT in 
Scotland: And thereiore they ought not, nay cannot, in a con- 
fifiencywith bearinga faithful teftimony for the covenanted truths, 
caufe of our Glorious Redeemer, be countenanced or fubmitted 
to in their authority by his people. 


Aah the prefbytery find themfelves in duty obliged to teftify 
againft thefe brethren, who fometime ago had broken off from 
their communion, for their unwarrantabie feparation, and conti- 
nued oppofition to the truth and teftimony, in the hands of this 
preibytery, even to the extent of prefuming, in ajudicial capacity, 
to threaten church cenfure againit the prefbytery, without alledg- 
ing fo much as any other reafon for this ftrange procedure, than 
their refufing to approve as truth, a pointof doétrine, that 
ftands condemned by the ftandards of the reformed BEES of 
Scotland, founded on the authority of divine revelation. But, as 
the prefbytery have formerly publifhed a vindication of 
the trath maintained’ by them, and of their.conduct, refpedting 
the fubje€t matter of difference with their former brethren, 
they refer to faid vindication, for a more particular difcovery 
ofithe errors of their principles and extravagance of their conduét 
in this matter. And particularly, they .teftify againlk ‘the 
more avowed apoftafy of fome of thefe brethren, who are 
not afhamed to declare their backflidings in the ftreets, and 
publifh them upon the houfe-tops.; as .efpeciatly appears, from 
a fermon entitled, Bigotry difclaimed,——-together with the vin- 
dication of faid fermon; wherein fuch.a locfe and Jatitudi- 
narian fcheme of principles is vetted on the point of church 
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gommunion, as hatha native tendency to deftroy the {criptural © 
- boundaries thereof, adopted by this church in her moft advanced 
purity 5; and which 3 is alfo inconfiftent. with the ordination vows, 
whereby the author was foiemnly engaged. his, with other dif- 
ferences, beft known to themtelves, occafioned a rupture in that 
pretended prefbytery, which for fome years fubfifted: But this. 
breach being tome confiderable time ago again cemented, they 
conitituted themfelves in their former capacity, upon terms (as 
appears from a printed account of their agreement and conftitu- 
tion, which they have never yet difclaimed as unjutt, ) not ver 
honourable, nor confiftent with their former principies and biee 
fed zeal for maintaining | the fame. Which agreement was made 
up, without any evidence of the above author’s retracting his lax 
principles, contained in the forefaid fermon. Whatever was the 
caufe, whether from the be of others, ‘as was faid by the 
publifher of their agreemen it,) or from a con{cioufnels of drop- 
ping part of formerly received principles, is not certain; but one 
of thefe brethren fora time, gave up with further praétical ‘com- 
munion with the other, namely, Mr. Hugh Innes, late of the Cal- 
ton, Glafgow ; while yet it was obf{crved, that both ufed afreedom, 
not formeriy conimon to them, anent the prefent authority in their 
public immediate addreffes to the object of worthip; which, to- 
gether with their apparent refiling from part of their former tef- 
timony, occafioned flumbling to {ome of their people, and termi- 
nated in the feparation of others. Forefaid latiiudinarianifm and 
falling away is alfo fadly verified, im the conduct of another 
principal member of their pretended prefbytery, who has profef- 
fedly deferted all teftimony-bearing for the reformation ee aby es 
of the covenanted church of Scotland *. 

At Jaft, afeertheir declared interviews for that purpofe, thefe bre- 
thren have patched up a mank agreen ent, which they have publith- 
ed,inapaper entitled, «b/fractf the covenanted principles of thechurch: 
of Scotland, éc. with a prefixed advertifement in {ome copies, af- 
ferting the removal of their differerices, which arofe from a fer- 
mon on Pal. cxxii_ 3. publifhed at Gla/gow,—— by a difepproba- 
tio of what is implied in fome expiefhi. ns hereof, viz. ** Phat 
«« all the members of Curisr’s myftica: body may, and ought to 
*¢ anite in vifible church communion.’ 

Here is, indeed, a fmooth cisfing of the wound that fhould 
have been more yiler roughly fearched, that, by probing into tne 
practical application Bf asd tera mon, the corrupt matter of com- 
munion with the revolution church in the gofpel and fealing ordi- 
nuances thereof, might have been found ont; butnot one word of 
this in all that abftiact, which contains their grounds of union, 
and terms of communion. Nothing of the above author’s recant« 


* Mr. John Cameron, then a probationer and clerk to their prefbytery. — 


{ 145 ) 


ing his former inconfiftent latitudinarian. practices of hearing and =~ 
thereby practical! ly encouraging that vagrant Epifcopalian Whites 
field; his communicating, which natively implies union with the 
revolution church, in one of the feals of the ¢ covenant 5 5 nor his 
public praying for an eraftian government, in a way, and for a 
reafon, that muft needs be underftood asan homologation of their 
authority. On which accounts, the prefbytery teftify again{t faid — 
union, as being inconfiftent with faithfulnefs in. the caufe of 
CuRisT, and againtt faid abftraat as however. containing a varie~ 
cy of particulars very juft and good, yet bearing no poficive ad=— 
herence to, nor particular mention of faithful wreftlings and 
teitimonies of the martyrsand witnefles for Scotland's « covenanted 
caufe, As alfo, they teftify againft the notorious difingennity of 
their probationer, who, after a profeile ied] difarietaction 0} on fundry 
occafions with the declining ftep, of fa ‘ “brethren, oe varticularl a 
with the declaimer againft bigotry, hath overlo ooked more weighty” 
matters, and embraced a probability of enjoying th : long Be 
ed for privilege of ordin: ation, t thou hit 


thould be obtained are 
sreater expence, than ay of stepper ig-the expeCtation of a fe Wy 
diflatisfied perfons, 


who depended upon his honefty, after chee 
had broke up communion with thofe he continues ftiil to profels 
his fabjection unto. 

Andfurther, the prefbytery teftify againft the adherents of fore« 
faid brethren, in ftrengthening their hands in their courfe of fe- 
paration from the prefbytery, reje€ting both their judicial and 
minifterial authority, and the ordinances of the gofpel difpenfed 
by. them. - And more efpecially, the prefbytery condemn the con- 


vs 


-du&t of fuch of them, as, profefledly diffatisfied with the above , 


faid ieft hand 1 extremes, and, other defe€tions of forefaid brethren, 
have ther Pome off from their communion; yet, inftead of 
coi eir duty in a way of fubjeCting chemfel¥ea' to the 


| courts: of Curis, and ordinances inftituted by him in his church, 


have turn ed ack again to theirown right hand extremes of er- 
ror, which once they profefledly gave up with when they offered 


their voluntary acceflion to the prefbytery; but now perfift in an 


obitinately impugning the validity of their minifterial authority 
and proteftative miflion, undervalue the pure erdinances of the gof- 
pel difpenfed by them, and live, as if there were no church of 
CurisT inthe land, where they might receive the feals of the 
covenant, either to themfelves or their children; and therefore, in 
the righteous judgement of Gon, have been left to adopt fuch a 
dangerous and erreneous fyftem of peer 68, 8 asis 2 difgrace | to 
the profeilfon of the cohepanted caufe *. 


wn 


ee 


* Thefe people referred 'to above, very unjuftly defign them felves 


fuch who adhere'to the teflimony for the kingly prerogatives of Fefus Chrifs 
They.didat firft, before their agreement with the preibytery, and e4 


aly 


- 
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ver fince their elopement, do ftill diotets to appear for what they call 
An Adive Tefimony, conform to the rude draught of a paper commonly — 
known by the name of the ‘Queensferry Paper or Covenant, “(fee Cloud 
of Witneffes, Appendix, page 270.) After their daivity had carried — 


them the length. if avouching the moft Anconfiftent antipredeftinarian — 


ih 
: 
& 
h 


Arminian fcheme of univerfal redemption, and not only toa total fe- 
_paration from the prefbytery, and rejection of their judicial authority, 
but even to an open devial of the poteftative miffion of the minifters 
therein, and of allothers; the moft part-of them were, in God’s ho- | 
an eons juitice, left to receive, and {ubmit to the pretended au- 
niftrations of William Dunnet, a deceiver,deftitute of all” 


=~ 


and au 
re Ft 
hey. 
nd 1) 


) _they-cunningly evade the acknowledge. | 
. and Catechifms,—decline to own the | 
RSS OS eR eae ae ee arg 
ag ce c0 prolehed Almer ane | 
modern Socinian Dr Taylor of Nor- - 


Le 
3° 


moufly fubftitute and truft in another Saviour than the gofpehoffers unto 
-refolu- | 


Ing approved, they might appoint and fen | forth to prea 
- and adminiftrate the ‘ordinances of it. And all which 
cordingly done, to the great difhonour of Gon, reproa 
and the profeffion of it. ; oe i ge 

. And now, from the above principles and practices the 
juttly conclude how unworthily thefe Chriftians, (if they may 
»fuch) profefs to ftand up for the royal prerogatives of Chrift. What’ 
arrogant and prefumptuous invafion upon, and ufurpation of | he pow- — 
ers and prerogatives of this glorious King, for any mortal to aflume,— 
“To appoint and call men’’— not to the work (which yet is all that 
the church of Curis according to the will of Gop, and her privileges — 
from Curis her head ever claimed) but to the very poewer and office. 
of the holy miniftry ;---“ and to infa/ them in it.’?, Betides, that their 
doctrine as to Curist’s perfon, which, denies his divine nature and for- _ 
Ship, faps the very foundations of shat, and all his other offices. We 

_ would therefore yet befeech them by the mercies of Gop, “ to repent 
*¢ them of all this their wickednefs, and to pray Gop, if perhaps the 
** thoughts of their heart may be forgiven them,” me) 


_ hath giv 


yn.th 
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A brief declaration or ummary. of the principles maintained by the 


72 


TNTO what has been more generally laid down in 


al 


and h § will; and therefore Gop of his infinite condefcenfion 
en us a moft perfect revelation of himfelf and of his will, 


Acriptures of truth, contained in the facred books of the Old 


4 


nd New Teftaments; which f{cripturesthe prefbytery affert to be 


2) spe mn ics eg. : \ “re : 
of divine authority, and not to be believed and received becaufe 
of any other teftimony, than that of Gon their author, whos 


truth itfelf. The which word of Gop is the alone perfect and 


-compleat rule, both of faith and practice, containing a full and 
ample revelation of the whole counfel of Gop, both refpecting 


his own glory, and the falvation of men; by which all {pirits are 
to be tried, and to which all dodtrines and controverfies in religi- 
an are to be brought, as to the fupreme judge, in whofe fentence 
alone we are to acquiefce ; according to Rom. i. 19, 20. 1 Cor. ii. 
13, 14+ Heb i.t, 2 Tim. iii. 16. 2 Pet. ie tg, 21- 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
Gal. i. 8,9. Eph. ii 20, and our ftandards, Confeff chap. 1. Larg. 
Cat. queft. 2) 35 4) 5. Short. Cat. queft 2, 3: 

- Again they affert and maintain, that JEHOVAH, according to 
his own moft wife counfel, and for his own glory, hath, by one 


~ 
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immanent at of his will from eternity, purpofed and decreed all 
events in time ; and particularly, that by his abfolute fovereignty 
he hath unchangeably determined the final ftate of all intelligent 
beings, vifible and invifible. That God of his mere good pleafure, 
abfracting from all other caufes whatever, for thé praife of his 
glorious grace to be manifefted in time, hath from all eternity pre- 
deflinated a certain definite number of mankind finners, in 
and through Jesus Curis, to eternal life, together with all the 
means leading thereunto: And alfo, by the fame fovereign will, 
hath pafied by, and left others in their fins, fore-ordaining them 
tobear the juft punifhment of their,own Iniquities ; aS i$ evi- 
dent from Rom. ix. 11, 13, 15, 16, 18. Eph. i, 4, 6, Q) 031. 
jude ver. 4. and according to Confey. chap. 3. Larg. Cat. queft. 
In like manner they acknowledge and declare, that as Gop, 
from the infinity of his being and goodnefs, hath communicated 
ed exiflence'to all other beings, framing them with 

hited and ada pted to the different ends of their 


a finite create 
matures wifely 


ait 


creations fo by the fame ; 1 powerful word whereby they were at 
 firft c eated, he preferves and upholds all his creatures in their 


beings, and by the inceflant care, and invariable conduct of his 
divine providence, does conftantly dire& and over-rule them and 
all their actions unto his own glory: According to divine revela- 
tion. Gen. i. throughout, Gol. i. 16. Rom. xi. 36. Pfal cx\v..17. 
and xxxiii, 9 and cxix o1. Heb. ix 2, 3: Confef. chap. 4, 5. 


Larg. Cat. queft-14. Sh Cat. queft. 8. Aha ee | 
 Likewife they profefs and declare, that Gop, as the laft and 


finifhing part of his workmanthip in this lower world, created 
man an intelligent being, endued with a living, reafonable and 
immortal foul, whofe greateft glory confifted in bh having the 
gracious image of his Gop and Creator drawn upon his foul, 
chiefly confifting in that knowledge, righteoufnefs and inherent 
holinefs wherewith he was created. And further, that Gon, in 
his favour and condefcenfion to man, was pleafed to enter into a 
covenant with him, as the public head and reprefentative of all his 
pofterity, wherein Gop promifed unto him life and eterna} bief- 
fednefs with himfelf in glory, upon condition of perfonal, perfect 
and perpetual obedience; to the performance whereof, he furnifh- 
ed him with full power and ability, and threatened death upon 
the violation of his law and covenant, as is evident from the fa- 
cred text, Gen i. 26, 27. Eccl. vii. 29. Genii. i7, Rem. x. 5. 
and according to our Confef: chap 4. §. 2, chap 7 §. 1, 2. chap. 
19 § 1. Targ Cat. quejt. 20 Sb. Cat. Gutfls YO. BA. 0% 
> They again aflert and maintain, that the fir and common pa- 
rents of mankind, being feduced by the fubtilty ef Satan, tranf 
gredied the covenant of innocency, in eating the forbidden fruit; 


f 


whereby they loft the origiual rectitude of their natures, were 
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cut off from all gracious intercourfe with Gop, and became both 
legally and fpiritually dead. And therefore they being the natural 
‘root of ail mankind, and the covenant being made with Adam, 
‘not as a private, but a public perfon, all his defcendants by ordi- 
nary generation, are born under the guilt of that firft fin, deiti- 
tute of original righteoufnefs, and having their natures wholly de- 
praved and corrupted; fo that they are by naturechildren of wrath, 
fubjected to all the penal evils contained in the curfe of a broken 


the ufe of means of his own appointment ; they are therefore to 


be attended to with the utmoft care and diligence, as appears from 
Rom. vy. 6 obn vi 44, 65. Tit. ili. 3, 4, 5s fob xiv. 4 Confeff. 
chap. 9. § 3 Larg. Ca queft. 26. | é ; 

Likewife they affert and declare, that Jeuovau, in the perfon 
of the Father, having purpofed to fave a certain number of the 
ruined family of 4dam, did from ail eternity enter into a covenant 
tranfaction with Jesus Curis his eternal and only begotten 
Son, who contracted, as the fecond Adam, inthe name ¢f all his 
fpiritual feed. In which covenant, the Father promifing to confer 
eternal life upon a fele& number given unto Curis, upon con- 
dition of his fulfilling all righteoufnefs for them; the Lorn 
Jesus CurisT did again ftipulate and engage, as the condition 
of the covenant by him to be fulfilled, that in the fulnefs of time 
afluming the burnan nature into a perfonal union with the divine, 
he wouid therem, and in the elet’s name fuifil, nor only the pre- 
ceptive part of thelaw, but alfo bearthe whole punifhment conrain- 
ed in the threatning thereof» The whieh-covenant, that it might 
be abfojutely free to finners, and that the falvation therein provid- 
ed for them, might net be of debt, but of grace, was unto Jesus 


é 
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Curist: a : covenarit of redemption, noting being therein promif . 
ed to him, but t upon his paying a full price, adequate | to the mot: 
extenfive demands oflaw and juftice ; acc ms ding to. Pfal Ixxxixe 
2, 3.28, 34, 35). Titi 2 Ifa. iit!) 10) 1 1. ‘Maithev. 4 qo 
Confef, chap. 7.4 3. “Larg. Cat. queft. 30, 3h foort. Cat. queft 20%. 
In lik manner they. profeis, affert and: declare, that the Lope 
Jesus Cr ae the fecond perfon in the glorious and. adorable.’ 
Trinity, being y the Father’s appointment conftituted mediator 
and furety ofthe new covenant, did, inthe fulnefs oftime affume, 
the human mature, confifting of a true body and. reafonable foul, 
into a fonal union with his divine 3s which two naturesy in the 
one perfon of cur IMMANUEL, ‘Godduady remain diftin with- 
out converfion, com pofitiony er confufion.. ‘And being every way 
completely wee and ‘ardithe d for executing his mediatory of- 
fices of prophet, p prieft and king,’ was called to the <xercife thereof, 
by Gon the cies put alf power and judgment into his hand, 
and gave | him command mer t to execute the fame, Prov. will... 25% 
: 14. Tim. Sepia pee v.28 Confel) chap. 
| ig cat ‘ quel 245 22, » 23. Sf Car: quep. 2 
yest bi ‘Wrroeied re and® d fas Cebaciehe ‘Lorp. Jesus 
Gunier dar Bui BEMER, the only, begotten Son of Gon, by e- 
ternaland ineffabdic generation, is f ine 
trueand very Gop, one in effence, equal and the fame in povwery 
eternity, Biers and all divine perfections with the Fa AT#ER and 
Hory Guost.. And thar ther) mate laiphignous to. 
affert, that elk) terms necefary exiftence and fu 6 
title of the only true Gon, do oil belong to the Son equally: 
a Father, as the fame in fubftance, being exprefly. contrat 
thefe texts of facred writ which affert the oppofite tru ;. Fobr 
2,3, 4 Phil. ii. 6 Fobniii. 2.1 Fobn v.20. and to our flandards, 
Confef]. chap. 8. § 2. Larg. Cat. queft.. 36. Sh. Cat gueft. ay 
They likewife further ackowledge, affert and. declare, that. “the 
Lorp Jesus Curisv, the eternal Son of Gop, and ‘onl Medi- 
ator between God and man, being defigned from i the 
Reinaemathin people, and havingall fulnefs, power andautho- 
rity lodged i in him for the execution of his mediatory truft, hath, 
ever fince the fall of mankind, as the great and good fhepherd 
of J/rael, undertaken the care, government, prote 


tection and inftruc- 
tion of the church of Gop, in: acreeablenefs to the above, faid 
truft: The which he did ail along under the Old Teftament, 
and ftill continues faithfully to difcharge in all the parts thereof; 
fo that whatever revelation Gop made unto his church fince the 
fall, was by Jesus Curist as the great prophet and preacher 
of righteoutne(s : Particularly, it was -he that firft appeared 
unto lapfed man, and as the great revealer of the council of 
peace, called upon. him in the voice of mercy, faying, § Adam, 4 


(ug 13! ah 

where art thou :”. It was fe that. pleafing himfelf i in the fore- 
thoughts of. his fature | incarnation, and as a prelude thereto, con- 
* deicended at different times to appear, in a human form, and 
{peak unto the fathers. By him as the meflenger of the cove-~ 
nant, were the lively oracles delivered. to the Ifraelitith church ; 
and by his Spirit in the prophets, fucceflively raifed up to inftruét 
his church in ‘the knowlege of the divine will, was fignified and 
foretold the grace that {hould come, until the Salers of time, ap- 
pointed in the council of Heaven, when it was promifed he fhould 
come, and by his perfonal prefence fill his houfe with glory; 
Then did Gop in thefe laft days fpeak unto men by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things; who, not only by. 
himfelf, but alfo, after his afcenfion, by his evangelifts and apofiles, 
filled with the Spirit, hath made known all things that he heard 
of his Father, And now, after the cannon of {cripture i is com- 
pleated, and no new revelation to be expected to theendof time, he 
continues by his word and Spirit to inftruét finners in the know- 
ledge of all things neceffary for their fanétification and falvation ; 
according to Adis x. 38. and iii. 22, Luke i iv. 18, 21. Jobin i, 18. 
1. Peyatog ag, 03-4 Heb ire 2. Eph. he 125 sak Con tel 
chap, g §. %- _Larg. Cat. quefhe. 43. Sh Cat. queft. 24. 

in like manner they profefs and declare, that the Lorp Fisus 
Curis tr, being called of him that faid uato him « Thou art my 
_4¢ Son, this day have I begotten thee,” unto the honourable office 
of HiGH- -PRIEST over the houfe of Gop, and confirmed therein: 
by all the folemnities of the oath of Gop; did moft,willingly 
undertake this work, faying, Lo, I come to do thy will, O GOD: And 
that he might finith and: fulfil the fame, in agrecablenefs to his 
“eternal engage ‘ ements to the Father, the Old Teftament types and, 
facrifices, promifes, and prophecies, wherein he was fore-figned 
and revealed to bethe feed of the woman that fhould bruifethe fer- 
pent’s head, he did in the fulnefs oftime humble himtelf to bé made 
‘of a “woman, made under the law, in the form of a bond fervant to 
jenovan: In which character he not only fulfilled the preceptive 
partof the law; butalfo, withthe moft unparalelled meeknefs,pati- 


~ _ enceéland refignation, he fubmitted to the moft grievousand dreadful 


futferings, both in'body and foul, even all that divine wrath, indig- 

nation and punifhment, wrapt up in the terrible curfe of a LiokEn 
covenant of works. By which obedience of his unto death,thro’ the 
eternal Spirit offering himfelfwithout {pot unto Gon, a proper, rea}. 
and expiatory facrifice for fin, he hath fully fatisfied divine juttice, 
made reconciliation for the i iniquities of his people, and purchaf- 
ed an eternal inheritance for them in the kingdom of glory, ‘The 
faving benefits of which redemption, by the Spirit’s éffeGtual ape 
plication thereof, he does, by his interceffion at the Father’s right 
hand, as an arifen, living, and now glorified Saviour, conftantly 
and certainly comunieate unto all thofe, whom the Father hath 


&. tate) 


given him. Further, the preibyter: ‘declare, that however they dc- 
knowledge the ftanding of the world, as a theatre, to difplay the 
riches of divine grace; yet the preaching of the gofpel indefinitely ” 
to mankind finners andall the common favours of life, indifferently _ 
enjoyed by them, do all refult, as native, neceflary, and etermins d . 
confequences, from the interpofition of Curis. in behalf of his 
fpiritual feed, and have their ultimate foundation in the infinite : 
fafficiency, fulnefs and perfection of the blood. and facrifice of 
Cuaist, Gen-man: Yet they affirm, that as a certain ¢ lect 
atid feleét number were given. unto. Carist to be redeemed 
from among men ; fo, for their {akes,alone, he engaged his heart 
to approach unto Gop. For their fakes he fanctified himfelt ; in 
their name, i. ¢. in their law room and ftead, and for their good, 
asthe furety of the better covenant, he became obedient unto 
death, and endured the whole of that punifhment threatened by the 
law, and incurred by the tramfgrelhion of it. He fubjected bim- 
felf to that very curfe, bore that wrath, and died that death, 
which they themfelves thould have undergone. . And hereby, by 
his doing and.dying, he made a proper, real, full and expiatery 
fatisfaction to. the juftice of Gon for their fins. . Wherefore it is 
impoffible, but that to all thofe, for whom Curist hath purchafed 
this compleat redemption, and for whofe fins lie hath given this 
full fatisfaction, acceptedof Gop, he will certainly and efeQtual- 
ly apply and communicate the fame in the faving benefits there- 
of; feeing thatit is his will, who hath merited it, that all thofe 
‘who are. the Father’s choice by eleQion, and his purehafe by re- 
demption, fhould be ever with him where be is, that ike a 


bis glory ; and Gince, as he is thus willing, he is alfo able to faye 
them to the uttermoltithat.come to Gop by biangiae aaae all dor 
whom CurisT died, all that-are redeemed /by his blood, are, in 

confequence bercof, effectually called, } uQified, (angen | 


a? 


ied and gio- 
rified ; according to Pfal. xl. 7, 8. Heb. &. 5, to 14. Phil, i 8. 
Gal. iv. 4, 5» Hebe ix. 14. 28. Dani. 4 Pfal. xxv. 3. Ha. 
“alix. 8. John vic 375 39. chap Xs 15, 16, Eph. i, 7- Rome vill. 34 
and vere 295 30 John xvi. throughout. Folin Ke 52. Conf. bap. ; 
g. 6 4, 5) 8 Larg Cat. quot. aq. Sh. Cate quel 25. 
They aifo acknowledge, affert and declare, that the Lorn Jesus 
Cuist is, by the appointment of Gon the Father, fit as king 
upon his holy hill of Zion ; over which, as his {pecial kingdom, 
he is invefted wich anabfolute power and fupremacy, as the fole 
and only Head thereof, to appoint offices, officers, laws and ordi- 
nances. And that accordingly, by virtue of his folemn inyefti- 
ture, the fame Lord Jesus Cunisr bas, in ailages, called out a 
the world, and maintained therein, a church unto himfelf, which 
he vifibly governs by a compleatfyfiem of laws, officers and cen-. 
fures, inflituted’in his word, and bas not Icft the affairs of his | 
choreh, in whitch {23 a Som over -h's:ewn boufe,), be peraliarly 


a 


, ‘ot My ei : 
prelides, to be regulated and modelled by the carnal ‘policy and | 
invention of men. “Alfo that, as King in Zion, he powerfully 
and irrefiftibly, in a day of efficacious grace, fubdues the perverfe » 


hearts and wills of finners unto his obedience, perfuading and en- 


abling as many as were appointed to obtain falvation thro’ him, 
to believe in his name, in order thereunto: All whom, he either. 
preferves from, or fupporis under the various temptations, trials, 

and affhétions they are liabie to in this mortal ‘life ; till atJaft, | 


e ¥ 


compleating 4 work of grace in their fouls, he advances chem to, 
a ftate of perfection and glory.» Further, the prefbytery declare 
ain, that in fubferviency to this. his fpecial . mediatory » 


and main 
kingdom, the Lorp Jesus CHRIST has afupreme and fovereign | 
power given unto hini, in heaven and on earth, and over:the ins, 
fernal powers of darknefs ; angels, <authoricies. and poweits. 
being put in fubjrction to him: "Phat be’ has the management: 
of ali the wheels of providence put ‘into his hand; whereby he. 
reftrains, difappoints, and at laft coral j cefiroys ail the enemies o£ 
his intereft and glory; and by which he orders and oyer-reics 
all the events that fall out in time, for-the acomplith me: wef the 


great and glorious ends of his incaraation, and the alting good ot 


thofe that love him. According, to Pfal 6 Ha. ik ©. Fy Hats 
xxxiii 22. Matth xxi sg Ta. Wwe'gs 5) Gene mix ye. Hed Ait. 

, ie ty. ele & ma apa 2 ee 4 oF eee AR We. . i Z | 
6 Pfal cx. 1, 2. Matth xxviti. 18 


| VFobn wwe2\ Pet un 22 “Phil. 

ii. Q, 10, 11+ Confeff chap gf. 3 Larg Gat queft..45 Sh. Gat. 

queft. 26. - . x: : t ; mn ope 4 4 a : % a we, Bee 
~ They again déc : 


5 Sone et hh; } ety : o> F ‘ - nee . " 
clare and affert, that as the light of nature is 


abfolutely infufficient to give ‘a juit difcovery, either, of the 
grievous malady ot fin, or of the blefledremedy proviced ior finnerss 
fo none, however diligent they may be to frame their ives — 
according to the dictates of natury’s light, can pollibly attain to 
falvation, while they remain without any objeQive- revelation of 
Jesus CHpisT, as the great propitiation and peace-maker, who 
hath abolithed death, and brought life. and immortality to lights 
by the gofpel. . And further, that there’ is no other name, dectrine 
or religion, whereby any can be faved, but im the name, do&triue 
‘and religion of the Lorp Jesus Curist, of whieh he as the 
great author and inftirutor in the profeflion and faith whereof 
he leads his people through this world, into the poilcilion, of end- 
lefa felicity and glory inthe world tocome, sg 
They farther declare, that as Gon the Father, out of his un- 
bounded love, has, on the footing of the infinite {ufficiency of the 
death and facrifice ‘of Curis, made a free and generous gift 
and grant of him as an all-fufficient baViOUR, unto finners of 
miankind loft, as fuch; in. the word: So the minifters and ambaf- 
{adors of Curisr, (according as they are expfedly authorfed aad 
commanded by him,) are to publith this gofpel,.thefe glad tid- 
ings of great joy to ali the ates wherever they may be called 
| q 
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or caft, in the providence of Gon, andto make a full, free and — 
gracious offer of CuRist, and ot his whole faivationto finners, 
without diftinctiony alluring them of Gop’s mercy and grace, — 


Gol. 27. AAS viii. 37: Ran. x, 9 Mark v.36. Eph. ii. 8. Confeffr 
bhap. 11. and 14. Larg. Cat. quefl 7°, 73-8. Cat GUE hs 
 ‘Ehey likewife profes and maintain, that believers by the right- 
 eouinefs of Curist being juftified from all things, from which. _ 
they could notibe juftified by the law of Mos, are by Jesus” 
Curis? perfe@ly delivered from tne law, as a. covenant of works, 
both as commanding and condemning ; fo as that thereby they 
_ are neither juftified nor condemned, it. being dead to them, and 
, they to it, by the body of Curisy, to whom they are marris. 
ed. However, notwithftanding of this. freedom they are till 
fervants unto Gop; flill under the moral law, as a rule of life in» 
the band of their glorious Mediator, and mew covenant-head, 
directing them. how they ware: touwalk, fo as to pl-afe Gop; the ° 
obligation whefeof, as fuch, remains. perpetual and indiffaluble; 
aad that this privilege is peculiar to. believers only, all, others 
being fill under ‘the old covenant obligation, both as to the debt 
of obedience and pun@iment; according to Rem. vi. 14. and vil, 
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4y 6. Gal. iyo a, Seand ii. 16) 


| al. i} i " Rom. viii. 1. Gal. iti. 19 Confef- 
chap 19 § 5,6. Larg- Cat queft. 97+ Sh Cat. queft. Aah qq e &. 
| Again, they affert and deciare, that as no works are truly and 

fpititwally good, but thofe that are performed by a perfon unied 
tothe Lorp Jrsus Curiasr by faith, and under the influences of | 
his Holy Spirit ; ‘and confequently, that ‘none of the aétions of 
the unregenerate, however in themfelves materially agreeable 
unto the tetter of the Jaw, are either pleafing or acceptable to» 
Gop ; nor can they difpofe or prepare their fouls for receiving 
his grace, though their omiflion and neglect of thefé is fill more 
difpleafiing unto Gop, and deftrndtive unto themtelves > So Tike- 
wife they declare, that even the heft works of obedience, perform- 
éd by the regenerate, can neither merit the pardon of any one fin, 

nor procure them the fmalleit meafure of Gop’s grace er favour, 


becaufe of the manifold fins arid imperfeGlions they ate fill ate 
tended with. and becaufe of the infinite diftance between Gon 
And them, with refpe@ to whom, when they have done alb that 
they can, they are but unprofitable fervants: Neither is their abi- 
lity to’ de them ‘atvall’of ch eurfelves, but wholly from’ the Spirit. 


dwelling in them. And further, that the {pring and prit cipal 
motive of true love to Go D, and acceptable obedi ence to hii, is 
pot felf-intereft’or love to odrown’ felicity, Dor yet a flavith fear 
-of punithment, but that the glorious perfections, an d.tranfeendent 
exceliencies of the Deity, manitefted' in the face of Jesus 
Curist, who is the brightnefs of the Faiher’s glory, and exprefs 


e kp eelgee seve, Lae Lea cee oh gy * sie: Sy ry ‘ *: ee 
image of his” perfon,, are’ the prime and- chief motives, both’ of 
jae * an ee: Auge Oily Perce , Wi “ge SRD 4 Se oN : = t Led Pax \. Is bs : mS 
love, feat ahd obedience unto Gop 3 as ail, who really Jove Gob, 
utes ar at id Yai x if Mae at f Paes Ne ri s - “ of 8 - , * z Wing 
love him ‘principally formhimfeit. ‘Ags alo, that alliacceptabie 


: cerita aa beri by believers, is principally influenced > 


by the an hor ty of a Gop of grace framped upon his word, fprings ‘ 
-from faith in Jasus Cnaist, as an ‘animating and adtive prinei- 
ple in their fouls, -arid is ultimately direéted to the glory of GoD 
in CHRIST, 28 the great end thereof Hence therefore, altho’ 
Gon has gracioufly conneéted his own gory and his people’s fé- 
licity infeparably together, that yet no ections, however good in 
themfe!ves, or beneficial to others, which arife only from a pria- 
“ciplevof felf intereft, love to one’s own blifs, or fearof hell, ate 
evidential of faving grace in the foul, or any more, than what 
one in a flate of nature may perform; according to Gen. iv. 5. 
' Heb. xi 4, 6- Matth vi. 2,5, 16. Hag.it 14. Amos ve 24, 2 
‘Tit i. tg. andili 5. Row ii. 20 and iv. 2, 4, 6. Fob xxii 2, 3- 
Eph. i. 6.4 Pet. ii. 5. Exod xxvini 38. Confeff. chap: 16 through- 
out. Larg. Cat. queft. 735 tor’ Shi Gat? que. Age 8 Gi. 
En like manner they declare and aflert, that although there 
may be much darknefs, and manifold doubts and fears, feated 
4n the fame foul where true and faving faith ts: ‘And although 
‘true believers may wait long before they know themfelves to be 


* 
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believers, and be affured that they are really in ja’ fate of 
. grace; and even, after they have arrived at a fubj-Ctive affurance 


of their falvation, may have it much fhaken, ¢ ouded and inter- 
_ Yaitted ; that yet there is no doubting, no darknefs, in the faving — 
_ acts of a true and lively faith: But in all the appropriating aéts of 
“faving faith, there is an objeCtive afflurance, an aflured confidence 
and truft in Jesus Curis, and in the promife of ife in which he ~ 
ig revealed to the foul; according to fa. 1.10. Mark ixna4y 1 
. Fobn v.13. Pfal. (xxvii 1, to v4. Pfal. ‘xxxviil. theougbout. Gal. 
ai. 20. Afark xi. 24. Confeff: chip. 18, throughout. Larg. Cat. 
quep. 72, 80, 81. Short. Cat que. 86 11 
_” They further aflert and deciare, that whofoever, of the chil- 
dren of men, in all ages, have attaincdfalvation, they: did believe 
in, and receive the Lonp Jesus Curis, the promifed Mefhah, 
and only Saviour from fin, to whom al! the prophets bare witnefs, 
in whom all the promifes and lines of falvation do centre ; and ‘ 
particularly, that however much the faith of the difciples and a- 
-potties of our Lory and Saviour Jesus Curisr in him as 
their only Redeemer, might be at any time overciouded, yet it was 
never, totally fabverted ; and that the noble grace of faith in.the 
fouls of believers cannot be totally loft ;, but. chat {uch is the ime 
mutability of Gop’s decrees, and his unchangeable love; fuch 
the eflicacy of their Redeemer’s merit, and conftant abiding of 
the fpirit of holinefs in them and fuch the nature of the new 
| covenant, _that, notwithftanding of various temptations and 
afflictions, and the prevailing Of remaining corruption in them, 
they muft all and every one of them, certainly and infallibly 
‘perfevere in a flate of grace unto the end, and be at aft faved 
* with an everlafting f:\vation; as appears from Heb. xi. 13. John 
ay. 42. Phil. 1. Ow Fon OR. DAE BEL I Pets, ii. Q. fers XXXIV. 4. 
Confelf chap. 8. § 1. chap. 14. § 2. and chap. 17. throughout. 
They further affert and declare, that the noble. faculty. of con- - 
fcience, Gop’s deputy in the foul of man, over which he alone 
is abfolute Lord and Sovereign, is not fubj-éted unto the autho- 
rity of man; neither are any human commands further binding 
upon the confciences of men, than they are agreeable unto, and» 
founded upon the revealed will of Gop, whether in matters of 
faith or pra€tice. And altho’, that the Lorn J $US CurisT hath | 
purchated a glorious liberty unto believers from fin, and al! the, 
bitter fruits thereof, and of accefs to a throne of grace with bold-— 
nefs; and hath procured unto his church freedom from the yoke 
of the ceremonial law, with a more abundant communication of 
gofpel influences: Yet, inafmuch as confcience is the rule ruled,. 
not the rule ruling, none can, without manifeft fin; upon pretence. 
. of con{fcience or chriftian liberty, cherifh any forbidden lut-in 
their fouls, nor are they left at freedom to reje€t any of the divine 
ordinances inftituted in the word, nor to. change or corrupt their 
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nits re inftitution, ‘by mixing human inventions therewith, or in 
oothe leaft deviating Bion the purity thereof, And therefore, bat 
valk who vent or maintain f-nets or opinions, ‘contrary to the ef- 
» tablithed principles of Ciriftianity, whether in the matter of doc- 
» ttine, divine worlhip. or practice in life, which are contrary LO, 
ag inconfiftent with the analogy of faith, and the power of true 
© godlinefs.or deftruCiive ofthat pure peace and good order eftablith- 
ed) by Curisr in his church, ‘are accountable unto the church 5 
Sand upon proper conviction, ought to be proceeded againft, by 
inflicting ecclefiaftic cenfures or civil pains, in a way agreeabie 
unto the divine determination i in the word concerning iuch, of- 
fences. : 

And further, they declare, that ft is moft wicked, and. what 
-manitettly ttrikes againft be fovereign authority of Gon, for any 
power on earth to pretend to folerates and, “by fanétiom of civil 
law, to give licence to men to pub! ith and propagate with 3 impu- 
nity whatever errors, herefies, and damabie doctrines, ‘Satan, 
and'theirown corrupt and blinded underftandings, may prompt 
them to believeand embrace; authoritative to’eration bei aes 
tive of all truereliyion, and of that libetty wherewith Ch 6'T hath 
made his pecple-free; and of the great end thereof, which i isy That 
s* being delivered ‘out of the hands of our enemies, we may ferve 
“© the Lonp——in holinefs and righteoufnels, all the days of 
“out lives.” Agreeable to Fames i TV. 12. Rom xiv. 4. Adis iv. 
Yo. and v. 29.1 Gor. Vii. 23. Matth xxii, D. 2 ohn 
2Cor.i.24 Matth xvi 9 Col. ii. 20,22, 23. Gal. tia. 
Vit, 13. Ifa. ‘Vill. 20. ‘déls XVil. ate Flofeav i Hie I Cor v1. Rhee 
eae iad fae ce ‘To, a 3 and iil. he Matrh XViil, US, 16, 176 
| Deut. xiii. 6, to 12. Azek’ vii. 23) 25,26. Bech xin2,.3 Rev 
il. 2y 14y 1b, 20. confel] chap. 20. Lae Cat. eee: 100, 103, She 
Cat. gueft. yor co.cns 

Again, ‘they declare and aac ‘that all true. believe: rs, mem- 
bers of the church invifible, are by the indifloluble bond of the. 
Spirit, atid true faith in Curisr, their Head, faving} ly united. 
unto, and have communion with him in grace and in glory, in 
this life and in the life to come In all their afflictions he is afiiee. 
ed, and hares with them in their fufferings and trials, is with 
them in and through death, exalteth them at /aft over all their e- 
nemies, receiving them into glory and bleflednefs with himfelf, 
that they may behold and fhare in his glory vith him through e- 
ernity: And that al of them being knit and joined ty, Serats in 
holy love and affe€tion. do participate mutually.of each others 

 gifts\and graces; and are indifpénfibly bound to exercife them- 

_ felvesin the practice of al! commanded duties, for preferving the . 

Jove of Gop, and the life of grace, in their own, and ene ests ta 's 
fouls. Arid: further, they declare, that the vilible church, and 
the members thereof, are externally incovenant, with Curist their 
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Head, have one and the fame Lorn, profefs the fame faith in docs 
trine and worfhip, receive the fame feals of Gon’scovengnt, baptifmy 
and the Lorp’s fupper And’ that they are thereby bound:to hold 
fat the Head, to be fubje@ to his authority, to keep the faith they 
have received, and to maintain a holy communion and fellowfh pia 
the worfhip of Gon; clofely abiding by the Randard of Curie ry” 
their Captain and Leaders, and lifting up the banner of divine’ 
truth, in oppofition unto, and in ho!y contempt of all their enempes 
of every kind. Avid further, they affirm, that as’ the wii le" 
church in general, is bound to be faithful to CarisT, a8 their 
Head and Lor, and to preferve inviolate, the whole of that 
facred depafitumvof troth wherewith fhe is intrufted by him; not 
quitting with, nor wilfully apoftarifing fromthe fame, in profel- 
{ion er.practice: So no-particular fubjeQt of this fpiritual king- 
dom of Curist, can recedefrom any part of divine truth, which 
they bave received, and whereof they have made profeflion, with+ 
out jefe-majefty unto the Son of Gop, andthe vielation of their 
obligations which they have come under, at receiving the feals of 
the covenant, with whatever other lawful vows they have madé'uns 
tothe Mott Highs accordiag to: Fobui. 2, 3 Lph. iit 16,17, 18, 
19. Fobn,i, 16 Heb.x. 24% 25 AAs ti: 424 46 Eph iv 4. 5, 6° Phil: 
ii. 16. Rev. ii. 25. anaiii. 3 Confeff chap. 2,°0- Larg: Cat. queft. 
63. Short. Cat: quep..ga. ere Be A do a RE A De 


‘They likewile affirm and declare, that theLOn» Jesus Cunt, 


out exalted IuManvrL, the f ole and fupreme Head, Law-giver 
and King of his church, which is his fpiritual and ‘abfolutely free 
_and independent kingdom, hath therein warranted, inftituted and 
appointed cegtain office bearers, (who derive theiz miffien and au- : 
‘thority from him alone,) to regulate, admir ifter, judge andde- — 
“termine in-all the affairs of bis houfe, to whom alone the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven are by him committed. Particularly; they 
areintrufted with the key of doctrine, to difcover the mind of Gop 
‘and preach, CHrisT crucified unto finners; the key of govern- 
ment for preferving that beauty of order, purity and powerin the — 
houfe of Gop, which he hath enjoined fhould take place therein; 
the key of difcipline, to infli&t ecclefiaftic cenfures upon fuch as turh 
‘afide after their crooked ways, or continue obftinate in their offen- 
ces : andthe key of ordination and mediate mifhon, in ordinary cir- 
~ cumftances of the church, folemnly to fet apart and fend forth. 
church officers unto that facred funétion and official truft in the: 
houfe of Gon, onthe regular trial of the fuitablenefs of their 
gifts and qualifications for that {piritual fervice and minifttation 3 ~ 
according tot Cor xii. 28. Eph. iv. 11. Matth. xvi. 19. Fobn xs. 
' 23. Matth. xviii. 18. Adts xv. throughout, and xvi: 4. Matthew 
RXVili- 19, 20- Mark xvie 1g. Adis vi. 6. 1 Tint. iv. ig. and i 
10. Confeff: chap. 39. § 25 3- and 3t- § 3. Form of church govern- 
ment, books of difcipline, and the feveral laudable acts and ‘con- 
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. And further, they affert, that the office bearers of the Lorp’s’ — 
houfe, are; according to the command, and in the name and au- 
thority of the Lorn Jssus. Curist, the only Law-giver and’ 
King of his church, and by virtue of the church’s intrinfie pow-" 
er, derived from Curis, to aflemble,.conftitute and adjourn thefe’ 

: cifiondl times 
ef their fubfequent meetings, as the church's condition or exigen= 


t. the chrifti an magiftrate 
may in extraordinary cafes, or otherwife, call together a fynod of 
minifters;and other fit perfons, for.confulration aad advice in reli-” 


or offices particularly that of devotednefs to the caufe and 
| f Curis¥F. And they further aflert, that minifters of the” 
—gofpel, and other church officers muft enter into the exercife of 
their office, at the coor of Curist’s appointment, by the call and 
choice of the chriftian people, who are capable with jedgement 
_ to give their confent, 1 Ti. iii: from Ur. 2.10 W2+ Tits tig, 6,7. 
cts Vi. 2. to 6. chap. xiv. 23. Joba Ma Gy. 5. and agrecable to the 
taudable ais and ordinances of this church and: fate, in favours of 
_veformation principles, books of. difetpline, ERo. 6 ow. a 
_dnchke mannerthey aflertand maintain, thet Gon ALMIcuTyY, 


a 


“ 
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the Sovereign Lorvof all things, and the fpecial protector and pres 
ferver of his protefled fubjeéts in this lower world, hath, for “— 
own glory and the public good, authorifed and snftitutedan kine 
word the office and ordinance of civil government and governors, _ 
for the prefervation of external peace and concord, adminiftration _ 
of juftice, defence and encouragement of {uch as are, and do good, | 
and the punifhment of evil doers, who tranfgrefs either table of the ‘i 
moral law: Forall which ende, fubordinate unto thatof his own glory, 
Gop, the alone fupreme fountain of ,all power,’ hath inflituted 
and appointed this ordinance And further they maintain, (hat 
a due meafure of thofe qualifications which Gop, the greatlaw- 
giver requires in his word, aogether with what other {tipulations, 
according to the fame unerring rule, a Chriftian people, who are 
bleffed with the light of divine revelation, have made the funda- 


- mental conditions of civil government among them, are effential- 


ly neceflary to the conftitution and inveftiture of lawful authority 
over fuch a people: No other, but fuch a conftitution and invefti- 
ture, can either be approved of by Gop, or anfwer the ends, ul- 
timate or fubordinate, of this. ordinance, unto the honour of the 
great inflitutor, as appears from ‘Prov. wiiis 15, 16. Pfal. cxlvite 
19, 20. and cxlix. 6, 7. 8, 9. Wa, xlix. 23- Rom. Xt.) ty 25 35 


4. Deut» Xvil. 14) Bs aes Sam. xxii. 2, 3, 4+ Exod. xvill. 21. Cons 


Self: chap- 23> § 1. Seafonable warning by the general aflembly, 


Fuly 27th, 1649, AF 15. Sef 2. Parl. 1. 1649) 
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~Phey further affert and maintain, That the c mftituting of the 


relation betwixt rulers and ruled, 1s voluntary and mutual; and 
that the lawful conftitution of civil magiftrates, is, by the mutual 
election of the people, (in whomis the radical right, orintermes 
diate voice of Gop, of choofing and appointing fuch as are to 
fway the fceptre of government over them,) and content of thofe, 
that are elected and chofen for the exercife of that office, with cer-_ 


tain ftipulations according to fcripture and right reafon, obliging 
each other unto the duty of their different ftations and relations. 


And further they affirm, Chat when magiltrates are fo conftitut= 


ed, Chriftians are bound by the law of Gop to pray for the divine 


blefling upontheir perfons and government, to reverence and highly — 
efteem them, to yield a confcientious fubjeGtion and obedience to — 


their lawful’¢ommands and to defend and fupport them in the due | 


exercife of their power 5 which power magittrates are efpecially to 
exert forthe outward defence of the charch of Gop, againft all | 
her external enemies, reftraining, or otherwife punithing, as the” 
cafe may require, all open blafphemers, idolaters, falfe-worfhip- | 
‘pers, obftinate heretics, with ail avowed contemners of the worhhip: 
and difcipline of the houfe of Gop ; and by his-civil fanétion to cor= 

roborate all the laws und ordinances of Cuxist’s houfe, provid-) 
ing and enjoming, that every thing in the houfe of the Gop of 
heaven, be done according tothe law of the Gop of heaven ¥ 
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Deut. xvii. 14 2 Kings xin 17. 1 Sam. xiv 1g. 1 Tim. ite 1, a 
t Pet. ti. 17. Ror. xiii. 2. to 8.. 2 Kings xviii. 4. and xxiil. 1. to. 
26. 2 Chron. xxix, and xxx chapters. throughout : Ezra -vit. 330% 
Cinfef. chap. 23. § 3. coronation oath of Scotland (worn and fub= 
fcribed by Charles IL. at Scone, fanuary ft, 1651, and oath. of 
fidelity by the people. bike Fe pry Oe uae: 

‘But, with refpedt to thefe two great ordinances of divine infti- 
tution, the magiltracy and miniftry, with the qualificauons of the - 
perions, and duty of the people, as before affected, the prefbyrery 
reject, likeas they did, and hereby do reject and couden:n the- 
following contrary erzors, tenets, and opinions, whether of older 
or later date, vented either by open enemies, or profefled friends. 
to the reformation canfe. And. . : 


practices, as oppofe, obfcure or darken. the church’s beauty and. 


evidently deftructive and, ruinous to truth and holineis, the omy. 
church, 


vie 10, Hed. xt 14. Reve xxii. 14, 16. 2 Core vi 17; (8 and 
conform to the aéts and praétice of this church, in her befi and pureft 


times, in exchiding fram ber communion, and refufing to unite with 


any chargeable: as above. ee ee a 
Again, they hereby reject that falfe and ungodly principle and. 
opinion, That a Gon of. infinite wifdom hath left his profefling 
people deftitute of any declaration of his will, (which they are’ 
abfoiutely bound to regard) concerning both the inftitution, ad= 
miniltration and qualifications of {uch perfons, as fhould admini-« 
ftrate thefe two diltin&t ordinances, government civil and ecclefiaf- 
tics or, that thefe two different {pecies of governinent have nots. 
their foundation and inftitution, as the ordinances of Gop, in 
iis revealed wiil; but that either (with the corrupt revolution 
Church,) he hath left the government of his houfe a matter of 
indifference, and the pattern thereof to be moulded by the difcre- 
tion of the wife men of this world, and according to the corrupt 
#ill and fluctuating inclinations of the people; or, with their pub- 
ic refolution-brethren, the Seceders, exchanging the clear {crip 
ural, and covengnted bafis of civil government, with the obicuré.- - 


aa 


3 


E2ek: xiii, 11. and xliv. 5. Lev. xviii. 25 35 4s 5. Math. xxviii. 
20, Gonfel}. chap. 23- § 3- | 


ee 


* and fon of perdition, ts« Pope of Rome; with ail that fuperiority 
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That the civil magiftrate is fupreme head over all perfons, and in | 
: 


tian Prelates, together with the who’e of their hterarchical order, ~ 
and the civi! places and power of church-men, by both ufurped 5 


deed, cofflituting his Son Curist, fole King and Head of his : 


— Mark 


condemn that grofs eraftian principle, _ 


They fikewife reject and 


: 


{pirir,of counfe} and of might. to direct and prefid 


" , P 


ypent of all her concerns, 


1953) ') 


her enemies ; Yiu zxii i 24. and xi.2. and ix. a Or i. 18. Eph. i. 
rae. 2 Chr xxvi 18. Heb: v. 4. Confeff. chap.. 25 § 6. 
‘They alfo rejeat and condemn that eraitian tenet and < ‘pinion 


if - that the whole, or any part of the power, miffion, qualifications, 


oradminiftration of ecclefiaftic officers, or minitters of the church 
of Curist, depends upon the -authority and dictation of the 
“ewil magiftrate, becaufe it is manifeftly deitrudtive of the church’s 
‘power and authority, under Curis her Head, and derived from 
him, and likewife of the minifterial freedom and faithfulnefs of 
Curist’ $ ambaffadors: And particularly, they rejot and con- 
demn as grofs Hraftianifm, (whether practifed before or fince the 
‘Revolution, and efpeciaily fince the incorporating union: with Eng- 
land, on terms diametrically oppofite to our covenant union) the 
civil magiftrate’s limiting the miflion of the office-bearers in the 
‘church, according to his will; prefcribing certain qualifications, 
and reftriGing to certain Hinitations ; ; fuch as the teit, induigences, 
allegiance, aflurance, andfibjuration oaths, aét reftoring patronages, 
and the act anent Porteous, together with the threatened depri- 
vation of office and benefice, upon non- Pre ae sg BC xii 
28. Matth. xvii, 17, 18. Fohn xx. 23. 
They further reject and condemn that eraftian opinion, | that the 


external government of Curisx’s honfe is left untothe | precarious 


determination of finful men, or hah either its immediate or medi- 
ate dependence upon the will and pleafure of the civi i magiftrate, 
according to the import of the claim of right, the tifcriptural 
bafis of the Revolution’ fettlement ; this being evidently an im- 
pious reflection on the perfect wifdom of the church’s Head, fub- 
-verfive of the beauty of his houfe, and. fertile of diforder therein, 
laying the kingdom of Crist obnoxious to {prritual tyranny 
and oppreffion, when ftrangers, enemies, cr fach as have no cai! or 
warrant to build the houle of the Lory, put to their hand, to 
model the form of her government, as brit fuits their peryerte in- 
clinations, and fecular views, in expr-fs contradiction to the will 
and the law of Gop of heaven, Excd. xxv. 46. and xxvi. 30. 
_ Ezek. xliii. 11. 1 Chron. sv. ‘12, 13. Ned. ii. 20. with maay other 
texts above cited. 

Again, they rej-& aad condernn that !atitudinarian tenet, That 
the LoRp Jesus CuristT, the aione Head of the church, hath left 
his houfe void of any particular form of government, of divine 
inftitution, exciufive of all other under the New TeRammenit dif- 
rod The which is a manifeft rel. ion upon his fidelity to 

im who appointed him, and moft abfurd to fuppofe of him, who 
is true a faithful, as a fon over his own houfe, and contrary to 
| Aa. ix. 6, 7. 1 Tim, v. 17. Heb. sit. 2,3, §- 1 Cor. xii. 28. Rom. 
xii 6, 7, 8. Aéts xx..17; 28. Matth. xxviii. 29. _Confeff- chap. 
30. §. 1. and to the propofitions ‘for church government. | 

They further rejeét and condemn that fe€tarian principle and 
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tenet, whether in former or latter times maintained, That a kirk 
feffion, or particular congregational elderfhip, is vefted with e+ | 
quai ecctefiaflic power and authority, with any fuperior judicato- — 
ry, and is neither fubordinate nor accountable to them (in the 
Loxp) in their determinations. They likewife rejeét, as feta- 
rian’ That the community of the faithful, or projefling Chrifti-. 
ans, in a private ftation have any fcriptural warrant for public 
teaching, or judicative determination in the church; both which 
opinions are not only exprefly contrary to feriprure, Alls %¥. 
throughout,- andxvi.q 1 Gor. vy. 4.01 Zim. v.17. Heb. v. a. 
and xtil 17 &c but alfo have ace found hitherto moft hurtful 
cand dangerous to the church of Gon, depriving her minifters and 
m-mbers of juft and neceffary. recourfe to fuperior judgment and 
decifion in matters difficult, difcrediting and proftituting the fa- 
cred office of the miniftry, and tending to overthrow a ftanding 
minift-y in the church of CuristT, and fubvert that cont and 
b: autifu’ order,” which he hath prefcribed therein. a 
In like manner they. reject and condemn that grofs apa Gienedd 
encroachment upon the church’s liberties, by Be intrufion of 
popith patronages, whether impofed as a law by civil, or execute 
ed by ecclefiafticalpowers: The latter of thefe, the rabeiiers and 
jndicatories of the now corrupt, harlot church of Scotland, cannot 
bur be more egregionfly guilty of ; asthe nature of their facred 
function, and truft obliges them to prefetve inviolated the church’s 
freedom and liberties: But in place of this, their hands are chief 
in the trefpa/s, in an authoritative and aétive enforcement of- this 
wicked aét.—an act evidently deftructive of the very nature and 
effence of that mutual relation betwixt paftor and people, and 
which hath the native and neceflary tendency to fchifm in the 
church, fpiritual leannefs, and ftarving of ‘the flock, by thrufting 
in idle, idol fhepherds upon them, fuch as ferve not our Lorp 
_Jrsus Curist, but their own bellies; feed themfelves, but not 
the flock; and feck not them, but. theirs, contrary to Fobn x. 2; 
go. Hb. v 4. 0 Tim, iil. 3 Cor: xit. 14.,with many more; and 
to acts of both church and ftate, in times of reformation i in. thefe 
covenanted lands. , 
But, on the other hand, that the prefbytery, sais “th con- 
defcending on- dartinshare, pafs not over in finful | filence, what | 
flauds oppofite to the word of Gop and their declared principles, 
as above, concerning ‘civil authority, the adminifttators thereof, 
and fubjePion of the people thereto: They reject, likeas they 
hereby co rej: & and condemn that antifciiptural principle and o- 
pinion, that the divine {criptural ordinance of magiftracy hath 
not its foundation in the moral preceptive law of Gon, (wherein 
alone his will is revealed and declared unto his people; concern= 
ing the nature, ufe and ends of all his ordinances,) but in the fube 
jective light of nature; (even as corrupted), fo confufed and dark 
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inits difcoveries, fo grofs and felfifh in its principles, motives and 
ends, that neither the true nature of this, sor any other of the 
‘erdinances of JEHOVAH, as revealed in his word, can hereby be 
known, or the true ufe-and ends thereof fufficiently difcovered 
or obtained. ‘ eae pila Sane, cam 
_. They likewife teftify againft, and reje€k that, equally abfurd opi- 
nion, as a ftream flowing from the forefaid corrupt fountain, that 


the office, authority and conftitution of lawful magiftrates, doth 
not folely belong to profeffing Chriftians, in a Chriftian reformed. 
Jand, but that the ele€tion and choice of any one. whomfoever, 
made by the, civil body, (whether Pagan, Papift, Atheift, Deift, 
or.other enemy to Gop, to man, and to true religion}, makes up. 
the whole of what is effential to the conftitution of a lawful ma- 
_giftrate according to Gop’s ordinance —A tenet contrary to the 


light and di€tates both of reafon and {cripture.. ei merge 
“And they hereby alfo difciaim that corrupt notion, that all pro- 
vidential magiftrates, whoare, and while they are acknowledged 
by any civil fociety, efpecially in an apoftate backfliding land and 
people from the feripture ftandard,, (in refpect of the origin of 
their office) are alfo preceptive; and that the office and authority 
of all fo conftituted and acknowledged, initfelf confidered, does 
equally arife from, and agree anto the preceptive will of Gon, 
contrary to {cripture precepts, Deut. xvii. 18, what falls under 
{eripture reproof, Hof. viii. 4. and what greatly depreciates the 
valiant contendings of our honoured anceftors for civil reformati- 
‘on, and tends to invalidate their deeds of conftitution therea- 
nentivee 1.9: er eta 8 ay Nal eae tha Bae 
Again, the prefbytery teftifyagainft, and condemn that principle, 
that the Chriftian people of Gop ought to give explicit acknow- 
Jedgement of, and implicit fubjeGtion and obedience to, whate- 
ver civil authority, (though moft wicked and unlawful,) the Lorp. 
in his holy providence, may, for the trial and punifhment of his 
church, permita backflidiag people to conftitute and fetup, without 
regard to the precept of his word. And they hereby reject what- 
ever in, oppofition to the covenanted principles of the church of 
Scotland, does juftly and in its own nature imply a voluntary and 
real acknowledgement of the lawfulnefs of thetitle and authori- 
ty of an ,antifcriptural, anticovenanted and eraftian government, — 
conftituted upon the ruins of our fcriptural covenanted reforma- | 
tion. Particularly, they teftify againft praying for fuccefs and 
profperity to fuch, in their ftated oppofition to the Lorp and his 
Anointed, or in any form implying a homologation of their title 
_as Jawful, fwearing oaths of fidelity and allegiance to fuch, at- 
cepting any office from fuch, and executing thefe in their name, 
and authority under them, military aflociations with fuch, by 2 
voluntary enlifting under their banner, and fighting for their fup- 
port and eftablifhment: And that in regard thefe are actions, as 
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they exprefs a proper and explicit owning of the lawfulnels of that 
“authority, which they immediately refpe€t, fo they are fuch, as 
cannot be ubrained’ without the aétual confent of the paity pere 
forming, and muft therefore imply a deliberate approbation of | 
‘forefaid iniquitous authority. | | cr ae 


7 
4 


Farther, they tefify again a dire& and active, free and vo- 
Juuiary paying of tribute and other dues, unto fuch, and that for 
-confcience fake, as unto the ordinance of Gob, according to ‘his 
“precept; and part cularly, when thefe dues are required as a tef- 
Mera of doyalty to fuch; or when required, as an evidence of a 
-perfon’s active contributing to the accomplifhment of fome wic- 

» ked a€tion, exprefly declared tobe the immediare end of the ims 
“pofition. Thus the cafe was in the time of perfecution, when the 
~ deciared end of the additional cefs, was the immediate fuppref- 
fion of the pure preaching of the gofpel in the fields. As alfo, 
not only againfi profeffed witneffes for reformation principles, 
their profecuting of their witneffing brethren at law before the 
courts of antifcr'ptural, unqualified judges; but generally, againft 
“all iaw proceffes, in a way of direct counter-aéting any part of 
reformation attainments, or exprefs homologating the authority of 
‘an unlawful judge: And, in fine, againft all voluntary {ubj¢Gion, 
for confeience fake, unto fuch powers a8 are not the ordinance 
of Gop, according to his revealed preceptive will, as contrary to 
fcripture; 2 Sam. it. 10. 2 Kirigs xt. 4. 17.2 Chron xix. 2. Ifa. 
‘vill. 92. and Ixv. 11. Rom. xiit. 1. to 8. 1Cor. vie 1) to. 8. cons 
‘trary to the acts of this church approving of, and ordinances of the 
{tate eftablithing, the civil authority. upon its feriptural foundati- 

- on, and thereby difeovering the proper objeét of a Chriltian peo- 

_ ple’s voluntary and confcieritious {ubjeetion ; and particularly, to 
the act of claffes: While, in the mean time, it mutt be acknow- 

~ Tedged, that the ftace and condition of prefbyterian covenanters in 
“thefe lands, continuing, as 4 community, to witnefs and contend 
for retormation of both church and ftate, that obtained, and was 

_eftablifhed, between 1638 and 1650, cannot be regarded as that 

_ of afree people, enjoying their ancient.privileges and liberties, 
_ but as that of an oppreffsd people, brought under the power of a 
conqueror, and no better than captives in their own land. As 

this was evidently the ftate of the fufferg remnant under the 

» perfecuting period, when, bythe force of the fword, they were 

robbed of their former liberties, and reduced to the moft deplor- 
able condition: So, however ihe Revolution did alter fome cir- 
cumftances in the condition of covenanters; yet, in regard it 
was eftablifhed upon, and did homologate the overthrow of the 
reformation, to which that pecple do (il adhere, it could make 
no fubftantial change in their condition, from what it formerly 

“was. And moreover, ag it is neceffarily requifite to the conftitut- 

‘ing of the relation betwixsemagiftrate and people, that there be » 
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mutual and voluntary confent: Afd as the ‘community of pref- 
byterian covenanters did never, at or fince the Revolution, give 
fuch confent; but, on the contrary, have, in the meft pub’e 
manner, protefted againft the Conftitution and inftalment of tule 
ers in agreeablencfs thercto, as being conirary to the word of CoD, 
covenanted conttitution, and fundamental laws of the mations 5 
as is evident from their printed teftimonies and eclarations: It 
follows, that their flate is that of an oppreffed people, in’ paflive 
fubjeCtion to a conquering power, whofe duty is) to wait with 
patience upon I/rael s Gon, for his return to revive his work, and 
recal the bondage of his Zicn, And while they are to take care to 
do nothing, that jultly implies their confent to the continued oppo 
fition madeunto the covenanted reformation, yet they ought to ob- 
ferve a proper difference betwixt fuch a€tions and things, as are 
neceflary, and in themfelves juit and lawful, by a moral obliga+ 
tion, and thofethat are not fo: Asalfo, betwixt that which can- 
not be had, nor the value or equivalent of it, unlefs the per- 
fon aétually give it; aud that which may be obtained, whe- 
ther he actually contribute to it or not *.. Mott applicaole ro 
\ this our prefent condition, are the words of the Lewter, exprefling 
the diftreffed ftate of Z/racl, which they had brought themfeives 
inio by their fins, as recorded by Neh. ix. 36, 37.“ Behold we 
are fervants this day; and for the land thou gavell unto our 
“ fathers, to eat the fruit thereof, and the good thereof, behold 
‘ we are fervantsin it: Andit yieideth mucd increafe unso the 
‘ kings which thou haft fet over us, becanfe of our fins; alfo they 
‘ have dominion over‘our bodies, and over our cattle, at. their 
““ pleafure, and we are in great diftrels.” Le ee 


_ * Tt has been complained by fome, that the: fenfe of both the 
members of this particular paragraph is ob{cure, and-not fo inteliigible 
as it fhould be, to many readers; but this complaint feems rather to arife 
from. the want of proper attention and confideration, than any other 
caufe. As to the firft branch of the fentence, Among—“ Such acs 
« tions and things as are neceflary, and in themfelves juft and lawfab 
‘¢ by 2 moral obligation,” may be reckoned the payment of county 
tolls on highways and bridges, for the benefit of an ealy and commo~ 
dious. pailage ;—keeping watch in cities, which have no fettled or re 
gular guard, to prevent public damage by fire, or otherwife. In like 
manner, the payment of cuitom in public markets or fairs, or of town 
dues; all of which, being intended for the benefit of public corporations, 
ave given or paid asthe price of aliberty and privilege of trade and 
commerce. 4nd to this.may be added, fuch neceféary inftances of felf-de> 
fence as.a.perfon. may be obliged to, when: malicioufly and-villainoufly 
attacked in his charaGter or goods, by perfons perhaps defignedly’ tals- 
ing advantage of his Chriftian temper, or profeffion: Or when perhaps 
a perfon may be malicioufly charged with, and profecuted forcrimes not 
only peculiar difhonourable toyreligion, but even:capital,. as: hasibeew 
_ the cafe withfomeindividuals. In allfuch cxtraerdinary cafes, felfdefence 
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Likewife, the prefbytery teftify againft all minifterial or church 


Communion with fuch, who, though they may occupy the place 


of office-bearers’ in the church of CHRisT, yet are deftitute of 


thefe gq 


ualifications indifpenfibly required by the church’s head, or 


enter not into their office by the door whith he has appointed in his. 


word, own another head than Curist, or apoftatife and fall from 


the truth and caufe of Curis, formerly efpoufed and fworn to © 
by them/in achurch capacity ;—againft all ative owning and» 


countenancing of fuch, by attending upon any of their corrupt: 


official miniftrations, or receiving any ordinances from. fuch, to 
whom (continuing in a courfe of backfliding and ating in oppo- 
fition to his righteous catfe) the Lorp has no-where in his 
word promifed his blefling. Jer. xxiii 32. altho’ in his hely foe 
vereignty he may make fome of thefe, who are not enligntened 


to be faithful to the whole of his truths, inftrurmental in domg 


good to the fouls of men. Againft all voluntary contracting 


with Prelates, curates, or {uch officers of human. invention . 


in ‘the church, for paying tithes or other dues unto them, as 
unto lawful, fer:ptural parifh minifters. For befides that ‘there 
is nothing due unto them, their office having no divine authority ; 


fo there being under the New Teftament a change of the priett-: 


hood, there is alfoa change of the law, refpeCting ‘tithes; ac« 
cording to 2 Cor. vie 17. Rev. ii. 20! ees ; : 

‘By ail which it appears, from what is above eflerted and de- 
clared concerning thefe two divine diltinG ordinances, thé mini- 
ftry and magiltracy, that the principles maintained thereanent by 
the prefbytery, are nothing elle than an endeavour, as a judicato- 


at law becomes neceflary before the ordinary courts and judges of any 
nation, or place of the world whatever, when fuch defences are admit. 
ted without the formal and explicit acknowledgment of the lawfulnefs 
of unjuft or ufurped authority (when fuch happens to be in place, as 
in the inftance of Paul’s appeal to Czxfar, A@s xxv.) or acting any 
otherwife contrary to juitice and charity, or to the ‘genuine principles 
ef this teitimony. . é © Bay) ae | 


> And with regard to the other branch of the fentence, where it is “i 


ebferved;—-* That a difference ought to be made between thefe 


*« things that cannot be had, nor yet the value and equivalent of thefe, 


** unlefs the perfon a€tually give it,” &ci: This*is fufficiently explain- 
in a paragraph, page 165 near the foot.——Prayers for God’s blefling on 
any government,—inlifting and:bearing arms in their fervice,—accept- 
ing offices and places of power from them,—{fwearing oaths of fidelity 
to them, &c.— are fuch things as can by no means be got, nor yet the 
‘equivalent of them, unlefs the party actually confents and grants them. 
Thefe therefore, and fuch like, are the only inftances of a@tion, which 


are judged, in their own nature, to contain and exprefs a proper 
and explicit acknowledgment of the lawfulnefs of that authority, 


which they immediately refpeQe 


RY 
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ry of the Lorp Jesus Curisr, conftituted in his name, to hold 
faft the church of Seotland's teftimony, agreeable to the {criptures 


of truth, her confeflion and covenants, fundamental acts and cone. 


command of the church’s fole King and Head; Rev. ii. 25, and 
Hii, 11. So that their teftimony in this particular, is,in the nature of 
it, an homologation of the church’s faith‘ul oppofition to back-. 


ftitutions both of church and ftate; and this, according to the 


fliders, iu their courfe of detection, fromthe national attain= 
ments in religion and reformation, refilting even unto blood, — 


ftriving againit. fin. 3 ‘nad 
The prefbytery further affert and declare, that oaths and vows 


are a part of religious worihip, warranted in the word of Gop, » 


and under the New [eftanent difpenfation, aad may be lawfully — 


taken and entered into by the Lorp’s people Chat fach oaths 
and vows only are warrantable, as are lawful both for the matter. 
and the manner of them, and thofe that. are fa, when once en-. 
gaged in, muft not be violated on any confiteration, and that, - 


becaufe of the authority of che awful name of Gop interpofed in — 
them. And further, they declare, What the right of adminittrat- 


ing oaths ig competent only. to thofe, who are vefted with fuch aue 
thority, as is agreeable to the word of truth As alfo, Phat it is 3 


the incumbent duty of Chriftians, by folemn oath to bind them= 


felves to maintainand defend the perfons of righteous rulcrs, in 
the lawful exercife of their authority; and to fuch only itis law- — 
ful to fwear oaths of allegiance and fidelity. And hereby theydifaps — 
prove of the principle of refufing allegiance to lawful authority. At 


the fame time the prefbjtery teftify azainft, as above. all oaths of 


aliegiance in being, to an eraflian prelatical government. And fur- 
ther, they reject and deteit chat finful, idslatrous and iuperfti- © 
tious form of fwearing, in laying the hand upon, and kifing the © 


-gofpels, practifed by the preiatical churches of Englind-and Ire- 


land, and even introduced into Scotland, as a profs profanation of 


- 


that holy ordinance, and contrary to the fcripture examples there- | 
of Hereby, they alfo teftify againft all finful {wearing, whereby ~ 


the name of Gop, his titles, perfections, ‘or graces of his holy _ 
-_Spiric, are profaned in ordinary difcourfe. As alfo the unnecefla= — 
ry oaths of cuftom-houfe, trade, tc, asa reiterated and fearful — 
-profanation of the name of Gop | And moreover, they. ey r 
_againft, and condemn that ungodly and fuperftitious oath, practil- 
ed by that unhallowed club called Free Majons ; according to’ 


a 
Ve 


Deut. x. 20 Exod: xx- 9. ‘Neh. xiii. 25. Ezra x. § Deut vi. 
13. Matth iv. 35, 36. Ezek. xvii. 16, 17, 18, 19. Rev Xy 5») 


6 Fer iv. 2, and v. 2. Confeff. chap xxii. 


Again, they teftify and declare, That the work of folenn © 


_ covenanting with a Gop in CHRIsT, is a duty warranted inthe 


fcriptures of the Old and New, Leftaments, and by the examples » 


_ of the godly, agreeable thereto; and that not only to individuaia in 


particular, but to churches and nations in general. The which 
Y¥ alah 
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dovenants once entered into, and being for the matter of thent 
lawful, are moft faered, and therefore tnviolably binding 5 and 
what cannot be broken or tranigreficd, without manifeft guilt, and 


incurring the dreadful refentment of a holy and j alous Gop, - 


who has feverely abreatened to punith covenant Breakers. © And 


hence they aflert, thut the national covenant of Syot/and, and the. 
’ ¥v a, ¢ . 


folemn league and. covenant enteréd into by the three nations, for 
reformation: and defence of religion, and for the maintainance 
and prefervation of the truths and ordinances ef Gop in purity, 
and fworn by our honoured anceftors, not only for themfeives, but 
including alfo their pofterity, are of divine obligation, as having 
‘their foundation upon the word of Gop; and therefore mora}, 
‘and. fo perpetual y binding npom the nations, and every individual 
jn them, to the laceft pofterity. Wherefore, the prefbytery tei- 
tify againt the principie of refufing the lawfulnefs of national 
covenanting, patticolarly, under the New Tefiament difpenia- 
tion, and al principles aid practices, that ftrike againtt the mo-~ 
ral obligation of thefe covenants 5 feeDeut: vi 13. Ja. ix. 18 and 
xliv.GG Jer: 1.5. Dent. xxix, 12. to 16 24. 25. Fev. XXVi- 
2b. 2. 15h, ix. 14) 15, 18, 9. 2 Sam. xki. or. Ezek. xvi. 
8 and xvii. 15, 16, 18,.19 Hof. x. 4. Gal. ii. 15. eCor.’ Viti. 

5. See alfo acts and ordinances both of church and ttate in times 
of reformation, refpeéting the taking, and binding obligation, of 
the covenants. er ie as hae . eS ea 


prewk. 


aoe) ain, th: ; prefbytery: hereby teftify and declare their appro- 


bation of, end adherence unto all” the different fteps of reforma- 
tion, that ever, in any period, | were attained unto in this church 
and land :-Particularly, befides what has been mentioned above, 
’ they declare their adherence to the Wefminfer conteflion of faith, 
as At was: approved by adt of the General Affemb!y of the church 
of Scotland, anno 1647; catechifms larger and {horter; form of 
“ church government, direCtory for worfhip, and: books of difci- 
 pline, as agreeable to, and éxtraéted from the facred oracles.. 
With refpet to the third atticle of the 23 chapter of our con- 
 feflion, the prefbytery hereby declare, that they underitand it in a 


fenile perfeGly confiftent with the intrinfic powe + of the church, 
pee a ts oe . i Pee ee '§ ca bk ™ o£ “ ep ay ea ads oe: : 
‘and the fpiritual freedom wherewith Curist has made her free, 


as exprefsly afferced in page! 159 of their teftimony. And 
from the general Penor of of the principles and practices of our 
~ Reformers themfelves, the prefbytery are difpofed ro believe, that 
they never defigned to veft the civil Magiftrate with any Eraftian 
Aupremacy over the church whatever 5 as. appears from. act xv. 
Seff. 2. Parl, 1649, where it is ordained—that all matters civil 
“be determined “by the Parliament ; and ail ecclefiaftic matters by 
the General Affimbly of this Kirk. | (See alfo ‘Stevenfon’s Hifto- 
ry, Veloinve lt Pagelchoity’ egg’ * yur He A AY ge 2 sigh 
” # "The Prefbytery have in view to publith fome thoughts on this 
“Subject: as foonas-conveniemt. 2 PUM SOF 5G HRS Ty 


’ 


ee ee 
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, Aitd with refpedt to the fourth article of the forefsid ‘chapter, 


the prefbytery declare, that they reje@t that corrupt fenfe 
and plofs, which has been impofed ‘Upon ity.whether by open’ 
enemies, or falfe friends to our covenantéd” etl ‘Mation, in former 

Or latter times, vis. That a reformed Chriflian people, having 

Renerally received, and publicly profef ng the true religion; and 

more e{pecially, having exprefly and folemul bound themfelves 

by public national vows to the Mott High, for the prefervation of 
it, may wartantably fet over them an infidel, or One of a religi- » 
on, differing from the true religion, and thereupon acknowledye. 
anc fabmit themfe!ves to him, as their lawful civil ruler for con- 
fciencé fake: And moreover, they deélare, that they under. 
ftand faid article, as principally relating to the condition of a peo- 
ple, emerging out of the darknefs and fuperftition of Paganifin or 
Popery, tc. before that religion has obtained the fanction of ci- 
vil authority; when, although the jmajor part or bulk of a peop’e 
fhou!d embrace the true religion, yet that does not diffoive or leofe 
the relation fabfifling between them and their civil rulers, pricr 
to their converfion, agreeable to, and founded upon the juft and 
reafonable laws of the realm. In ‘this cafe only, it 1s granted, 
that an infidel or one of a different religiony ‘tay have authori- 
ty juit and legal over a people partly convérted to’ the knowledge 
2nd gofpel of Curis'r. Thus it was with the primitive Chriftians, 
and thusit was particularly with | it the 


‘our-anceftorg in Scotland, he 
| ees to 
the apoftolical precept and determination in a. cal< fimilar to the 
above, 1 Cor, vii.12, 13, and 39 and 2 Cor. vie +4. Te Oe 
As alfo, they further declare their approbation of, and adher- — 
ence to all the faithful teftimonies, declarations and proteftat:ons, 
emitted by the witnefles for the work of reformation, whether 
before, or under the late times of tyranny and perfecution, in’ 
prifons, feaffolds, of in the fields, by land or fea 3 or by fuch, as 
fince that time have fucceeded them in the felf fame teltimony, — 
as they are founded upon, and agreeable to the word of truth, and. 
as a juit and proper Vindication of forefaid covenanted caufe. And» 
Petticularly, with the above provifo and limitation, they declare 
their adherence to the Kutherpln, Sanguhair and Lanerb declara- 
tions, annis 1679, 1680, 1682 } a8 alfo to the declarations pub- 
lithed at Sangubair. 1683, 1684, 162, and 1695, 1707; to. 
the informator vindication, and cloud of witnefjes ; to the covenants 
national and fulemn league, fworn at Auchenfaugh, near Douglas, in 
in’ the year 4712, at Crawfurd john 1745; with the additional 
acknowledgements of fins, and engagements to the duties at 
shefe times; to the declarations publithed at Sanguhair 1718, and | 
it’ Montherrick 1740, 174t. And’ in like manver, they teftify 
‘heir adberence to the ct formerly emitted by this prefbytery, 
® condemnation of the univérfal fcheme” dind they do hereby 


j “4 ‘ rtf : ; rae, His 9 COREE 2% Oka ea oc an 
beginning of the reformation ; and this petfcét'y weil agi€e 


s 
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whether in refpect of right or left hand extremes, in any tefti- 


monies, publifhed io a way of profeffed adherence to reforma- ¢ 


cularly, they reject the teitimony publifhed 


tion principles... & 


by thofe defigite 


‘ny for truth, becau! of the partiality and unfaith{uinels, both to - 


Ps 


Gop and to the generation dicovered therein; it being, inftead 
ofa faithful vindic: jon, no better than a burial of fome of the 


molt important attainments ‘ reformation of this church and 


SYand.— And they ikewife rejeGt, deteft and abhor that fpurious 


¢ 


off from their commyaton, witheut fo much as difcovering any 


brat, ftuffed with grofs error, biafphemy and nonfenfe, moit falfe- 
“Vy and unjuitly defined, % A teftimony for the word of CHRIST’S — 


« patience,” by that faciilegious ufurper of the miniftry, William 
Dunnet ; who being once plunged in the depths of enthufiaim, 


teftify againft, and difapprove of all partiality and unfaithfulnefs, a 


d the 4fociate Prefbytery, a8 no adequate teftimo= 


R 
4 
; 


hi 


fuch ishis madnefs, thatunder’pretence of an iromediate miffion © 
from heaven,he notonly daringly ufurps the whole of the minifteri- 


a] funétion, butalfo wickediy claims an eraftian exercife of the of- 


fice of the civil magiftrate, in a ftupid, unaccountable declaration — 


of war offenfive and defeafive, againtt all mankind,hirfelf and his 


bling-folded confederates only excepted 5 he having probably had | 


thefe antiferiptural notions initilled into him, by the induftry of 
fone unftable heads, who, after they had made a profefied fuojec- 


tion te this prefbytery, inthe Lorp, did with fome others of the 


{ame amp, in an ‘unwarrantadle and {chifmatical manner, break 


- fhadow of reafon, in. joftification of their tath, ungrounded and 


precipitane feparation, fis 


Upon the ‘whole, the prefbytery , protefting, that they have 


sty been rifluenced to this, neceflary work, of difplaying a judicial 


 binner for the covenanted caufe and intereft. of ourexalted Reo 
“ DEEMER,purely out of a regard to the glory of Gop, a defire that 
/ “Curist’s kingdom maybe advanced, and his buried truths reviv- 

© 64: as allay from a concern for the welfare and happinefs of the 
-prefent anc {ucceeding generations ;—do earneftiy, in the bowels 


of our Lord Jesus Curist, befeech and obteft al! and every 
Sone, into whoie hands ths teftimouy may come, that without 
~~ confidering the infignificancy of the inftruments, and laying afide 

prejudice, and carnal felfifh confiderations, they receive the truch 


asic isin JrsoS, not only tn the notion, but in the love and pow 
er of it .—that they tke with the many juft, anc highly aggravate 
ed grounds of the Loxp’s contreverly, and caufes of his wrath 
apain{t us, not only on account of private and perfonal wicked: 
nets, come toa very great height, but particularly, on account of 
the general oppofitinn to the public concerns of, his giory, in whal 
refpedts the doctrine, | worfhip, government and difcipline of hi 
houfe. Alas! our public abominations are both obftinately perfitt 
ed in, and publicly jullihed:— Lhat they lay to heart the great anc 


f 
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terrible wickednefs of the day and generation, with deep humili= 
ation before thy Lorp, while he waits to be gracious, and is cal- 


ling to all ranks to humble chenrfe!ves, and faying, * Rent your 
“ heart and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your GODs 
“ for he is gracious and merciful,’ — fae .13- That, in the 


way of flying under the covert of th 


of Gop, by faith in his name, forthe remifho Lof fins, and ¢en-. 


deavouring after perfonal reformation, as to all ithe impiety, and 


“Grreligion, ail the deteftab'e indifferenty, lukewarmrefs, andhypo- 


crify in the matters of Gov, which unt rail 
ftudy and fet about pubiic reformation, enetys 
flations,y according to ofr folemn national engagements, Concur- 
ring to reftore the Lorv’s ruined and buried work, and rebuild 


. 


his houfe, which is now lying a8 a defolate heap, covered over 


with the rubbifh of manifold errors; corruptions and humyen in- 


ventions. If we fil hold faft our abominations, and will not, by 
repentance and reformation, return and give glory to the Lorp 
our Gon before he caufe darknefs 3 then, when he returns for 
the falvation of Zion, ** He will come treading down the people 
«© in his anger, and making them drunk in his fury, and bringing 
‘< down their firength to the earth,” La Ixiii. 6. * But is there 
« no hope in J/rael concerning this thing 2 Isthere no bam in 
“* Gilead ? \s there not a phyfician there 2? Is there not _virtue 
in Curist’s blood for the moft defptrate cafes, that.churches, as 
well as particular perfons can be in? Is there not groundto hope, 
that the Lorp will not altogether forfake thefe finful lands, which 
were given to him of old for an inheritance, and wherein he has 
{o long maintained his poff. fion, but that he will yet build up our 
Zion, and appear in his glory therein, wiil plead his ‘own caufe, 
revive his own work, a covenanted work of reformation, and re- 
move all the contempt and ignominy which it prefently lies under 5 


— Sure the continuance of his gracious calls and invitations to re- 
‘turn to him, gives. ground.to hope, that our ‘ J/rael hath not 


ss been forfaken, nor Judah of bis Gov, of the Lorp of hofts, 
¢< though their land was filied with fn againit the heiy One of 
“6 rael,” Fer. i. 5 ‘And though, while fo much of error, pre- 


judice, and carnal intereft, he as 19 affable mountains in the wa 
J AS Atispallat LY'9 


there is Hittle appearance of the nations taking this courfe: yet 


: ‘the Lorp feems ftilLto beipeak usin that endearing. languages 


- Fer. wi. 122 © Go and prociaim thefe words towards the north, 


‘© and fay, Refurn thou backfliding J/rael, faith the Lorp, and 


ed will not caufe mine anger to fall upon yous for I am_ merci- 
& ful, faith the Lorn, and 1 will not keep anger for ever. Tho: 


. 


we have nationally torn our marriage-contraé with heaven, and 


taken away our names, yct the Lorp hath not. Turn, O back- 


fuding children. faith the LORD. for Lam married unto you. Let 


all then. resent, ond turn themfelves from all their tranfgrefionsy. fo 


a4 F 
ve 


ee. al 
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thiguity Pall riot be choir puiy + But if wot, then fet att ene ieipe- 
Ritent dé{pifers of the repeated ealls of ‘mercy know, that dbufed 
Patietice will at Jéngth turn inte fairy, and the Lorp Jenova, 
who hath already furbithed his fword, and Prepeted the inftru. 
Ments of death, wil peedity sive that dreacty) cofimiflion to the 
executioners of his wrath iS Par ye in the fickle, for the harvett » 
|“ i8 ripe; come, get 4 ou down, for the prefs is full, the fats Over~ 
" flow, for thelr wickedne is Breasts | Feel ili. 13. © But kecaute 
~*€ Gop will do this to Jp el; let we Ptepare to ineet our Gop.” 
Further, the pre by tery invite and intreut all. who tender the pice 
‘Ty Of Gop, the removal of ‘the canes of His wrath and indigha- 
tion, ane sho defire thé cotitinuance Of his tabernacte ard ‘Prachi, 
ous preferce amonptt ub, ¢6 Come atid jéinih 4 harmonious, 2e4- 
‘16us andfaithful teftithony, for the precibng truths and iiterefts of » 
Zion’s PloriOus King, and againftevery coutfe. that has a tet dency 
fo héightén, and ae Jatt to lay on che cépeftone of cur defsétions. 
“Gonkider, it is the Lok y’s esi} and cominand to ey. ry otfe, even 
in their moft private ftatton, Contcnd carnefly. tor the faith once deh. 
vered to the faints. Tristhe burden, whith bear this day jave on hig. 
church afd people : Held faft what thet bof tl! T come, that no man 
take thy crown ; hold fait by our forhet attainments in réfertiati- 
en. And finally, the prefbytery exhort ail, with whom they ure 
more particularly connectes, To fland: fa in one Vpririt, with ene 
mind, firiving together for the faith of the gifpel, and in nothing 
terrified by your adverf-ries. ‘Let thé flame of feivent and true 
love to Gop, his truchs, and to one another, Prevent and exting- 
vifh the wild fire of unnéveflary and hurtful mutual animofities; 
and endeaveuring to keep the tunity of the Spirit in the bend of peack, — 
fludy onenefs in promoting the Loxn’s oppofed work, and in_ 
_ Walking in the peed old Way, without turning afide to’ the right 
hand or tothe left, becsufe of the Jion that ig therein, ard without: 
_ Tayitig ocher found ations than what were laid: Let none of Chrifi’s 
trad end faithful Witheffes fuffer their heargs to fink into de fpon- 
deney ; the caufe is the LOrDd’s, and afflitedly he will thoreugh. 
Ay plead that caufe, which is his own It wif: outlive all ifé éne- 
Mies, and yet have a glorious refurre€tién; and this will be the 
crown and comfort of ail fuch, as continue, amidft 4} thalé and _ 
Aufferings, contending for him, inthe bleed expe@tation of ihe 
conqueror’s everlafting reward. Therefore, lft up. the hands tha 
ang down, and Sivengthen the feeble knees + greater af ction’ have 
een accomplifhed in thot that are gone before; and are naw in-.- 
_ heriting the promifes, than any wherewith the Lorb ig prefently 
trying his church, And, as the Gop of ‘all grace, after they had * 
fuffered a while, made them perfect, and pat them in poffefoh 
of that éterial glory, to which they were called by Jesus C HRIST, 
fo thall he ftablith, ftrengthen and keep hig peopte itill from fate 
‘ling, and after all their forrows and fufferin &8; prefent them faule. 


A 


> 


Comey: 


iefs, before the prefence of his glory with exceeding joy. * Return, 


«¢ 


we befeech thee, O Gop of Hofts ; look down from heaven, 


é¢ and behold and vifit this vine;,and the vineyard which thy right 


6s 
$s 


hand hath planted, and ¢he branch that thou madeftftrong for . 
thyfelf, it is burnt with fire, it is cut down, they perith at the 
rebuke of thy countenance. Let thy hafid bewwpon the man of 
thy right hand, upon the Son of man whom thou madeft ftrong 
for thyfelf, fo will not we go back from thee; quicken us, and 
we will cail upon thy name 5 turn us ‘again, OXLor pn of. Holts, 
ceufe thy face to fhe, and we fhallbe fayed: Let Gop ariley 
let Zion's iamortal and omnipotent King Jes Js reign, end let 


all. bis enemies be f-attereds but let them that love him be as 


the Sun, whea he goeth forth in his might.” 
Extraéted by Fo.. Therburn, Pr, Cle. 


BPN’ ds 


N addition to what isfaid, (from page 72 to 76 preceding ref- 
pedting the eftablithmeut of Popery in Canada) the prefbytery 
deepiy lament, that, in this prefent edition of their Teitimony, 
they are furnifhed with frefh matter to animadvert upon the 


continued tendency of the ' Britith adminiftration in favours of 


the religion of Antichrift. 

Not long after the civil eftablifhment of Popery in Canada, 
new privileges, civil, and religious were beftowed upon the pro- 
feffors of that religion at home, both in England and Ireland, by 
which catholics have received toleration, audks the finktiby of 
law, openly to profefs and praétife their idolatry,—to open femi- 
naries of learning for the public inftruction of youth in their 
own religion,—and to purchafe and transfer eftates to their pop- 
ifh relations, in direét oppofition to the eftabiifhed laws of the 
land, framed by our proteftant anceftors, under the fenfe of felt 
neceflity, whereby catholics weré laid under difabilities, as to the 
enjoyment of thofe privileges, which they faw to be inconfiftent 
with the peace of the.tate,anii fafety of the proteftant religion, on 
account of the barbarous maffacres, committed by catholics upon 


_ proteitants, and the numefou's hoftile at tempts made to overturn, 
by violence, the protettant religion within thefe iands, as pro- 
ceeding from the fanguinary fpirit of Popery. the modern plea 

12 eet up in favour of thofe privileges being conferred upon Popery, 
that the catholics of this day have candidly renounced the whole of 


their old principles, which they held as inimical to a proieftant 


“country never can be admitted, while they ftili retain the mott 


dangerous of all their principles—viz, implicit faith in the doc- 
trinés of (upreme councils, and the difpe nfing authority of the 
Pope.  Againft this finful indulgence granted to popery the pref- 


bytery teflyfed at the time, ina f+parate piece, entitled a Teli . 
mony and Warning againf} the Blifphemies and Idolitries of Poperys 
- &c. to which they itili reier the reader. An attempt aifo was 


made to extend a fimilar indulgence to catholics in Scotland, but 


_ which was happily froftrated through the zealous exertions of the 
people, who, pleading the eftablifhed laws of the land, bo'dly re- 
- claimed apainft the meafure, which produced the defired effe& of 


compelling the government to defift. But, alas! no fooner was 
the popular geal cooled, than government fowed tares by enlarg- 
ing the privileges of catholics with regard to civil Pigpety: The 


